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Strict communionists, the particular texts which they 
cite justify their exclusion evangelical Pedobaptists, 
associate them with unchristian characters, directly contrary 
repeated acknowledgments their decided piety and 
Christian enterprise. The texts are: (1) Rom. xvi. 17: 
beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions 
and offences, contrary the doctrine which have learned, 
and avoid them.” These were factious persons, divisive 
spirits, who had embraced heretical sentiments, which both 
corrupted their own characters and exerted pestilential in- 
fluence others. They are described the succeeding verse, 
such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,” are sensual, 
serving their appetites, and with professions godliness 
are artful, deluding the unsuspecting, and thus evincing 
characters unworthy Christian confidence. (2) Cor. 


11: But have written unto you not keep com- 
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pany, any man that called brother fornicator, 
with such one, not The terms 
here employed need explanation, signifying they do, 
characters which every decent man abhors. (3) Thess. 
iii. Now command you, brethren, the name our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition 
which received The brother whom Paul here speaks 
walking disorderly, was one who led dissolute life” 
according Robinson, one who took such practical views 
Christ’s coming immediately judge the world led the 
neglect ordinary business live dishonestly the earn- 
ings the more and indulge extravagant 
fancies the corruption his own morals and the morals 
others; who even persisted doing this after being 
repeatedly admonished the contrary. Thess. 14, 
such are denominated “unruly,” i.e. ungovernable men, 
proud, self-willed, betraying utter want Christian tem- 
per. (4) Titus iii. 10: man that heretic after the 
first and second admonition, The word rendered 
heretic signifies, according Dr. Robinson, one 
who creates dissensions, introduces errors, factious 
The eleventh verse reveals his character more 
unequivocally: Knowing that that such subverted, 
and sinneth, being condemned himself.” Conybeare and 
render the last clause: his sins self- 
condemned.” like manner may shown that all those 
from whom the apostolic churches were instructed with- 
draw had forfeited the Christian confidence their brethren, 
were sowing seeds dissension, and destroying the faith 
others. 

apply these passages, therefore, evangelical Pedo- 
baptists, logically classing them with those disreputable 
characters described them. Our opponents 
conscious the injustice done such application, and 
therefore endeavor soften the implied censure the most 
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generous acknowledgments our high Christian character 
and zeal. fully admit and heartily admire the pure 
lives and eminent piety many those whom are 
accustomed invite partake with this sacred rite. 
rejoice with all our hearts the grace our Lord Jesus 
Christ manifested them, and the work which 
doing the world their honored agency. ..... know 
that they enjoy manifest and manifold tokens being loved 
and accepted even “enjoy much larger meas- 
ures his spirit than most enjoy.” 

Here inconsistency. are such characters 
those described the passages above applied us, 
cannot admired for our eminent piety. the other 
hand, are distinguished for devoted piety, Christian zeal, 
and purity life, then these texts are not justly applicable 
us. 

But from this inconsistency our Baptist friends cannot 
extricate themselves, long with Christian spirit they 
endeavor justify their exclusion living evangelical 
churches from the memorial supper, which their own 
confession the latter have equal interest, and which 
among themselves they have undisputed right. 

II. The conscientious tenacity with which Baptists and 
Pedobaptists hold their respective tenets, instead mak- 
ing against, demands free communion. tender regard 
the consciences brethren Christ distinctly taught 
Cor. 28, 29. The instruction is: Hurt not the con- 
scientious feelings brother. Your con- 
scientious convictions, enlightened, you believe, the 
scriptures, are exceedingly sacred you. Remember that 
his conscientious convictions, enlightened the scriptures, 
are just sacred him. Deal kindly, then, with him for 
his conscience’ sake, you would have him deal kindly with 
you for the same reason. This respect, due the Christian 
consciences our brethren, taught with equal explicitness 
Rom. xiv. are not judge condemn 
them. God their judge. 
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The conscience heathen infidel, from whose 
minds the truths the Bible are excluded conscience 
one who discards its essential truths, one who shows 
great indifference the commands God may treated 
with disrespect; but the conscientious scruples those 
who are prayerful readers God’s word, and who endeavor 
earnestly work the righteousness faith, are treated 
very differently. man has nothing more sacred inviola- 
ble than conscience thus enlightened nothing from which 
would not sooner part than its soft whispers peace. 
Such conscience most easily wounded. slighting 
word act another gives pain. that, therefore, 
which Christians should most highly respect each other, 
and treat most tenderly. 

Rev. Smith, his reply Dr. Peters baptism, 
meets the objection that persons are sometimes circum- 
stanced that their immersion would physical impossi- 
bility, thus: the law Christ requires definite 
physical act (as does both the ordinances the church) 
and there physical impossibility performing it, the law 
virtually obeyed, and accepted God, when the 
desire felt and expressed performing (p. 149). But 
there not moral necessity which just decided 
impediment the way performing act? 
said that God cannot lie. Joseph felt the same impos- 
sibility when said: How can this great wickedness, 
and sin against God?” evinced the same necessity 
when said before his opposers, laying his hand his 
heart: stand; cannot otherwise. God help 
me; Amen!” there not these instances necessity 
physical necessity not necessity far more dignity 
and nobleness? Does not mark character most like 
not the consummation moral sublimity 

There are multitudes, men talent, scholarship, and 
earnest piety, among the Pedobaptists, who with Christian 
simplicity are fully resolved, with our Pilgrim Fathers, 
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follow the Bible, let cost what but who are 
thoroughly convinced that the views our opponents re- 
specting baptism are unscriptural, that they could not 
submit them without violating the strongest convictions 
conscience. When told they must adopt them and act 
accordingly, excluded from sacramental communion, 
‘they feel bound the latter alternative the same con- 
strainings conscience held Joseph the house 
Pharaoh, and Luther before the Diet Worms. Such are 
certainly commiserated, not justified. cannot 
see why they are not held necessity imperative, and 
worthy Christian regard and sympathy physical 
necessity. 

That this the condition our Baptist brethren not less 
than our own, they repeatedly affirm, and believe. Here, 
then, are two classes professing Christians alike devoted, 
and alike conscientiously adhering the word God the 
ultimate rule faith and duty. Now shall one exclude 
the other from its sacramental board account supposed 
errors conscientiously held? Not the apostle taught.. 
bids respect each other’s conscientious convictions 
touching modes rites and forms church order; and 
long see each other the image the Master, 
spread boards sacramental love reciprocally free. 

III. Inclusion covenant guarantees its privileges 
(Gal. iii. Paul asserts that the believer Jesus 
included the Abrahamic covenant, entitled all the 
blessings that covenant, and course all its privileges 
dispensed under the gospel. who was the Abra- 
hamic covenant under the old dispensation was entitled, 
true Israelite, all the privileges the Jewish church. 
who the same covenant under the dispensation 
the gospel entitled, when has proved his interest 
it, all the privileges the gospel church. Circumcision 
brought one into the Abrahamic covenant, but faith brings 
him into under the gospel. are brought into the 
gospel covenant faith, then after manifesting pub- 
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licly taking the vows God, are entitled the public 
privileges that covenant. 

IV. The right Pedobaptists the communion among 
themselves, insures other professing Christians the privi- 
lege partaking with them. Our Baptist friends 
concede this right orthodox Pedobaptists. But 
right for Pedobaptists observe the Lord’s supper 
own churches, the act must pleasing Christ. Conse- 
quently, their own principles, the Baptists may and ought 
commune with them. But still maintained 
wrong for Baptists commune with orthodox Pedobaptist 
churches lawfully celebrating the sacramental supper, 
so: Because the special mission the former 
maintain the ordinances the gospel their exact form 
and order. But have shown that refuse sacramental 
fellowship for such cause cannot proved scriptural. 
wrong, because some moral taint would contracted 
such associations. But will not pretended that any 
moral taint can contracted sacramental associations 
with those with whom Christ communes, and who are dis- 
tinguished for their Christian virtues. 38. wrong, 
because the communion the Baptists with the Pedobaptists 
would sanction the errors and misapprehensions the latter, 
But communing with others the table Christ does not 
sanction their faults. Were the necessary result inter- 
communion, the Baptists would sanction the sins their 
own brethren whenever they gather around the sacrameutal 
board. But this they will not admit. more they 
sanction the errors Pedobaptists sacramental com- 
munion with them. Sacramental communion with another 
Hence the communion the Pedobaptists the Lord’s 
supper really the sin, not the uniting the Baptists with 
them; which some the latter are far from com- 
plaining, that they even affirm the duty the former 
commit obedience their perverted consciences. 

The inevitable results Baptist principles church 
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communion, were they universally adopted and carried out, 
show their unscripturalness. These results flow from 
scriptural fact connection with law mental activity. 
The fact that the exact organization the gospel church, 
its exact mode discipline and form worship are, 
their details, far from being distinctly defined the New 
Testament. This affirmed Andrew Fuller and Dr. 
Arnold. The law that the human mind, endowed with 
large discursive powers, easily swayed feelings warped 
prejudices, often guided its decisions peculiarities 
temperament and logical tendencies, early associations 
educational proclivities, will, when employed investigating 
religious forms, almost sure reach different conclu- 
sions. insist, therefore, that the gospel church shall 
constructed and administered precisely according the 
apostolic model, that every Christian society, however 
small, has the right exclude from its communion all who 
the least deviate from what they believe that model, 
will cause instead peace, animosity; instead union, 
divisions and subdivisions without number. The noblest. 
immunities the human mind, present 
render such result inevitable. 

This has been painfully true the past; nor long 
partially sanctified hearts diffuse their disturbing influences 
through our moral sensibilities and around 
powers thought, can the future promise this respect 
much improvement. For only prove one gospel rite 
form worship modal, and reason sees not why another 
may not modal, and then another, and another indeed, 
sees adequate cause for not giving all the same 
inflexible nature. Nor Christ saw necessity for consti- 
tuting one modal, can the reason see why there not the 
virtual necessity for making others, nay all, modal; 
other words, were necessary give one fixed, inflexible 
character contrary the freedom the gospel, why not 
give all similar character, contrary the freedom the 
gospel? Thus the myriad minds people, wandering 
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from age age, one fixing here and another there, will 
not likely harmonize anywhere. But the great 
majority Christians the past have not decided that 
exactness mode essential the proper administration 
gospel rite form worship, the extreme result above 
supposed has not been reached, and the continuance 
the same cause trust will not reached the 
But let the principle strict communionists universally 
adopted, and limit division the catholic church 
fixed. Indeed, there could catholic church but the 
invisible church. Thus the principle, that indulgence 
should allowed mistakes regarding rite positive 
law because part the constituted form the scrip- 
tural modal church carried out its legitimate results, 
would ensure war rather than peace, and shiver into shreds 
the visible body Christ, thus proving the principle un- 
scriptural. 

VI. Three principles divine action respecting the Chris- 
tian church admitted both ourselves and our opponents, 
can made meet sacramental fellowship only the 
ground Christian consciousness. The Divine deter- 
mination guarantee man the enjoyment the full 
immunities his nature unrestricted inquiry concerning 
matters religious belief and practice, guided only 
requisitions revelation and the dictates holy heart. 
The Divine determination have holy church entirely 
spiritual its nature, separate from the world Christ was 
separate from the world. 38. The Divine determination that 
this holy church, made alive the life Christ dwelling 
its members, should, even while scattered over the world, 
and coming and passing away the generations revolve, 
united one, form personal unity with him who 
their Lord and life, according his prayer John xvii. 
21,22. These are glorious purposes God respecting his 
church, not one which would alter. These must 
harmonized church organizations and sacramental com- 
munion. Where can they find their point agreement? 
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Nowhere, confidently aver, but manifested faith, 
uniting all Christ and each other. are therefore 
prepared affirm, 

VII. This the only principle which true visible 
catholic church can founded sphere intelligences 
but partially sanctified, each whom guaranteed the 
right private judgment. Circumstanced thus, two things 

are indispensable the highest efficiency the church 
Christ and concord. without spiritual- 
ity lifeless mass. the other hand, spirituality without 
agreement and co-operation cannot rise into full efficiency. 
When the vitality the individual Christian manifestly 
sympathy with the vitalities all other professing Chris- 
tians, the church its normal state. such state 
alone can become the true visible catholic church. For 
that church must have internal unity well 
indeed, the internal the essential element out 

the external must grow. 

had fair experiment attempted harmony, grounded 
external rites and usages worship, the Jewish church. 
Its divine authority linked the Jews their religion and 
its ritual services with chains steel. But with all their 
attachment its forms, and their unity thereby secured, the 
Jewish church was exceedingly defective spirituality. 
Formality found her enclosure congenial soil. luxu- 
riated everywhere. Hundreds were palsied every 
generation. The Jewish church could never have nurtured 
the religious life humanity its full strength. was 
indeed designed only for the scaffolding which God was 
building the temple his spiritual church, destined 
the ensuing dispensation rise its full splendors. was 
not constituted grow the independency sanctified 
thought. was never fitted become the one church 
the world. 

The Romish church has effectually tried the experiment 
establishing herself catholic church external 
observances under the gospel dispensation and, though 
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free thought she has extended her sway far and 

wide, yet, the atmosphere independent thinking begins 
circulate through the iron-barred apartments her spa- 
cious fabric, she already begins totter. Her 
antagonistic freedom inquiry, insures her downfall. 
written every stone her proud edifice, 
When the light individual judgment shall illuminate all 
her dark dungeons she will inevitably fall decayed 
temple. The elasticity and expansiveness human thought 
too great confined any iron railing rites and 
forms. churches established for the express purpose 
defending rite, and therefore churches assuming too much 
the character ritualism, will, equally and for the same rea- 
son, fail securing true catholicity, the perfect coalescence 
spirituality and concord. 

may safely predict, grounds purely psychological, 
that the Baptist church, retains the dogma restricted 
communion, will never become the visible church universal, 
absorbing all others into itself. The only rock which 
such church, destined fill the world, increasing 
power and solidity the centuries roll on, can built, 
the harmony recognized Christian consciousness. 

The dignity and glory the principle 
mental fellowship which are advocating recommend its 
adoption. founds the churches, not lifeless rite, but 
spiritual vitality. Reason illuminated, elevated, and 
refined revelation, and love kindled the Holy Ghost, 
are the noblest and most beautiful realities the 
creation. This foundation which has life itself, and 
vitalizes the whole superstructure resting upon it. 

principle replete with noblest de- 
mands much decision, blended with much charity 
judgment, such inflexible adhesion the leading principles 
the redemptive scheme, combined with much elasticity 
respecting non-essentials, that extremely difficult for the 
human mind unaided comprehend it. truth 
grand, antagonistic man’s selfishness, pride 
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and proneness misplaced decision regard principle, 
and yet admirably adapted meet the claims free 
thought and the requisites holy church, that its discov- 
ery can hardly deemed the result human sagacity. 
Manifestly, the example our compassionate High Priest, 
and the divinely inspired pen Paul were needed bring 
convincingly before the comprehension mankind. prin- 
ciple noble and ennobling must occupy central place 
the church Christ. 

IX. Exactness mode, psychologically considered, much 
more important the eucharist than baptism. Baptism 
signifies our ingrafting into Christ and dedication him. 
The Lord’s supper not only signifies these, but that Christ 
the source and nourisher his imparted life within us. 
The subjective state required the recipient therefore 
some respects different. commemorating the death 
his Lord. kneeling, were, with him when 
“exceeding bowing and gazing upon him sus- 
pended torture the cross; hearing his groans anguish 
and cry desertion; and kindling with emotions the 
tenderest and most sympathetic. 

Such being the position the Lord’s supper and the sub- 
jective state appropriate its reception, the comparative 
evils the Christian life misapprehensions respecting the 
two rites will readily suggest themselves. The sympathies 
and affections the recipient the sacramental feast con- 
stituting the highest spiritual state, are most attenuated and 
delicate, often most evanescent; and hence, the partially 
sanctified heart, most easily disturbed, thoughts and asso- 
ciations all incongruous themselves; and service 
usually occupying from half hour hour, almost 
certain be. Even mistakes concerning its accidents are 
exceedingly liable produce injurious effects; and when 
these disturbing forces assume the character unfailing 
associations its celebration, most disastrous spiritual results 
will sure follow. This the history the con- 
firms. Hence the apostle earnestly selfex- 
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amination preparatory to, and connection with, its 
observance, that the mind and heart may cleared 
uncongenial thoughts and emotions during the hallowed 
hour. has left such instruction touching preparation 
for baptism. The reason obvious. Baptism 
administered but once. The Lord’s supper often 
repeated. mistake misapprehension often repeated, 
must necessity intensify multiply the evil 
The manner son’s adoption into family cannot 
important the method his conduct afterwards. can- 
not true that the conscientious mistakes domestic 
servant performing her daily mistakes liable 
disturb the whole household— are consequence; while 
she make conscientious mistake touching the precise 
mode entering the family, she must treated alien. 

view these considerations, exactness mode, 
human view, must less important baptism than the 
eucharist. therefore Christ has made baptism modal, 
and the eucharist not so, the reason lies the inscrutable 
depths divine sovereignty. respect can only 
say: Even so, Father, for seemed good thy sight.” 


Our leading design this part our discussion has been 
transfer sacramental communion from the modality 
baptism (including the reception the rite 
its basis, baptism accepted Christ; show that 
the freedom the gospel dispensation extends its rites 
constituting ritual liberty, which insures the acceptance 
rite ceremony when its essentialities are retained, 
and performed manner conscientiously believed 
that ritual precision, while element homo- 
geneous with ritualistic church, utterly incompatible 
with church disenthralled from ceremonial bondage that 
the gospel church has one rite form worship, modal, 
while the others partake the free spirit the church 
which they are the abiding exponents, the reason can 
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discover assignable cause for the distinction. Conse- 
quently, has been our endeavor show that when 
society Christians covenant with God and with each 
other have submitted baptism the form conscientiously 
believed scriptural, Christ accepts them baptized 
Christians, and the body true church entitled the 
privileges church. According principles Part pp. 
490, 491 the higher law charity, therefore, our 
guide, and free sacramental communion becomes the law. 


have now traced our argument through three processes 
demonstration: (1) Shown that free communion de- 
manded the nature and genius the (2) the 
laws associated (3) the radical element 
the Christian church itself. perfect harmony subsists 
between all tend one point; all culminate one 
glorious summit the unity the redeemed their Head, 
symbolized the holy supper, the memorial feast the 
household God. might have concluded priori that 
the rites and institutions the gospel, and the manner 
observing them would entire agreement with its spirit 
and genius and thorough and careful investigation 
find the conjecture true. 

Hence we-have dwelt much this discussion charity 
unity Christ. Charity must the determinative char- 
acter system which the product mercy; and the 
essence and life the gospel is, and must be, the life the 
gospel church and its institutions. free communion 
full harmony with the spirit the gospel, and close 
communion not, the former must true, and the latter 
untenable. Indeed the whole controversy battle about 
love call ritual righteousness, expediency, wisdom, suit- 
ableness, congruity, fitness, resolvable into this all- 
comprehending affection how may most intelligently, 
wisely, and successfully exercised relation the positive 
institutes the gospel, and keeping with it. 
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NOT DEMONSTRABLE. THE HISTORICAL ARGUMENT. CONCLUSION, 


Baptism the Lord’s Supper 
not demonstrable. 


Founded upon the indispensableness mode baptism, 
strict communionists maintain the further position that 
there constituted order the two rites the 
baptism necessarily preceding the holy 
the divine Lawgiver has established unalterably the 
institutes themselves. cannot reversed for the sake 
comfort convenience even for hour. They even 
affirm that all obligation partake Christ’s supper 
based upon the previous reception baptism. indispen- 
sable, indeed, this order, that would sin partake 
the eucharist this order being fixed and 
unalterable that established between circumcision and the 
passover the Mosaic ritual. 

The battle between free and strict communionists among the 
Baptists rages most fiercely around this point. the Pedo- 
baptists, however, comparatively little con- 
cern. their estimation, the argument for free communion 
already presented sufficient. The denial the necessary 
precedence baptism the eucharist only corroborative 
previous conclusions only shows that the free ritualism 
the apostles applies not less the order than the mode 
gospel rites. Not that the order deemed importance. 
Pedobaptists, indeed, generally admit the propriety the 
precedence baptism the eucharist; some maintain that 
should invariably precede others, that while this order 
the rule, not the inevitable rule. Their main positions 
are two: Their baptism acceptable Christ the Paul- 
ine principle already discussed. deny the truthful- 
ness fixed inviolable order the sacramental rites 
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the gospel, that baptism, all circumstances and all 
ages, must precede the eucharist; obligation partake 
the latter depending entirely the reception the former. 
This denial, they maintain, not-necessary for them 
demonstrate. will enough show that the invariable 
antecedence baptism the sacramental supper incapable 
proof. For this point can made clear will also 
clear, first, that the Baptists may enjoy: the privilege com- 
munion with Pedobaptists around the table their Lord; 
and secondly, may their privilege, their duty. 
will now present some considerations disproving the 
necessity baptismal sacramental ordinances. 
fundamental our argument relative the view before us, 
that whatever essential ritual service requires positive 
precept its equivalent. The two rites the gospel are 
appointed express precepts. with all its outward 
observances, unless they are developments some principle 
incorporated the institutes the old dispensation, and 
brought over the new. Baptist brethren deny all 
authoritative connection between the Mosaic and the gospel 
church. Its rites and all that pertains their essentiality 
must therefore definitely prescribed precepts. If, then, 
the precedence baptism the Lord’s supper essen- 
tiality, may expect find the order definitely stated 
the form positive law. Precedent, the circumstances, 
admitted law, must clearly, indisputably the 
legal will Christ the matter preclude all reasonable 
possibility mistaking its authoritative significance other- 
wise may justly esteemed accident, not essentiality. 
This necessary precedence baptism the Lord’s 
supper must lie either the inherent natures necessary 
relations the positive laws enjoining the rites, the 
legal enactment the Lawgiver. law distinct 
requisition prescribing specific action. The baptismal law, 
“Go teach all nations, baptizing them the name the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost,” imposes 


416 FREE COMMUNION. 


specific obligation. The eucharistic law, this 
brance imposes another specific obligation. Each 
stands itself, and prescribes act standing 
One sustains dependent relation the other. One may 
observed acceptably with thought the other. There 
nothing their natures, nor the nature things, 
nothing the language which they are couched, nor 
the circumstances which they were given, establishing 
incontestibly the precedence one the other. Certainly 
there nothing their natures their relations which 
forbids the Lord’s supper put before baptism, Christ 
had ordained. Nor can the indispensable antecedence 
the latter the former established any process moral 
reasoning. not enough affirm that since baptism 
simply dedicatory while the eucharist commemorative and 
repeated, the single act should naturally performed 
before the commemorative and reiterated. might 
suitableness its priority ordinary cases, but that alone 
would not sufficient establish law invariable ante- 
cedence. Nor enough say that baptism marks the 
beginning the Christian life, indicating the first act 
consecration God, and the eucharist denotes nurture, 
increase the spirit consecration, the former must precede 
the latter natural necessity, planting the tree naturally 
precedes its cultivation there may propriety 
first dedicating the soul God baptism but the pro- 
priety the precedence one rite another very 
different thing from fixed inviolable law demanding it. 
Certainly the propriety does not imply that the neglect 
the first cancels all obligations perform the last. The 
neglect one sign dedication God reason, itself 
considered, for neglecting another most assuredly cannot 
imply prohibition perform the other. Private prayer 
individual communion soul with God, very properly goes 
before public prayer worship. This, might say, the 
natural order. But one will maintain that neglecting 
private prayer exempts one from the duty uniting public 
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prayer. Even the neglect one moral law does not release 
from obligation others. are required love God with 
all the heart, and our neighbor ourselves. But the failure 
love God does not release from the duty loving our 
neighbor. Much less can disobedience one many posi- 
tive precepts which stand independently, each its own 
basis, justifiable ground disobeying others. The fact, 
therefore, that there may propriety receiving baptism 
before the eucharist, does not establish fixed law prece- 
dence, that obligation the latter annulled neglect 
the former. Plainly, nothing but the express declaration 
the Lawgiver can determine the precedence baptism 
the Lord’s supper vital that our obligation partake 
the last depends entirely upon our previous submission 
the first. the Mosaic dispensation, circumcision was 
distinctly prescribed the necessary prerequisite the re- 
ception the passover. connection subsists between 
baptism and the Lord’s supper equally fixed and unalterable, 
have right expect precept prescribing the order 
equally definite. But that such precept can found 
not pretended.. Precedent the only remaining method 
which the inviolable connection question can estab- 
lished. But seems exceedingly incongruous the char- 
acter Christ holy Lawgiver his church, leave 
essentiality its most important ordinance learned 
the generations his disciples from the 
tainties precedent. 

The necessary precedence baptism the eucharist 
cannot proved apostolic precedent. Although seems 
unreasonable, very much like absudity, suppose 
that essentiality the determinative ordinance the 
gospel church, instead being distinctly stated, should 
left spelled out from the practice the apostles 
those who should come after them; yet this one the 
main grounds which our opponents build their argument 
for inherent and invariable connection between the two 
rites. The principle this: the disciples were appointed 
XXV. No. 99. 
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Christ erect the superstructure the visible church, 
their example constitutes law order its sacramental 
ordinances, universal and unalterable, though not stated 
the form statute. From this point, thus established, 
they infer that the neglect baptism annuls all obligation 
partake the holy supper. That baptism preceded the 
Lord’s supper the practice the apostles, far known, 
readily admit; and yet, that establishes law binding 
the church, all situations and all periods her eventful 
history, not our minds conclusive. precedent, 
become law universally obligatory, must indisputably 
express the legal will Christ direct precept. 
self-evident. But judged this criterion, the 
example relative the priority baptism the eucharist 
exceedingly defective. 

The foundation the argument laid 
assumed that Christ gave the apostles precept 
rule making the eucharist dependent baptism such 
sense that the observance the former prohibited, unless 
preceded submission the latter. This the first con- 
jecture. The second is, that was thought best conceal 
the precept and require the church, succeeding ages, 
spell out its existence from the practice the apostle. But 
why was not recorded, that the latest generation might 
have the advantage preceptive statement well they? 
would have occupied but little space record the precept, 
must invariably precede the supper.” 
Why was not? The only reply is: There was 
doubtless some wise reason for the omission. But this 
nothing more than pious guess. Thus the very foundation 
the argument enveloped the mists conjecture, 
which gives the whole air unsubstantialness. 

The bare precedent external observance Christ’s 
kingdom does not prove principle. The only object 
referring apostolic precedent establish law. Buta 
law always based principle; other words, 
carrying out into practical rule thought desire 
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the Lawgiver. therefore much more important 
ascertain the principle enjoining church rite, than ascer- 
tain the practice those who founded the Indced, 
the paramount object ascertaining the practice thereby 
ascertain the principle which the uniform practice sup- 
posed imply: principle—the reason motive for 
rite never changes the rite itself, its relations, may 
modified circumstances. Hence, the alleged uniform ex- 
ample the apostle, relative the point question, may 
not prove universal law. 

Look parallel instance. The institutes circumcision 
and the passover were both neglected the greater part the 
time the Israelites sojourned the wilderness. Moses, 
lawgiver Israel, stands the same relation the insti- 
tution the order and discipline the Jewish church, 
the apostles stand the institution the gospel church. 
Moses celebrated the passover leaving Egypt and the 
ensuing year; but never again. Circumcision was also 
first practised but was neglected ever after during his life. 
Indeed, the administration both institutes was omitted for 
some time after his death. Now suppose there had been 
positive statement the appointment these observances 
law, their relative and suppose the records 
the Jewish church had closed the death Moses, the 
records the apostolic church closed the death the 
apostles; what inference could have been justly drawn 
the Jews after times from the practice Moses respecting 
the obligation observe circumcision and 
Plainly, that they might omitted discretion. Precedent, 
this case, taught what was directly variance with law. 
The principle which God acted was, that would have 
people distinct from the other nations, and who should 
known people separated his worship and service. 
therefore instituted sign this separation. But the prin- 
ciple could out while they were isolated the 
wilderness without the sign. Circumstances this 
and that too purely ritual church, not only modified the 
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rites, their relations each other, but led precedent 
which actually sanctioned their omission altogether. The 
uniform practice the apostles, therefore, cannot itself 
prove that the antecedence baptism the Lord’s supper 
invariable law all the subsequent conditions 
and ages the church. 

The precedent the apostles this case specially 
unsatisfactory the ground assumed the Baptists dis- 
carding entirely the Old Testament source instruction 
concerning the rites and institutes the gospel church; 
affirming new organization having dependence 
the Mosaic. The rites and institutes church succeed- 
ing another and occupying its place, grounded the same 
covenant, incorporating the same great principles and leading 
designs —as the gospel church supposed the Pedobap- 
tists take the place the Sinaitic church may much 
more satisfactorily learned from precedent, than when the 
church believed entirely new organization, with 
new and more spiritual covenant, and with new rites and 
forms worship. the former case new organiza- 
tion old there may change the mode 
the rite, institute, observance, while the principle 
reason its new organic form substantially the same. 
such church the example its founders very easily 
assumes the authority law. 

Take for illustration the institution the Christian Sabbath. 
There reason lying deep man’s physical and moral 
nature for the devotion one seventh part time exclusively 
religious thought and service his physical nature requir- 
ing rest, and his moral welfare demanding occasionally 
entire suspension secular thought and feeling. This prin- 
ciple reason for the law the Sabbath recognized the 
old dispensation and still remaining, the question appropri- 
ately asked: there any indication that devoting one day 
seven forbidden the New Testament, this want 
man’s nature met any other way? not, the example 
the apostles observing the first day the week day 
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religious service very satisfactorily transformed into 
setting apart the first instead the seventh the holy 
Sabbath. 

Infant baptism another case point. The covenant 
the gospel church being but new dispensation the Abra- 
hamic covenant which included children with the parents, 
the question arises: that narrowed down exlude 
the children those who professed faith are received into 
it? the Jews the time Christ were very strongly 
attached this feature the covenant, naturally con- 
conclude that were narrowed modified exclude 
the children believing parents, should have some inti- 
mation it; indeed, positive prohibition their dedication 
the use the initiatory rite. But when, the absence 
all such intimation prohibition, hear Paul saying 
(Gal. iii. 29): And Christ’s, then are Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according the promise”; 
conclude that the Abrahamic covenant has flowed down 
sation. And when see the apostles acting just the 
covenant had come down with all its rich promises, 
blessing the children with the parents; Paul one time 
baptizing the jailor and all his straightway,” while have 
evidence that any but himself believed and another, 
baptizing Lydia and her household without the least intima- 
tion that any believed but herself; and hear him saying 
baptized also the household the example 
the apostles points once law requiring, the privi- 
lege permitting, the children believing parents received 
into the covenant under its new under its old dispensation 
the application the seal. 

view these instances see just the weakness the 
argument from the precedent the apostle viewed 
the Baptists. newly organized church which 
have old principle covenant long developed rites and 
usages fall the force example authorizing 
outward ceremonies and their order must always 
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because these may change with circumstances, while the prin- 
ciple covenant remains unaltered and unalterable. The 
practice the apostles respecting the Sabbath can never 
prove, with absolute certainty, that the first day the week 
Lord, without relying the principles and commands the 
Old Testament. that our Baptist brethren are 
undecided respect the holiness the Sabbath pre- 
scribed the fourth commandment. For the same reason 
the bare example the apostles can never teach with unerr- 
ing certainty the precedence baptism the holy supper. 
can more prove this order undeviating law 
than the practice Moses neglecting the rites circum- 
cision and the passover proves that these Jewish institutes 
might omitted all succeeding ages the Jewish church, 
celebrated according the will their leaders. The pre- 
cedent the apostles may prove that the principle could 
best carried out then putting baptism before the eucharist; 
but does not prove that circumstances individual cases 
may not rise the subsequent history the church, when the 
principle, more important principles, will better carried 
out reversing the order. 
Whatever not vital, but adventitious toan 
institute its administration, cannot considered bind- 
ing all ages and all circumstances. When precedent 
situated that may have legitimately arisen out 
existing circumstances, wants the element has 
necessary dependence superior will. The unleavened 
bread used the eucharist, its reception reclining 
posture, its celebration upper room, and evening, are 
this sort. These are all incidentals, and may modified 
circumstances, while the spirit the ordinance remains 
intact. the antecedence baptism the eucharist may 
incidental, never designed ‘invariable law all 
succeeding ages. 
This argument from apostolic precedent, taken its 
length and breadth, and carried into the various branches 
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Christian conduct, sword with two edges. When 
employed relative sacramental fellowship, cuts directly 
across the line thought pursued our opponents. Prece- 
dent thought principle, much more important than 
precedent external observances. Hence, the argument 
drawn from the apostolic precedent relative fellowship 
much stronger than the argument our opponents for the 
priority baptism the eucharist; the latter being 
precedent action merely, the former thought princi- 
ple. What was that principle? was that the gospel 
system that Christ’s disciples must forgive 
forgives (Eph. iv. was their 
belief that they must fellowship sacramentally all whom Christ 
thus fellowships. Hence, their precedent fellowship 
precedent the deepest Christian thought and experience 
the expression Christ’s heart, his yearning desires towards 
all his disciples. therefore principle wide the 
whole circle accredited believers, and lasting time. 
treating Christ’s disciples just treats them. From 
this principle the primitive disciples never deviated ecclesi- 
astical action. Thus have the example the apostles 
relative eucharistic fellowship the precedent principle 
and action combined. has all the force our opponents’ 
argument with the irresistable force precedent thought, 
Christian feeling addition. Besides, this primitive 
edent communion has for its basis definitely stated pre- 
cept (Rom. xv. 7): Wherefore receive one another, 
Christ received us, the glory God.” 

Consequently, the apostolic precedent relative free fellow- 
ship contains every element requisite constitute law 
invariable and immutable, meeting all individual cases 
every period the church’s history. uniform prece- 
dent action, and precedent principle, thought 
design, unalterable the feelings the Saviour’s heart. 
contains just what, and just all, that necessary give 
the authority and force universal law. The inference, 
therefore, our opponents, that the precedent the apostles 
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unbending law, excluding all the unbaptized from 
church fellowship, coming does direct collision with 
another precedent confirmed precept, cannot justly 
drawn. For impossible that apostolic precedent should 
establish two laws demanding lines conduct exactly oppo- 
that obedience one necessarily disobedience 
the other. 

IV. The apostolic commission, maintained, expressly 
teaches the precedence baptism the sacramental supper. 
recorded Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. This called the law 
the Christian church.” Here have, said, the 
Men are first taught the way salvation, then baptized, 
and afterwards instructed observe all things commanded 
and among these “all things” observed the 
Lord’s supper. This order, said, strictly followed. 
Hence, inferred that the omission baptism implies 
forfeiture-of the privileges the eucharist. But this, say 
the least, far-drawn conclusion, and fastened its premise 
threads extremely attenuated. Besides, according our 
reasoning under the preceding head, means legiti- 
mate. This mention baptism may imply the natural order, 
even the order preferred Christ, and still may not prove 
that the omission baptism exempts from all obligation 
the Lord’s supper and all the other things observed 
even rendering sin observe them. may imply 
propriety the order, the best general rule. 
when undertake make universal rule iron 
track which can never properly deviated from any cir- 
cumstances, and draw from the still further inference, that 
the omission baptism excuses from the duty the eucha- 
rist, even rendering its observance, however conscientious one 
may be, however tender strong his attachment his 
Saviour, offensive his sight, draw from our fancies 
prejudices, not from the living word. 

Besides, this inference correct, proves too much. 
The things observed doubtless include all Chris- 
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tian duties and privileges. the neglect baptism deprives 
the privileges the eucharist, and exempts from the duty 
observing it, then neglect baptism releases from obliga- 
tion all Christian duties, and deprives all Christian 
privileges. releases from obligation prayer and public 
worship, brotherly love, contributing the 
saints, warning sinners, admonishing the erring among those 
who profess the Saviour’s indeed, from laboring 
any capacity for Christ. the omission baptism releases 
not from all these duties, and still urged that releases 
from the duty the sacramental table, then the omission 
baptism releases from part only the duties included 
the “all which extremely distorted interpre- 
tation the passage. making discrimination utterly 
without warrant. The position our opponents drives them 
this absurdity, unless they assume the ground that the “all 
things” imply simply church and privileges, 
tion from Christian duties and privileges. But this distinction 
would equally unreasonable. would make “all things” 
mean only one thing. Thus, their inference from the 
apostolic commission involves them most glaring incon- 
sistencies. 

still said, think their inference has some evidence 
it? will not materially strengthen our argument 
this. Evidence given point, and demonstration 
it, are two very different things often standing wide 
apart truth and error. just this fact 
that this inference not demonstrable—on which insist, 
and which rely for the maintenance our 
because furnishes ample ground for the exercise charity 
towards those who, the baptist sense, conscientiously mis- 
take the order the Christian institutes. 

Could the priority baptism the eucharist proved 
law Christ’s house, should still deny the right 
the Baptists withhold sacramental fellowship from the 
orthodox Pedobaptists two grounds, discussed Part 
Section (a) because Christ manifestly accepts baptism 
XXV. No. 99. 
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well the form sprinkling the form immersion 
because ritual freedom extends the order gospel 
rites not less than their modes; and thus releases the 
church from the obligation insisting upon the precedence 
one the other term sacramental recognition. 
these unchanging principles the New Testament plant 
ourselves, with apprehension being disapproved the 
Master. 

Strict communionists found argument for the prece- 
dence baptism the eucharist the identity John’s 
baptism with Christian baptism. This identity 
But have not time enter largely into the discussion 
the nor deem its solution essential our 
argument. will only mention few considerations which 
show the impossibility identifying the two. 
would premise that sameness form does not prove rites 
identical identity import alone proves this. 

The discriminating manner which John’s baptism 
invariably spoken of, indicates between and 
the Christian rite. never named without some 
tive adjunct guarding limiting its import. the bap- 
tism water, John’s baptism, the baptism repentance. 
Neither the evangelists nor the apostles ever call the 
simple name which they designate the Christian 
ordinance. 

John’s baptism did not belong the Christian dispensa- 
tion, and could not therefore identical with Christian 
baptism. John’s work was preparatory. came simply 
the harbinger Christ; not set his kingdom, but 
prepare the place for its erection. The predictions the 
prophets demonstrate this (Isa. Here allusion 
pioneers sent before victorious monarch going take 
possession city territory. Their service was pre- 
pare way for his coming. The monarch did not approach 
till their work was completed. They did not organize his 
this dignity was reserved for the monarch 
person. Christ did not take possession his kingdom, 
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set the agency John. John had such com- 
mission. was simply forerunner—a reformer. 
came the power Elijah call the nation repentance, 
make ready people prepared for the Lord” Christ 
could not set his kingdom till that reformatory work was 
done. Wherever, therefore, place the mission John, 
whether the old dispensation, dispensation pecu- 
twilight between the dawn and the rising the sun, most 
undeniably did not belong the new dispensation, unless 
can identify two things utterly preparation for 
event with the event itself. John’s baptism form may 
indeed have been introduced into Christ’s kingdom after 
was founded, and had assumed the prerogatives king. 
But this very different thing from supposing 
identically the same. The nature and significance rite 
must always partake the nature and significance the 
dispensation whose purpose serves. 

The fact that the Messianic kingdom the new dispen- 
sation was not set till after John’s baptism was instituted, 
shows that was not Christian baptism. This not matter 
inference adduced under the last head, but positively 
stated. John proclaimed that the kingdom was 
hand; was approaching, but had not come. speaks 
Christ, the head this kingdom, the 
know that Jesus did not even begin preach for some 
months after John began baptize. Now plain that 
sovereign absolute monarch must sole lawgiver his 
own dominions. would absurdity speak the 
laws institutions Cyrus before ascended the throne; 
certainly before the kingdom Persia was founded. This 
must especially true respecting Christ, who sovereign 
the highest sense, exalted that can admit coun- 
All the rites and ordinances his kingdom must 
surely have originated with himself. universally allowed 
that Christ originated every other rite part the disci- 
pline and order his church except baptism. Even the 
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Pedobaptists, who maintain that the principles the rites 
the gospel church were brought over from the Mosaic dispen- 
sation, admit that they were brought over his sole author. 
ity. Surely the Baptists, occupying the position that all the 
institutes the Christian church are enactments entirely 
new, must admit this. extremely inconsistent main- 
tain that the most important rite the new dispensation 
they affirm, the very foundation stone Christ’s visible 
church, was instituted even before the distinctive form 
New Testament kingdom had begun be. aver- 
ments that cometh after preferred before 
me, for was before must increase, but must 
that cometh from heaven above all” 
clash with the idea that John was empowered set the 
kingdom Christ, enact and promulgate its laws. The 
time and manner promulgating the law baptism have, 
too, striking significance bearing this point. was 
directly after had announced that all power heaven 
and earth was given him administer his mediatorial 
kingdom. The logical connection this: have accom- 
plished the work atonement and instruction, now 
fully empowered promulge the laws and institutions 
kingdom. ye, therefore,” ete. (Matt. xxviii. 19). 
Why, this last commission, did designate baptism, and 
not the memorial supper, both had been appointed before 
Does not the omission the latter indicate that baptism was, 
now first appointed, and its formula stated 

John’s baptism was not administered the name 
Christ, and therefore was not Christian baptism. Nothing 
more determinative the nature baptism than the name 
which administered. baptized into the name 
profession hjs principles, implying unreserved submission 

them the rules life. baptized into the name 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, solemn 
dedication the whole being the Triune Jehovah; 
acknowledgment all the blessings which each the 
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Persons the Holy Trinity has engaged confer believ- 
ers the scheme belief that the Father 
one’s covenant God and Protector, that the Son his Aton- 
ing Sacrifice and Intercessor, and the Holy Spirit, his 
are not informed that the baptism John was 
administered the name any one. was simply 
baptism unto repentance. was not administered the 
name Jesus; for when John began baptize, Jesus was 
not known him. have knowledge that changed 
his practice this respect afterwards. certainly did not 
baptize the name the Holy Trinity. His baptism, there- 
fore, was not identical with the Christian rite. 

The faith required the two baptisms was totally dif- 
ferent. The one being faith that the Messiah was speedily 
come the other faith trust his blood shed for the 
faith dissimilar, that while the former may exercised 
the natural man, the latter can exercised only the 
regenerate. Our Baptist brethren especially insist that this 
higher faith implied Christian baptism, regarding 
even symbol Christ’s death and resurrection; and 
consequently expressive faith him our dying 
Lord. Did John’s baptism have this profound signifi- 
cance? The opinions Christ’s disciples, even the 
period his death, refute the supposition. 

Those who were received into the church the apostles 
after the kingdom Christ was actually set up, were bap- 
tized according the injunction given just before his ascen- 
sion, notwithstanding they had received John’s baptism. 
This was unquestionably true some the three thousand 
converted the day Pentecost. not insist 
this, certain that the disciples Ephesus, who had 
previously received only John’s baptism, submitted Chris- 
tian baptism. 

plain that regeneration, vital union Christ, 
was not the determinative qualification for the reception 
John’s baptism, while this the determinative qualification 
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for Christian which distinction marks the vital 
difference between the two rites. Whatever may have been 
the nature the repentance which John summoned the 
Jewish nation, evident that did not insist the man- 
ifestation the candidate that repentance which alone 
the product the renewed heart. 

have disposition deny that John inculcated gen- 
uine repentance. Indeed, not see how holy God, 
who looks the heart, and estimating character always 
weighs the spirit, could have commissioned one preparing 
the way for the Messiah preach anything but true, godly 
sorrow for sin. But what kind repentance was John com- 
missioned preach, and what kind repentance did his 
hearers actually exercise, and what kind was made the ground 
baptism, are questions very different from each other, the 
confounding which has caused much perplexity. 
admit, therefore, that the which John preached was 
that repentance which flows from regenerated heart but 
see evidence that this was made test 
for the reception baptism. did require it, must 
have been deceived times almost without number. 
said that Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, were baptized him doubtless many thou- 
sands. these confessed their sins. Now they had been 
regenerated, and their repentance was truly Christian, they 
would have accepted Christ when came. the highest 

Christ’s disciples named about five hundred. 
The other hundreds baptized John rejected him; which 
can accounted for, only the supposition that, while they 
professed repentance, their hearts had not been renovated 
the Holy Ghost. The probability is, that but very few 
them had been born again; and therefore that evidence 
regeneration was not deemed indispensable qualification 
for the rite. Their repentance, the language Dr. Justin 
Edwards, was persuasion the necessity repentance 
order the remission (Note Luke iii. See 
also Luke vii. 29). was baptism unto repentance 
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expressing purpose (Bloomficld Matt. iii. 11; Mark 
See Robinson, under d). These passages plainly indi- 
cate that evidence regeneration was not demanded the 
candidate for Johannic baptism. 

Hence, while Christian baptism appropriately called the 
called the repentance.” The editor Olshausen 
(Vol. 257) has well expressed this difference. “In 
John’s baptism was virtually said: thou art now im- 
mersed, hast thou deserved destroyed death 
thou now arisest, shouldest thou arise new man.’ 
the Christian baptism, the contrary, the language is: ‘As 
thou art now immersed, art thou now buried into the vica- 
rious death Christ; now emergest, art thou 
born again new man.’ 

John also suggests similar distinction between his baptism 
and that Christ, his intimation that the demands the 
latter would far more profound and heart-searching (Matt. 
11,12; John 6-13). The purport these passages is: 
“You may reccive baptism false profession 
repentance, superficial reformation but when Christ, 
whose forerunner am, shall come, your sincerity shall 
searchingly tested. shall baptize with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire the Regenerator will receive none 
his who are not thus wrought upon the Holy 
Ghost. will make thorough sifting among those who 
receive baptism all who are not him the 
graces the Spirit will regarded chaff, and burned with 
unquenchable fire.” 

Thus Christian baptism, the initiatory rite the Christ- 
ian church church regenerated members, demands 
the evidence regeneration; change which the great 
majority those who received John’s baptism had not 
experienced, and which indicates similar difference the 
nature the baptism which Christ instituted. 

For these reasons, and for others which might adduced, 
John’s baptism can never proved identical with Christian 
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baptism. have therefore determinative evidence that 
Christian baptism was instituted before the the 
eucharist being instituted before Christ’s Christian 
baptism, not till just before his ascension. 

The two great arguments for the precedence baptism 
the eucharist, built the identity Johannic with 
Christian baptism, therefore fall the ground. 
gued that Christian baptism was first instituted, must 
first administered. This argument exceedingly 
But whatever strength has rests entirely the 
that John’s baptism was Christian baptism. that not 
Christian baptism, the eucharist was first appointed, and 
therefore, according the argument, first admin- 
istered. That the disciples being baptized with John’s 
were baptized before partaking the sacramental 
supper. John’s baptism was not Christian baptism, 
the disciples with whom the Lord’s supper was first celebra- 
ted were not baptized. Our opponents themselves admit that 
there decided proof the baptism only two them, 
even with John’s baptism. But Johannic baptism not 
Christian baptism, there not particle evidence that 
one them ever submitted the Christian rite. What 
shall done with this Ought have 
authority with those who rely much upon precedent when 
pointing the opposite direction 


II. The Argument. 


The Christian church has given, every age and country, 
its almost unaminous testimony favor receiving her 
fellowship, the emblems the Saviour’s death, all who 
give satisfactory evidence faith his blood, separation 
from the world, and dedication his her central 
governing influences have been this direction. 
vital point the primitive church. was not deemed more 
important profess Christ than maintain the unity all 
him. True, there were some dissentients, such the 
Donatists and Novitians, there were from most other es- 
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sential truths the gospel. But the great body the church 
rose against these advocates dissent. remarkable that 
the church, amidst all her contentions both the East and 
the West, should have preserved this central principle 
till she sank under the clouds error and for- 
mality which chilled her very life amid the frosts the Middle 
Ages. And not less remarkable, that when she emerged 
from that darkness the sixteenth century, this spirit 
unity rose with her inseparable part her very exis- 
tence. was earnestly defended Luther, Melanchthon, 
Calvin, and all the other great lights the Reformation. 
was incorporated all the important Protestant creeds 
Europe. But have not time enumerate the details 
necessary substantiate the above views. This vein argu- 
ment has been skilfully and successfully wrought Dr. 
the reader referred for particulars. 

This historical argument expresses the religious conscious- 
ness the Christian world. tells unmistakably how 
the Christian heart feels concerning sacramental communion. 

admit that the general voice the church relative 
topics merely ritual dogmatical, entirely disconnected from 
Christian experience, carries little weight with but when 
relates vital points the gospel which the Spirit vivifies 
and works into the soul practical realities, becomes sig- 
nificant and worthy regard. The incidentals the Lord’s 
supper belong the former its spirit and essentialities 
the latter. The uniform voice the church, the wisest 
and most learned, those who have drank deepest the 
pure wells salvation, advocating sacramental fellowship 
with all whom the Saviour receives, shows thai the 
dictate the most vital experiences the gospel, and should 

Before closing this head, will briefly allude one 
historical argument which bears with peculiar force the 
Baptists, owing their position infant baptism. 


They maintain that this was unknown the apostles. 
XXV. No. 99. 
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began introduced the second century, and the 
fourth, little later, became universal custom till the 
rising the sun the Reformation, which dispersed the 
clouds which had gathered over this well other impor- 
tant truths. Now, either infant baptism became 
universal practice, contrary all observation regard 
the operations the human mind receiving newly pro- 
pounded opinions, especially one based complicated 
process reasoning that infant baptism the custom. 
came gradually some receiving the inovation, others re- 
jecting that there must have been, now, two classes 
Christians Baptists and Pedobaptists. Consequently they 
either tolerated each other and communed one 
separated from the other, and set new organization. But 
have evidence that the Baptists and Pedobaptists who 
lived during the alleged transition state the church were 
divided into distinct communions. the hypothesis the 
Baptists therefore, that infant baptism innovation, free 
not mixed communion, during the period that elapsed from 
its introduction its universal prevalence, moral cer- 
The idea that Baptists and Pedobaptists, grounds 
Christian charity, should extend each other sacramental 
recognitions, opinion, the historical position the 
Baptists old, least, the third century. 


Such are some the leading positions and arguments the 
advocates free communion. They are clear, decisive, 
and scriptural, that cannot doubt either their truthfulness 
their eventual reception the churches. 
indeed Zion will the day when those who belong the 
one body Christ, and are members one another,”’ shall 
treat each other with the tenderness and cordiality which the 
ineffable unity demands. 


Dr. Pond’s Lectures Christian Theology, pp. 690, 691. 
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ARTICLE II. 


THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH THE 
UNITED STATES. 


BROWN, D.D., PROFESSOR THEOLOGY THE THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY THE GENERAL SYNOD, GETTYSBURG, PA. 


preparation satisfactory statement concerning the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, such the Bibliotheca Sacra 
desires and reasonably expects, completing the series 
denominational Articles, task not easy execution and 
the writer does not even presume hope that will 
entirely successful the attempt. The most that can 
promise himself others some fair degree good inten- 
tion and honest endeavor. 

number things combine enhance the difficulty 
the undertaking. The Lutheran church boasts the liberty 
non-essentials granted her children. She does not 
design burden the conscience fetter the free develop- 
ment individual liberty. everything not expressly 
revealed the word God, and included the faith 
the church, she allows and practices large degree 
diversity. Her great Confession distinctly declares that for 
the true unity the Christian church not necessary that 
uniform ceremonies, instituted men, should everywhere 
observed” (Augsburg Confession, Art. this country, 
originally composed different nationalities, conducting 
her worship different tongues, constantly receiving large 
accessions from different countries, she exhibits more 
less the peculiarities which distinguish different parts 

the church existing the several countries where she 
known. Hence her organization not compact, nor her 
government and usages uniform, those some other 
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denominations. the present condition the church 
this country not the most favorable such statement 
exposition, and indeed would seem almost forbid any 
one speak for the whole. 

Still the Evangelical Lutheran church may justly claim 
the privilege being heard, and others may justly claim 
know something her history, doctrines, usages, For, 
besides being far the largest Protestant body the world, 
the Lutheran church has distinct position the United 
States among evangelical denominations, and Providence has 
given her great work Such statement seems the 
more appropriate and important this Journal, because 
the region where published and has its largest circula- 
tion, the Evangelical Lutheran church comparatively but 
little known. The writer would only further premise, that 
does not assume speak for the whole church, only 
claims expects such weight given his statements, 
the truth will secure for itself. 


The Lutheran church known history different 
titles. The name Lutheran was first applied Eck, 
the famous disputation with Luther, the year 1519; and, 
being designed term reproach, well liable 
misapprehension and prejudice, was opposed the Re- 
former himself. had desire have his name given 
any portion the church, and those who have been 
bear it, while holding highest veneration 
the name Luther, utterly disavow any sentiments that 
might seem savor undue homage man, regarding 
him any other light than that instrument the 
hands God, chosen indeed, reform and bless the church. 
the Diet Spires, 1529, the name Protestant was 
those who protested against the usurpations and 
abuses the Romish church, and this title was afterwards 
extensively applied such adhered the Lutheran faith. 
The historical and official title, which the church known 
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some countries the present day, that The Church 
the Augsburg Confession.” The term German Lutheran 
Church” used some designate the denomination, 
somewhat German Reformed Dutch Reformed em- 
ployed, although the church has not all been confined 
Germany, even the continent Europe, and this 
country such title has fitness propriety. The 
Lutheran reformers would have preferred the simple title 
Evangelical” but yielding the force circumstances, 
and submitting the laws which fix and determine even 
names and titles, the church has accepted, the generally 
received appellation, that Evangelical Lutheran”; and 
this serves, name least, distinguish her both from 
the Roman Catholic church, and.from other de- 


nominations. 


The planting the Lutheran church this country dates 
back almost the first settling the colonies, and was the 
joint result religious persecution the Old World, and 
sincere desire extend the true religion Christ this 
western hemisphere. Gustavus Adolphus, that illustrious 
hero the Protestant and the Lutheran faith, had been 
enthusiastic his project establish Protestant colonies 
this newly-discovered country, and was only diverted from 
the carrying out his plans, being compelled devote 
all his energies, with his noble life, the defence the faith 
home. After his death, the bloody but victorious field 
Liitzen, Oxenstiern, Prime Minister Sweden, urged for- 
ward the important cause that was secure this land 
home and refuge for all the oppressed. the year 
only seventeen years after the landing the Puritans 
Plymouth Rock, and thirty after the first settlement 
Jamestown, Virginia, two ship loads Swedish Lutherans 
settled the Delaware. This settlement was designed 
the interest Protestant Christianity, and the 
Lutheran type. Much interest was manifested the evan- 
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gelization the Indians, and the first book ever translated 
and published their language was Luther’s Smaller Cate. 
chism. time Elliot was performing his truly apostolic 
labors behalf the Indians New England, Swedish 
Lutheran missionaries were engaged the same holy work 
Delaware and Pennsylvania. The royal instructions 
the governor this colony enjoined especially that the true 
worship God and pure faith should maintained. 

Even prior the Swedish settlement the Delaware, 
among the settlers New Amsterdam, now New York, were 
Lutherans, but they not seem have done much 
for their church, have enjoyed special favor with their 
Dutch neighbors who bore rule. The ties relationship, 
common faith, and the persecutions endured Protestants 
before coming America, were not all sufficient teach 
them every instance the lessons charity and toleration, 
and the Lutherans New Amsterdam were doomed 
experience, from their fellow Protestants, somewhat the 
rigor and unkind treatment both had suffered home. 
was not until 1664, after repeated applications, and when 
the New Netherlands surrendered the crown 
Great Britain, that Lutherans received the privilege pub- 
licly worshipping God New York, according their own 
convictions. This privilege, now happily enjoyed all 
this land, was not then considered inalienable right, and 
the denial these Lutherans must charged rather 
the spirit the age than set down the discredit the 
Dutch church, which not behind any other the love of. 
freedom and respect for civil and religious rights. only 
alluded here item history. 

The chief settlement however Lutherans, and that from 
which part the Lutheran church this country 
has grown, was that Germans Pennsylvania, and neigh- 
boring States. For this movement preparations had been. 
going Germany for half century; and the hand 
Providence was less visible than the settlement 
other portions the land other Chris- 
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tians. The fires persecution had been kindled, and 
violently did they rage, that they threatened devour the 
church. single picture from Macaulay will give some 
faint idea the hardships and sufferings endured Protes- 
tants some portions Europe during this era. Dumas 
received orders turn one the fairest regions Europe 
into wilderness. ..... The French commander announced 
nearly half million human beings that granted 
them three days grace, and that within that time they 
must shift for themselves. Soon the roads and fields, which 
then lay deep snow, were blackened innumerable 
multitudes men, women, and children, flying from their 
homes. Many died cold and hunger; but enough sur- 
vived fill the streets all the cities Europe with lean 
and squalid beggars, who had once been thriving farmers 
and shopkeepers. Meanwhile the work destruction began. 
The flames went from every market-place, every hamlet, 
every parish church, every country seat, within the devoted 
provinces.” The imagination may left supply the rest. 
wonder that multitudes sought homes this New World, 
where Providence had prepared refuge for the persecuted 
and oppressed. Some few had arrived earlier, but the 
year 1710, the stream began flow that poured its thousands 
and tens thousands German Lutherans upon these 
shores. The movement was liberally patronized Queen 
Anne and the British government, and was designed afford: 
relief from the horrors Romish persecution, and the 
same time people the British colonies. 

These early emigrants suffered greatly their 
from the want ministers, places worship, and the 
means grace. They had depend the father-land for 
and chiefly also for religious publications. 
out regular organizations many instances, and without. 
churches, they enjoyed few privileges belonging God’s 
house and yet many heart there continued glow the: 
fervor Christian love and zeal. 

new epoch the history the church this country 
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was marked the coming Muhlenberg. 
1742, set himself vigorously work, visiting the churches, 
gathering the scattered members, conferring with 
already the ground, and due time effecting somewhat 
regular organization. Muhlenberg commonly looked 
back the patriarch, not the founder, Lutheranism 
the United States. him, more than any other one 
man does owe its firm establishment and its organic life. 
Six years after his arrival, the year 1748, the first Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod was formed. that time there 
were only eleven Lutheran ministers known this country, 
six whom, together with lay delegates, united the for- 
mation this first Synod, the others being too remote 
join with their brethren this action. Those present were 
Rev. Dr. Henry Muhlenberg, Revs. Brunnholtz, Hands- 
chuh, Hartwig, Sandin, and Naesman, the latter two the 
Swedish Lutheran church. Among other acts was the set- 
ting apart Kurtz the work the and 
from this time the church America was longer wholly 
dependent the church Europe for ministers the 
gospel. 

may well here, passing, notice the character 
the Lutheranism that early day. Judged the min- 
istry, must accord the merit superior excellence, 
high degree learning and wisdom with earnest 
zeal the work salvation. The Lutheran ministers, 
coming from Germany, were among the most learned the 
land, and devotion their calling were surpassed 
none. They were abundant labors. Coming chiefly from 
the Pietistic school Germany, they happily combined 
themselves thoroughness training and ripeness learning, 
with fervency spirit. Removed alike from formalism and 
fanaticism, they possessed zeal which was according 
‘knowledge. Happy would have been for the Lutheran 
had the successive ministers always equalled these 
pioneers talents, learning, piety, and true Christian zeal. 

worthy special observation, this age churchism 
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against Christian union and fellowship, when some are 
secking build higher and stronger the walls separa- 
tion between orthodox Protestant denominations, that while 
the faith and usages the Evangelical Lutheran 
church, they encouraged and practised the most enlarged 
spirit and action among evangelical churches. 
They knew nothing their practice narrow 
erant spirit. Their system Lutheranism was not that, 
whether former later age, which looks with suspicion 
distrust upon the genuineness other churches, refuses 
recognize and hold fellowship with those who not join 
with them the very same views, and the very same utter- 
ances. was enough for them that they had “one Lord, 
one faith, and one and they cordially and joyously 
extended the hand fellowship the ministers other 
communions. And this they did, not mere matter 
Christian courtesy, but good faith, according them what 
they claimed for themselves, true ministers Jesus 
Christ, and treated brethren the ministry. There 
was frequent interchange visits among them with ministers 
other churches, and the meetings their 
bodies witnessed the mutual esteem which each other was 
held. find the most friendly relations existing between 
Lutherans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, and others, and such 
names Muhlenberg and Tennant and Whitefield associated 
the work the Lord. They considered themselves breth- 
ren, servants the same Master, and engaged common 

Swedish and German ministers manifested brotherly the 
clergy other confessions that they were liberally disposed, and were desirous 
maintaining Christian friendship for and with all who love the Lord Jesus 
sincerity and truth. This course conduct failed not recipro- 
cal good will among the servants our Lord other churches. Brotherly 
kindness was all sides extended our preachers they received the most 
friendly invitations attend the conventions, conferences, associations, and 
synods sister churches, which civilities they, their turn, cheerfully recip- 
rocated. Pastor Muhlenberg, for instance, attended special invitation 
convention the English Episcopal church, and was received with distinguished 


kindness. another occasion the celebrated 
XXV. No. 98. 
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The Lutheran church continued grow, but its increase 
was not proportion its promising beginning, nor was 
there corresponding growth intelligence, piety, and good 
works. For lack English preaching many the young 
went off other churches, and effort was made 
remedy the loss. The church seemed only intended 
for Germans, and intense was the prejudice, that some 
doubted whether genuine Lutheranism could exist English 
churches. During the latter part the eighteenth and be- 
ginning the nineteenth centuries, the influence German 
rationalism was strongly felt, and all the alarming symptoms 
spiritual decay were but too manifest. Worldliness crept 
like flood, and with the decay faith and piety came 
the usual accompaniments neglect the church and the 
interests the Redeemer’s kingdom. character the 
ministry suffered learning and piety, and corresponded but 
too well with the general condition the church. 

From state lamentable indifference and inactivity the 
church was again aroused, and the formation the General 
Synod the Evangelical Lutheran church the United 
States, was once the result spiritual awakening, and 
the means further improvement and enlargement. 
event took place the year 1820, and from this dates 
entirely new era the history and operations the church. 


paid Dr. Muhlenberg visit, concerning which the latter expressed himself, 
letter friend, follows: The visit Rev. Mr. Tennant considered 
season spiritual Another time the brethren Muhlenberg, 
Kurtz, Wrangel, and Brezelius, attended the solemnities the Commencement 
Princeton College invitation. 1763 three ministers the Epis- 
copal church, Messrs. Durkee, Richard Peters, and Ingliss, three Presbyterian 
clergymen, Tennant, Dr. Finlay, President College, and the 
Presbyterian minister Newark Jersey, and Rev. Mr. Whitefield, delighted 
our German and Swedish brethren with presence and attention during the 
synodical sessions. Mr. Whitefield preached that the express 
request the Lutheran ministerium, and also attended the examination the 
children the Philadelphia congregation the truths the Christian religion, 
the close which endeavored, his own happy impress the 
mutual duties parents and children the all present.” History 
the American Lutheran Church, D.D., pp. 88, 89; see 
also Church the Redeemer, Rev. Dr. Schmucker, pp. 83-98. 
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Hitherto the several district synods, which had been formed, 
had organic connection, true bond union, and there 
was mutual co-operation combined effort the work 
building and extending the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
Each separate synod operated best could and its own 
way. The evil was felt, and felt deeply. Not only were 
brethren the same faith laboring without the sympathy 
and counsel much needed, but want any 
agency which the church could unite her means and 
energies establishing institutions and associations for the 
furtherance the gospel. this time the church had 
college general theological seminary, home foreign 
missionary societies, education, church extension, pub- 
lication boards general agency any kind 
which the efforts the church might directed. The 
organization the General Synod furnished bond union 
and central power agency, which, under God, has been 
the most efficient instrument promoting the general welfare 
the church. 

One the first acts the General Synod was found 
theological seminary, and thus make better provision for 
the supply ministers. Hitherto those preparing for the 
Lutheran ministry had either studied privately with some 
approved minister, had gone the theological seminaries 
other denominations. From the establishment theo- 
logical seminary there sprang colleges and other institu- 
tions learning and religion, until now the church can boast 
small number different sections the land. 
connection also with the General Synod, more less intimate, 
have been formed various societies benevolent and relig- 
ious character, with view the greater efficiency and 
wider influence the church. Publications recommended 
authorized the General Synod have been extensively 
used the churches, and the has been the most 
salutary kind. 

the time the formation the General Synod there 
were five Lutheran synods the United States, four which 
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united and took part the organization that body. One 
two these subsequently withdrew, and afterwards again 
united, and again withdrew. division and accretion the 
number increased, until 1861, when, the breaking out 
the war, the Southern synods were cut off, there were 
the General Synod nearly thirty distinct synods, embracing 
almost the entire territory the Union, and harmoniously 
co-operating the work God had given them do. 
that time new difficulties have arisen mar the harmony 
the church but these are too recent allow impartial 
judgment, and too uncertain their results hazard 
taken some recent movements the church before the 
close this Article. The loss the Southern synods, and 
other changes, left the number district synods the 
General Synod, its last meeting, twenty-three. 

Inasmuch the establishment the General Synod the 
Lutheran church the United States has had vastly more 
influence determining the character our Lutheranism, 
well advancing the general welfare the church, 
than any other one agency, some further notice that body 
seems necessary any correct proper understanding 
our subject. 

This event took place, already stated, the year 1820, 
and after considerable correspondence and consultation. 
culiar, and apparently insuperable, difficulties stood the 
way sucha movement. Rationalism the father-land was 
still predominant, and its influence was widely felt this 
eountry. There was great ignorance the principles 
genuine Lutheranism and opposition them, the part 
many. Synods well individuals had become careless 
orthodoxy, and there was extreme sensitiveness about 
burdening the conscience fettering the mind ecclesias- 
tical authority. The church had almost lost sight her 
noble Confession, and ignorance its contents was followed 
disregard its claims. Even the Synod Pennsylvania, 
the mother-synod, and which has always been jealous her 
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Lutheran character, had ceased require her ministers, 
licensure and ordination, any adhesion even the Augs- 
burg Confession. For many years preceding and succeeding 
the formation the General Synod, the Synod 
required but the word God, and there 
was allowed very wide latitude interpretation. Laxity 
doctrine, suspicion authority, impatience restraint, 
with wide-spread indifference, diversity sentiment and lan- 
guage, and scattered church, all combined dishearten 
those who longed for union and the spiritual welfare our 
Lutheran Zion. The fathers had fallen asleep, and the 
children had lost much their spirit, and become estranged 
from one another. 

But divine voice was calling the church arise and 
shine. few noble men set themselves remedy the exist- 
ing evils. With becoming reverence and sublime faith 
Jesus Christ, the Supreme Head his church,” they 
“Relying upon God our Father, the name our Lord 
Jesus Christ, under the guidance and direction the Holy 
Spirit the word God, for the promotion the practice 
brotherly love, the furtherance Christian concord, 
the firm establishment and continuance the unity the 
Spirit the bond the deputies, for 
ourselves and our successors, adopt the following funda- 
mental articles,” etc. Constitution, preamble. 

the General Synod was simply union synods, 
its powers were chiefly advisory, leaving the judicial and 
executive authority mainly the hands the district 
synods. did not design adopt formally creed, but 
has various ways given currency and prominence the 
Augsburg Confession, and has been the chief means rein- 
stating its proper position honor and authority that 
universal symbol the Lutheran faith. 

The type Lutheranism designed established was 
truly evangelical, yet liberal and such might 
haply unite the various portions the church, and also bring 
her into cordial and active co-operation with other evangeli- 
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cal churches, the common work evangelizing the world, 
other union could then have been effected, and none 
liberal would have satisfied the enlarged and catholic views 
the founders the General Synod. Nothing could have 
been further from their spirit and aim than the attempt 
build narrow and exclusive sect. The Constitution 
adopted provides (Art. iii. sec. vii.): The General Synod 
shall ..... sedulously and incessantly regardful the cir- 
cumstances the times, and every casual rise and 
unity sentiment among Christians general, order 
that the blessed opportunities promote concord and unity, 
and the interests the Redeemer’s kingdom may not pass 
neglected and unavailing.” 
Accordingly the General Synod has entered into corres- 
pondence, interchange delegates, with various other 
denominations, and has encouraged active co-operation with 
other churches, the American Bible Society, Tract Society, 
Sunday School Union, and other national, benevolent, and 
Christian institutions. 
Her efforts behalf theological education, founding 
general. theological seminary, and encouraging the estab- 
lishment colleges and seminaries, have done much in- 
crease the number and improve the character the ministry 
the church. Some four hundred ministers have already 
been trained her theological seminary, while the number 
has been greatly increased other institutions growing out 
this. Indeed, but for the establishment the General 
Synod, difficult see how the church could have been 
supplied with ministers, her continued existence the 
land maintained for previous this nothing worthy had 
been attempted accomplished. The General Synod hav- 
inaugurated such movements, leaves the carrying out 
plans chiefly the district synods, they have the power 
act more decisively and efficiently. 
The preparation and publication suitable books and 
writings, such catechisms, forms liturgy, collections 
hymns, for the use the churches has also been 
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work the General Synod. This part her work has been 
attended with peculiar difficulties, owing the diversity 
tastes, difference language, constant change going 
the transition from German English, and the disposition 
the part many consult rather their own convenience 
interest than the harmony and the whole. 
the General Synod has effected much this direction, and 
there growing disposition profit her labors and 
counsels. 

That the General Synod has not directly accomplished 
more, not much owing any want power, the 
object and design the organization, and the character 
material that composed that body. may truly said 
has surpassed the expectations its earliest best friends. 

not the design this Article furnish history 
the Lutheran church the United States, even 
sketch her history, any further than may aid clearer 
understanding her present position, may pass now 
other points, leaving subsequent part any further presen- 
tation facts that may deemed interest importance. 
These historical references have already extended beyond 
our intention, and the reader may prefer learn something 
about the faith, doctrines, usages, and distinctive peculiarities 
the Lutheran church. What follows will refer chiefly 
the Evangelical Lutheran church embraced the General 
Synod the United States. This the service which 
the writer was specially invited. Hence the introduction 
prominently the General Synod, and hence the general 
tenor what may yet have say. less said about 
other portions the church, and special prominence given 
this branch Lutheranism, because this the object 
and intention the Article. others will allowed the 
task telling their own story. 


common with all orthodox Protestant churches, the 
Lutheran church holds the canonical scriptures 
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and New Testaments the inspired word 
God and only infallible rule faith. this there 
nothing peculiar, yet the interpretation the scriptures 
she perhaps less shackled than most churches systems 
doctrine opinions men. The history the Lutheran 
church exhibits remarkable freedom the discussion 
all doctrines, and even those points which she differs 
from other churches, she adheres her own views the 
faith only far she insists that these views are accord- 
ance with the divine word and founded upon it. Without 
discarding philosophy, depreciating the service reason, 
disregarding the voice the church other ages, she 
prefers the Bible learn what believe and what 
do, and receive its teachings, without submitting them 
the decisions Fathers, Councils, Creeds. Those who 
prepared and presented the Augsburg Confession 
not feel willing transmit our children and descend- 
ants, and entail upon them, any other doctrine than that 
the pure divine word”’ (Art. xxi.); and further declare their 
purpose not receive anything either doctrine cere- 
monies contrary the holy 

The Formula Concord, regarded some portions 
the church symbolical authority, alike decisive, and 
draws clear distinction between the divine word and all 
systems prepared uninspired men, when says: 
believe, teach, and confess that the only rule and standard, 
according which all doctrines and teachers alike ought 
tried and judged, are the prophetic and apostolic scrip- 
tures the Old and New Testaments adding that 
symbols and other writings are not authorities like the 
holy scriptures but they are only testimony and explana- 
tion our faith, showing the manner which any time 
the holy scriptures were and explained those 
who then lived.” 

The position the church thus one direct antago- 
nism: Deists, and all others‘who deny the need 
divine revelation, and that the Bible the word God. 
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9d. Rationalists, and all those who reject the supernatural, 
deny the divine inspiration the Bible, who would 
subordinate its teachings their own reason. 3d. Ro- 
manists, and all who deny the sufficiency the scriptures, 
who would exalt tradition the authority the church 
equality with the word God. 4th. all, whatever 
church, who deny the private interpretation, that 
the scriptures are safe guide the hands the people, 
who should read and judge for 

The Evangelical Lutheran church must ignore her origin, 
discard her confession, and repudiate her history, before she 
can become anything else than what she has always been 
the uncompromising friend the divine authority, sufficiency, 
and inestimable value all, the divine word. 


CoNFESSION FAITH. 


While the church holds the Bible the only and in- 
fallible rule faith, she not without Confession, that 
may known how she understands the Bible, especially 
all the most important points. The only Confession Faith 
universally recognized the Evangelical Lutheran church 
throughout the world, well the United States, that 
presented the Diet Augsburg, 1550. the mother- 
symbol Protestantism, and has had more with shap- 
ing the Confessions Protestant Christendom than any other 
Confession ancient modern times. This not the place 
Confession, but may stated that has won the highest 
homage from the most distinguished theologians other 
churches. Calvin says: “It pride willingly and cheer- 


The learned historian, Mosheim, observes: According the 
this church (Lutheran) the entire rule for correct religious fuith and for holy 
life drawn exclusively from the books dictated God himself; and 
believes that these books, course, are plain and easy 
respect the way salvation, that every man who possesses common sense, 
and who understands their language, can ascertain their meaning for himself, 
without interpreter.” Ecclesiastical History, Vol. iii. 129, Murdock’s 
Translation. 

XXV. No. 99. 
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fully subscribe Bishop the church England: 
“The Augsburg Confession the noblest among Confessions, 
the English [Thirty-nine Articles] not excepted.” Archbishop 
Laurence, the same church, calls boast Germany 
and pride the Reformation.” D’Aubigne, the popular 
historian the Reformation, describes production 
which will ever remain one the the 
human mind, enlightened the Spirit finished 
American scholar and divine, Dr. James Alexander, 
pronounces beautiful and stirring argument and pro-. 
might easily cited, but these are sufficient 
show that, great and good men other churches being 
witnesses, the Lutheran church need not ashamed her 
noble Confession. 

Besides the Augsburg Confession, there are other books 
called symbolical, and part all which have been received 
portions the church some countries. These books 
are, The Apology the Augsburg Confession, The 
Articles, The Smaller and Larger Catechisms Luther, and 
The Formula Concord, the whole sometimes called The 
Book Concord. these, the Smaller Catechism has been 
especially popular, and has been almost universally used 
the church manual instruction for the young. 
popularity may judged from the fact that has been 
translated into the Hebrew, Arabic, Syriac, Greek, and Latin, 
well nearly all living languages; and that thirty-seven 
years after its appearance, one hundred thousand copies had 
been printed and circulated. said have had the larg- 
est circulation any volume ever printed except the Bible. 
But the Augsburg Confession the only universally recog- 
nized Confession the Lutheran church all lands, and 
the only one which the General Synod the Lutheran 
church the United States demands adherence synods 
uniting with it. very serious attempt has been made 
this country bind the Lutheran church the other sym- 
bolical books until quite recently and now the effort 
mainly Lutherans from Europe, with few Americans 
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who are acting concert with them. The great mass 
Lutherans, born and reared the United States, know little 
about the symbolical books, and the ministers and churches 
tained the entire collection so-called symbolical books, 
but are satisfied with catholic universal symbol 
Lutheranism the Augsburg Confession. 


SUBSCRIPTION. 


The whole question subscription Creeds Confes- 
sions must considered yet somewhat uncertain 
and indefinite light the Protestant churches. There 
the widest difference views and practice among churches 
confessedly orthodox, some advocating more rigid, and 
others maintaining more liberal, subscription. The Luthe- 
ran church Germany has been divided sentiment 
this subject, and the quia and have served the 
shibboleths party. The Lutheran church the United 
States forms exception the general rule, and this 
subject one that present furnishes abundant cause for 
discord and strife. 

the first organization the General Synod 1820, 
there was failure recognize, any distinct official 
manner, even the Augsburg Confession. This was chiefly 
owing the nature that body union synods, and 
the influence some synods whose greatest complaint 
against the General Synod has since been, that was not 
more distinctly symbolical and Lutheran. This defect 
omission the Constitution the General Synod was 
deemed the less important, that body was not intrusted 
with the power regulating adjusting the faith the 
church. But the General Synod did give expression its 
adherence the Augsburg Confession very soon after its 
organization, inserting acknowledgment it, both 
the Professor’s Oath obligation, the theological seminary 
then founded, and also the for the Government 
and Discipline the Evangelical Lutheran Church.” More 
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recently the General Synod has adopted amendment 
the constitution, and now requires all synods uniting with 
the following, namely: Receiving and holding, with the 
Evangelical Lutheran church our fathers, the word God 
contained the canonical scriptures the Old and New 
Testaments, the only infallible rule faith and practice, 
and the Augsburg Confession, correct exhibition the 
fundamental doctrines the divine word, and the faith 
our church founded upon that etc. 

This may not satisfy all the church, meet the 
bation all other churches. Some would have 
others less. There are those the church, who will 
satisfied with nothing short unconditional subscription 
every jot and tittle the Confession while others have 
uneasy consciences that much exacted. This question 
cannot here discussed length, but the absurdity 
demanding unqualified adherence the Confession 
every statement maintained some, and 
that the subscribers must agree use the same words 
one and the same sense,” their interpretation it, 
condition ministerial fellowship, may seen single 
illustration. The article the Apostle’s Creed, de- 
scended into hell,” has not.only been differently interpreted 
different churches, but individuals the same 
church, and this continues so, even the Lutheran 
church, and yet all agree receive this creed, this diversity 
notwithstanding. 

other Protestant church pretends require enforce 
absolute agreement with everything contained its Con- 
fession. Dr. Hodge Princeton, acknowledged authority, 
and one the staunchest defenders the most rigid Con- 
fessional orthodoxy among Presbyterians, declares the 
Princeton Repertory the Old School Presbyterian church, 
that could not hold together week” the adoption 
all the propositions the Westminster Confession were 
condition ministerial and that such 
mode subscription not carried out without 
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working the certain and immediate ruin the church.” 
The most distinguished theologians the Lutheran church 
Germany have always maintained that subscription the 
Confession should not carry with unqualified pledge to, 
every non-essential part, statement doctrine 
points not fundamental. The introduction these re- 
marks has been consequence attempts different 
quarters impugn the orthodoxy the General Synod 
because not requiring rigid subscription. But 
until more excellent shown, the General Synod 
may congratulate itself with having aimed and attained 
the juste milieu. believed that this doctrinal test secures 
about all that secured any test any church, and that 
within the General Synod the Lutheran church the ortho- 
doxy sound and the harmony views great 
any other portion the church, secured any 
other mode subscription among other denominations. 
accordance with the views just stated, and accordance with 
the very best results secured other modes subscription 
other orthodox churches, the General Synod, mindful 
the truth the one hand, and Christian liberty the 
other, has framed her requirement neither sacrifice 
“the faith once delivered the saints,” nor burden the 
consciences the brethren Christ” (Constitution, Art. iii. 

Sec. 2). 

DOCTRINES. 

proposed now present the leading doctrines, chiefly 
exhibited the Augsburg Confession, and understood 
and held the church. doing this will necessary 


limit the presentation the most prominent and important 
points, and avoid all unnecessary details and explanations. 


THEOLOGICAL. 


Godhead. 


The Evangelical Lutheran church does not differ from 
other orthodox churches the doctrine the Godhead. 


q 
| 
i 


454 THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. [July, 


Her faith the faith the early church, and the unity 
that faith the great body the Christian church 
Accepting and holding her own the three ecumenical 
Creeds, the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the Athanasian, there 
could departure from the general orthodox faith with- 
out the same time involving departure from the acknowl- 
edged standards. Satisfied with these, and believing that 
God had guided his church the confession the truth, 
the Lutheran church declared her union with the church 
the early ages, the words: churches unanimously 
hold and teach, agreeably the Decree the Council 
Nice, that there only one Divine Essence, which called, 
and truly is, but that there are three persons this 
one Divine Essence, equally powerful, equally eternal— God 
the Father, God the Son, God the Holy who are 
one Divine Essence, eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, infinite 
power, wisdom, and goodness, the Creator and Preserver 
all things visible and invisible. And the word person” 
not intended express part quality another, but that 
which subsists itself, precisely the Fathers have employed 
this term this way contrast the Article 
adds: Every heresy opposed this Article therefore 
condemned,” and specifies the leading ones. 

analysis the Article, explicit itself, will show 
that teaches: 1st. The unity the Divine Essence; 
The Trinity persons the Godhead, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost; The term understood the 
sense the Fathers; 4th. The divinity each person, co- 
equal and 5th. The Triune God, the Creator and 
Preserver all things visible and invisible; 6th. The con- 
demnation all opposing views doctrines. 


Divine Decrees Foreknowledge and Predestination. 


The doctrine the divine decrees one that did not 
enter into the controversy between Protestants and Romanists 
the time the preparation the Augsburg Confession. 
Happily, that period, did not engage special attention, 
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and was not made article faith. Luther and Melanch- 
thon were first inclined the Augustinian but they 
abandoned it, and never became the received doctrine 
the church. Although not prominent the Lutheran system, 
the Formula Concord presents the views the Lutheran 
church, distinct antagonism the Calvinistic system, 
this perplexing question. And, while the Lutheran church 
allows here large degree liberty, and has not considered 
fundamental, not being included the Augsburg Con- 
fession, the views her greatest theologians, well the 
general faith the church, are harmony with the doctrine 
expressed the Formula Concord. The views 
the Lutheran church may considered embracing the 
following 

distinction made between foreknowledge and pre- 
destination. The foreknowledge God extends all things, 
predestination that which according his will. This 
distinction absolutely necessary, unless are willing 
make God the author evil well good. foresaw 
the fall man, but did not predestinate it, any fair 
proper meaning the term. God foresees all the evil the 
world, but say that predestinated it, charge him 
with being its author. God never predestinated ordained 
that any man should sin, nor can according his holy 
will pleasure. Sin always and everywhere opposed 
God. 

distinction likewise made between the decrees 
purposes God which are absolute unconditional, and 
those which are conditional. God determined uncondition- 
ally create the form the earth and place man 
upon it. view the fall, determined unconditionally 
provide salvation for the human race. But determined 
bestow salvation eternal life, conditionally, those who 
would repent and believe. The decrees God, reference 
intelligent moral agents, are not arbitrary, “or the 
Lord would institute certain military review, saying, this 
one shall saved, but that one shall lost; this one shall 
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persevere the end, but that one shall not 
(Formula Concord, Art. xi.). 

The election God eternal life according 
knowledge, and conditioned upon repentance and faith. This 
the doctrine the divine word. Peter says, elect accord- 
ing the foreknowledge God the Father”; and Paul 
says, whom did foreknow, also did predestinate 
conformed the image his Son.” God foresaw pre- 
cisely, and with greatest certainty, before the world was 
made, and knows still, who among those that are called 
will believe will not believe; also who among the con- 
verted will remain steadfast, and who will not remain stead- 
fast; who, they fall back into sin, will return, and who 
will become the truly faithful may said 
Christ before the foundation the world” 
(Formula Concord). 

The decree reprobation from eternity decidedly 
rejected. The Lutheran church utterly reject erroneous 
the doctrine, that through the bare counsel, purpose, 
and will God some are destined damnation, that they 
cannot The decretum quidem horribile Cal- 
vin finds place the Lutheran system symbols. There 
eternal decree God consigning any portion the race 
hopeless ruin simply the praise his glorious 

The purposes divine grace and mercy embrace the 
whole world (John iii. 16). The the death 
Christ for all men (Heb. ii. Jno. ii. The offer 
salvation all, and this offer honest and sincere 
the part God (Rev. xxii. 17; Ezek. God 
willing save all Tim. ii. Pet. iii. Those who 
are lost perish because their own unbelief and continuance 
sin. 

altogether divine grace and mercy that any are 
saved and altogether human depravity and perverse- 
ness that any are lost. “The mercy God and the most 
holy merit Christ” are declared the only cause” 
our election God; our guilt and refusal mercy. 
are the ground our rejection end condemnation. 
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may very easy arraign this view the 
decrees, and show what may seem insuperable difficulties. 
Apparent logical inconsistencies may alleged. And 
not denied that there are difficulties, pretended that such 
view solves all the mysteries this sublime subject. The 
Lutheran church does not feel bound take care the 
logical difficulties, accepting just they stand different 
portions the divine word. She accepts what she finds 
the Bible, whether she can construct all the different parts 
into one logically consistent system not. 

But would quite easy array insuperable difficul- 
ties against the opposing Calvinistic system. seeking 
consistent, and giving more weight logical deductions 
than divine teaching, may well questioned whether 
conclusions have not been reached most prejudicial the 
divine character and government, and the freedom and 
responsibility man. not, however, our intention 
argue the case, defend the one arraign the other, 
but simply state the Lutheran view and let appear 
contrast with opposing systems. 

The difference between Lutheranism and Calvinism this 
point, may seen few extracts from their acknowledged 
standards. 


Westminster Confession, Chap. iii. 

“By the decree God for the 
manifestation his glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unto 
everlasting life, and others fore-or- 
dained everlasting death. These 
angels and men thus predestinated 
and fore-ordained, are particularly 
and unchangeably designed and 
their number certain and defi- 
nite that cannot either increased 
diminished.” 

Those mankind that are pre- 
destinated unto life, God hath 
chosen ..... without any foresight 
faith good works, perseverance 
either them, any other thing 
XXV. No. 99. 


Formula Concord, Art. xi. 

The eternal election predesti- 
nation God does not pertain 
both the good and the bad, but 
only the children God,” and 
rejects erroneous the view 
God not willing that all men shall 
saved,” that “some are destined 
damnation that they cannot 
saved.” 


doubt that God fore- 
saw precisely and with the greatest 
certainty before the world was made, 
and knows still, who among those 
that are called will believe will 
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the creature, conditions 
causes moving him thereunto.” 


Neither are any other redeemed 
Christ. ..... The rest man- 
kind God was pass 
by, and ordain them dishonor 
and wrath for their sin, the praise 
his glorious justice.” 


Others not elected, although they 
may called the ministry the 
word, and may have some common 
operations the Spirit, yet they 
never truly come Christ, and there- 
fore cannot saved.” 
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not believe; also who among the 
converted will remain steadfast, and 
who will not remain steadfast,” 

his counsel God ordained that 
the human race shall truly re- 
deemed. ..... The reason that all 
who hear the word God not 
believe, and therefore meet with 
deeper condemnation, not 
found God’s unwillingness be- 
stow salvation. ..... For God does 
not desire that any man should 
damned.” 

the preaching repentance 
universal, also the promise 
the gospel, that is, extends all 
persons, Luke xxiv. And 
this call God which given 
through the preaching the Word 


should not regard pretended 


and unreal, but ought know 
that through God reveals his will; 
namely, that those whom thus 
calls will operate through the 
Word, that they may enlight- 
ened, converted, and saved.” 


These citations are enough show the divergence the 


two systems, and this the only object thus presenting 
them. may proper add, that while the Lutheran 
church decidedly rejects the absolute decree, assigning each 
individual, unconditionally, eternal life eternal death, 
she rejects with equal decision the opposite extremes into 
which Arminianism has sometimes run. The rigors Cal- 
vinism and the laxity Arminianism are alike opposed, and 
the sovereignty God and the responsibility man main- 
tained. God given all the glory salvation, man 
all the guilt endless ruin. 


ANTHROPOLOGICAL. 


regard man, the Augsburg Confession teaches that 
the whole human family involved one common apostasy 
and ruin, consequence the fall Adam, and the de- 
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scent the race from him, and that all must perish, unless 
through the merits and sufferings Christ,” being 
again baptism and the Holy Spirit.” This great 
and terrible truth set forth simple matter fact, rest- 
ing alike the word God, and individual consciousness, 
far comes within the sphere consciousness, without 
any attempt explain according any system philoso- 
phy, any theory the origin souls, the transmis- 
sion this evil nature. chief Confession the 
Evangelical church, the Augsburg,” says Julius Miller, “has 
with wise reserve laid down its explanation this 
point, that certain diversity dogmatic theories may 
reconciled with the Sin treated more practical 
question, than one theory; and are pointed the 
disease, and the only sufficient 
not difficult learn what the Confession and the church 
teach concerning man, for due, not special, prominence 
given questions anthropology. The second Article 

teach, that since the fall Adam, all men who are 
naturally engendered, are conceived and born sin; that is, 
that they all are from their mother’s womb, full evil desires 
and propensities, and can have nature true fear God, 
true faith God; and that this innate disease, original 
sin, truly sin, which brings all those under the eternal 
wrath God who are not born again baptism and the 
Holy Spirit. Hence, condemn the Pelagians and others, 
who deny that original corruption sin, whereby they assert, 
the disparagement the merits and sufferings Christ, 
that piety the result our natural 

opposition Pelagius, and all who deny the corruption 
man nature, the Confession recognizes fall. Man 
not now what was originally created, when was 
the image God, which the Apology says: But the 
greatest excellency this noble first creature, was bright 
light the heart know God and his works, true fear 
God, truly sincere confidence him, and all 
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correct, reliable understanding, and heart well 
towards God and all divine 

The Article itself distinctly teaches, That all men are 
sinners. 2d. That this consequence the fall Adam, 
3d. That this sin innate, born with us. 4th. That 
guilt, exposing the wrath God. 5th. That those who 
are saved from must born again.” 

The different theories account for, explain this, find 
place here. The doctrine does not rest any uncertain 
speculation men, but the sure word God. What the 
Article contains, may much more accordance with one 
theory than another, but not framed suit any theory but 
that the divine word. 

The main points about which there have been differences 
opinion among churches claiming orthodox are two; 
and upon these the Confession means vague uncer- 
tain: 

This innate disease, original sin, truly 
not regarded some defect calamity wise affecting 
the moral character man, mere disorder the con- 
But sin, the parent sin, the root and source all other, 
sins inman. Many then, before and since, were unwilling 
allow this natural corruption and depravity, the charac- 
ter sin, admit that sinful nature could inherited. 
Systems philosophy were allowed determine their views 
doctrine. active hereditary contagion,” says Me- 
lanchthon the Apology, which our whole nature 
corrupted, which all inherit such hearts, minds, and 
thoughts from Adam are immediately opposed God, and 
his first and greatest commandment, the scholastics pass 
over silence.” combats the views those who taught 
that original sin was merely defect, incumbrance which 
has come upon from Adam, but ourselves are not 
involved sin and inherited wrath,” and maintains that 
not part merely, but the whole man, with his whole nature, 
born sin, with hereditary constitutional disease.” 


3 
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lust and the want original righteousness are sin 
and punishment. here speak the inborn evil char- 
acter the heart, not only actual guilt, real crimes 
and sins.” Such utterances, which might indefinitely 
multiplied, leave room for doubt this point. 

Not less decisive the teaching, that this original sin 
guilt, exposing the punishment and wrath 
God. The Confession, cited, calls “truly sin, which 
brings all those under the eternal wrath God, who are not 
again.” The adversaries this doctrine maintained 
that one was condemned for this sin alone, that not 
sin which merits death and condemnation.” the ‘con- 
trary, Melanchthon argued defence the Confession, that 
this original sin sin, deserving death and eternal 
condemnation and that heinous before God, that 
need Christ the Mediator, order that God may not 
unto us, and the constant light and operation 
the Holy Spirit mortify and remove Following the 
Bible, taught that are “by nature the children 
wrath.” 

How this state sin and condemnation explained, 
whether the theory federal headship and representation 
Adam, realistic union him, that his sin was the 
sin each individual the race, the natural propa- 
gation fallen and sinful nature, are not instructed 
required believe. The language may more harmony 
with one mode explanation than another, but the Confession 
rests the fact. The Formula Concord indeed condemns 
the view, original sin only guilt con- 
tracted the offence another, without any corruption 
our own nature.” Still are not distinctly committed either 
immediate mediate imputation. Julius repre- 
sents the trope doctrine the Lutheran dogmatic,” 
stepping between two deviations opposite directions,” 
and connection our culpability with the fall our 
first parents double one, mediate and 


How nearly this accords with the latest conclusions some who belong 
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Any one familiar with the history the doctrine, and how 
has distracted and rent certain portions the Protestant 
church, will not fail admire the wisdom and judgment 
displayed setting forth the Confession the Lutheran 
church. The doctrine itself original sin clearly taught, 
but the specific mode explanation left the wisdom and 
discretion the individual. may here quote, illustra. 
tion and confirmation what has been said, the words Dr. 
Hodge, the Princeton Repertory for July 1867: Original 
sin, however, one thing; the way which 
for another. The doctrine is, that such the relation 
between Adam and his posterity, that all mankind, descend- 
ing from him ordinary generation, are born state 
sin and condemnation. Any man who admits this, holds the 
doctrine.” This doctrine the Lutheran church firmly holds, 
and has happily escaped many difficulties which have beset 
some the Reformed Confessions that have attempted 
incorporate specific explanation the doctrine part 
the faith. 

Against any Supralapsarian views the Confession guards, 
declaring (Art. xix), the cause sin, taught 
among us, that, although Almighty God has created and pre- 
serves all nature, yet the perverted will works sin all 
evil-doers and despisers 


the school immediate imputation, the following brief extract will show: 
“There doubtless wide difference between imputed sin and inherent sin. 
We, however, have both, and that naturally; and tends only error at- 
tempt explicate either them disregard the other, separate what 
God has indissolubly united, namely, our double relation infi- 
nitely certain that God would never make legal fiction pretext punish 
dependent and helpless creatures who were actually innocent. The 
imputation our sins Christ affords pretext for such statement, because 
that was done the express consent Christ, and was, every respect, the 
most stupendous proof divine grace. Nor the Christ ever 
imputed for justification except the elect, nor ever received except faith, 
which grace the Spirit, peculiar the renewed soul. like manner the 
sin Adam imputed us, but never irrespective our nature and its inherent 
sin.” Breckenridge’s Knowledge God objectively considered, pp. 498, 499. 
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Ability and Free-will. 


The questions ability and free-will are treated, not 
metaphysical, but religious and practical manner; and 
original sin held universal, and the depravity 
man total, extending all his moral and spiritual powers, 
there utter want ability his part begin carry 
forward the work his salvation. With understanding 
that blinded sin, and heart alienated from God and 
divine things, man cannot and will not, himself, seek 
after God. has ability so, because has 
disposition desire so. His mind enmity against 
God, and the sinner has power change his own heart. 
under the dominion Satan, and the slave his own 
depraved nature. has more power than the blind 
man has see, the paralytic walk, the leper 
cleanse himself. blind and paralytic and unclean 
and must receive from some higher power the ability see 
and walk and clean. himself can nothing that 
spiritually good. 

The Confession makes distinction, and allows man 
certain kind freedom. does not, indeed, intend deny 
that freedom which belongs him rational and account- 
able being. accountable must free free from 
any compulsion act contrary his own inclination 
choice, and free choose according his own disposition. 
But the same time, owing his depraved affections and 
desires, man always chooses the evil and never the good, 
until renewed the Holy Ghost. Such his choice 
spiritual things. things temporal worldly may 
choose better. Here natural reason may guide him 
wiser choice, and natural ability may enable him act. 

Article xviii. says: Concerning free-will taught that, 
some extent, man has freedom will lead life out- 
wardly honest, and choose between things which reason 
comprehends.” And further, quoting from Augustine with 
approbation acknowledge that all men there 
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free-will; for they all, indeed, have natural connate 
derstanding and reason; not that they are able act 
things pertaining God, such love and fear God from 
the heart, but only external works this life have they 
freedom choose good evil.” 

like manner the Apology: proper, therefore, 
make this clear distinction: namely, that our reason and 
free-will enable us, some extent, live outwardly honest, 
but that the new birth, and the formation new heart 
and mind solely the work the Holy Ghost.” 

The inability man moral spiritual, and not 
natural the sense being part his corrupt nature 
and common all, but has reference, not his natural, 
but his spiritual, powers, and not natural but spiritual 
things. Without special divine assistance man can use his 
senses, exercise his understanding and judgment, perform 
any act which comes within the province the natural man. 
But cannot discern spiritual things, conform his own 
heart and life the will God. This requires the aid 
the Holy Spirit and until man born again utterly 
impotent all spiritual good. Naturally free, but 
spiritually bondage carnal, sold under sin.” 

According the doctrine the Evangelical Lutheran 
church, the work renewing the soul the image-of God 
wholly divine. not only rejects the Pelagian view, that 
man possesses the ability himself please God, but also 

view, that man co-operates aid the work his regen- 
eration, that jointly the work God and man. 
ascribes the whole work God. Our reason and free-will 
possess some measure the ability produce outwardly 
honest life, but the new birth, the inward change the heart, 
mind, and disposition are works the Holy Spirit alone” 
(Formula Concord, Free-will). 

must not, however, supposed that the Lutheran 
church teaches the doctrine that man has 
nothing all the work his salvation. Both 
these errors are contrary the faith the church, and care- 
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fully guarded against. The Formula Concord, harmony 
with the Augsburg Confession, condemns those who taught 
that all that happens, happens from necessity, and cannot 
occur; and that man does all through compul- 
the other hand says: When the Holy Spirit 
has commenced his work regeneration and renewal 
us, through the word and the holy sacraments, that then, 
assuredly, can and should co-operate through the power 
the Holy Ghost, although still great weakness. But this 
co-operation results, not from our natural and carnal powers, 
from the new powers and gifts, which the Holy Spirit 
originated conversions.” The confession itself says 
(Art. xx.): And because the Holy Spirit given through 
faith, the heart becomes qualified perform good works. 
For before this, while without the Holy Spirit, too 
Thus the church seeks guard different points this 
important subject, holding the universality sin through 
and individual guilt; the inability, yet freedom and 
man; his helpless dependence divine aid, 
yet active co-operation with the Holy Spirit working out 
salvation. 


SoTERIOLOGICAL. 


The doctrine salvation through Jesus Christ has chiefly 
with the person and work our Divine Redeemer, in- 
cluding the application the purchased redemption. 


Person Christ. 


From the earliest times the present, the doctrine 
Christ’s person has been considered the utmost import- 
ance among fundamental doctrines. has 
secured due prominence the Lutheran system, and has 
been guarded with most jealous care. Article iii. the 
Augsburg Confession, the Son has the following: 

taught likewise, that God the Son became man, and 


was born the blessed virgin Mary; and that the two 
XXV. No. 99. 
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natures, human and divine, inseparably united one person, 
are one Christ, who true God and man, who was really 
born, who truly suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried, 
that might sacrifice, not only for original sin, but also 
for all other sins, and might appease the wrath God.” 
This agrees with the doctrine contained the ancient ecu- 
menical creeds, and with this also agrees all other exhibitions 
contained other symbols the church. These need 
not here cited. 

this brief statement are contained all the points involved 
the true doctrine Christ’s person. These points are 
four, and which guard against all opposing heresies 

The absolute divinity Christ, the eternal Son 
God and second person the Trinity. called God 
the Son,” and declared true God. The first Article 
the Confession, already cited; declares the three persons” 
“equally powerful, equally eternal” and, according, 
does, with the Nicene Nicaeno-Constantinopolitan creed, 
teaches the eternal the Son. The title “Son 
God” not consequenee his being born the virgin 
Mary, does not pertain his hnman nature such, but 
used denote relation eternally existing with the 
Father. discussion proof this doctrine would 
place here; but the evangelical Lutheran church holds fast 
the early faith the Nicene and Athanasian symbols. 

The perfect humanity Christ, consisting 
-natural human body and rational soul. the Son 
became man was born the blessed virgin Mary two 
natures, human and God and man— was really 
born, truly suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried.” 
The proper humanity Christ insisted on, less than 
and Son Man. 

The union these two natures, the human and the 
divine, the one person, Jesus Christ. And that the two 
natures, human and divine, inseparably united one per- 
son,.are one Christ, who true God and This union 


th 

i 
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called inseparable, and the result one person. The 
Saviour the God-man, Immanuel, God and man 
separate and distinct, the one apart from the other, but 
mysteriously and indissolubly united Son God and Son 
Mary God manifest the flesh.” 

The distinction these two natures, that the one 
person there commingling admixture the human 
and the divine. The “one person, who true God and 
man,” has two natures,” and, although inseparably 
united,” they are not commingled confused. The divine 
remains divine, and the human remains human; each pos- 
sessing its own essential, unchanged, and unchangeable 
attributes. 

doctrine arrays itself the most direct antagonism 
all opposing heresies touching the person Christ. 
Every phase Unitarianism, ancient and modern, with all 
Docetic, Gnostic, and Apollinarian views, utterly dis- 
carded, and, along with them, all Eutychian and Nestorian 
errors and tendencies. 

The Evangelical Lutheran church very zealous main- 
taining the doctrine that Christ, the prosecution his 
mediatorial work, acts his entire person, the God-man, 
and not now God, and now man. There are certain 
attributes and works that belong specifically the one 
the other nature; but, the possession these attributes 
and performance these works, the one nature 
considered inseparably united with the other, and the 
whole belong the one person, who Mediator and Re- 
deemer. Thus belongs the human nature Christ 
suffer and die. The divine nature incapable suffering 
and death. But the person who suffered and died the 
cross and rose again, was the Son God well the Son 
Man. belongs the divine nature Christ work 
and itself, raise the dead and rule the ele- 
ments and yet did these things Jesus Nazareth. 
that Christ must not looked upon simply human 
divine, but both, inseparably united the one person. 
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All that does his mediatorial work, does the 


God-man, Immanuel. 

Some, their zeal for this doctrine, and what was sup- 
posed involved it, have gone beyond this, and 
maintained what, theological technology, known the 


idiomatum, that is, the communication 


attributes properties, that the properties the one 
nature are communicated the other; or, reality, rather, 
that certain the attributes the divine nature Christ 
are communicated his human nature. This doctrine 


does not maintain that the essential attributes one 


nature ever become the essential attributes the other. 
The very contrary affirmed. But that, consequence 


personal union and communion the two natures, 
without any confusion the natures and their essential 
there real communication the divine 
found the Augsburg Confession, any symbol 


universally received the Lutheran church, and cannot 


held essential part the Lutheran system faith. 
found the Formula Concord, and was manifestly 
sustain particular view the Saviour’s 
presence the eucharist. some explain it, the doc- 


trine means more than participation the 
whole person the properties both natures,” then there 


quidem his vocabulis (realis communicatio realiter communicari) nun- 


quam ullam physicam communicationem vel essentialem transfusionem (qua 


naturae suis essentiis aut essentialibus proprietatibus confunderentur) docere 
voluimus, quidam vocabula phrases illas astute malitiose falsa interpre- 


tatione, contra conscientiam suam, pervertere non dubitarunt, tantum, piam 


doctrinam suspicionibus iniquissimis gravarent. Sed vocabula phrases illas 
verbali communicationi opposuimus, cum quidam fingerent commuicationem idio- 
matum nihil aliud nisi phrasin modum quendam loquendi, hoc est, 
tum verba, nomina titulos inanes esse. hanc verbalem communicationem 


adeo urserunt, nulla alia communicatione audire quidquam vellent. Qua- 


propter recte declarandam majestatem Christi vocabula (de reali communica- 


usurpavimus, significaremus, communicationem illam vere ipsa 


omni tamen naturarum proprietatum essentialium confusione) factam 


Miiller’s Sym. Biicher der Ev. Luth. Kirche, Formula Concord, 688. 
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nothing peculiar it; for all orthodox churches maintain. 
this. But means real communication the attributes. 
the divine nature Christ his human nature, then. 
is, say the least, without any clear warrant the word 
God, and has failed receive the assent many 
most distinguished theologians, well the entire: 
church. show how fully other churches hold the. 
inseparable union the two natures Christ’s person, and. 
that both are united his entire work, need but quote 
single authority, and that one the most recent writers 
dogmatic theology. Rev. Dr. Breckenridge says: 
All the office-work this Mediator looking the salvation 
man, having any bearing thereon, not 
sidered the special work one nature the other nature. 
indissolubly united his person, but considered as. 
the work the person thus formed these two natures, 
that is, the work him who God-man—the work 
divide our Saviour; for his fitness our Saviour 
precisely this, that the two natures 
united His very fitness the Mediator 
between God and man depends upon And 
must bear mind the intimate and mutual communication 
with each other which these two distinct natures united in: 
the person Christ must necessarily have, virtue their 
union that indissoluble manner. This ineffable 
nication takes place immediately the person the Son, 
which they are united.” Any difference from this, Lu- 
theran theology, rather one terms and 
theoretic speculation than substantial disagreement. 


Work Christ. 


The work Christ true, full, and comprehensive. 
‘sense, embraces all that accomplishes for his pro- 
phetic, priestly, and kingly offices, but discussion all these. 
would unnecessarily add the length this Article. 
some these points, there little diversity views, and 
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they may passed over here without prejudice detriment 
the truth. will suffice make statement regard 
what generally conceded the most prominent part 
Christ’s work, and about which there has been most differ- 
ence opinion. While, therefore, the prophetic and kingly 
offices are not depreciated, his priestly office that now 
claims attention, which provides redemption through 
his sacrificial, atoning death. This subject was viewed 
the authors the Confession, chiefly its relation the 
pardon and acceptance the sinner with God. The sinner 
guilty and enmity with God. The question is: How can 
pardoned and restored divine favor? What will 
satisfy the offended Sovereign, and what will satisfy the guilty 
conscience? was find remedy for sin, remedy full 
and complete, that they looked Christ. Accordingly, the 
Confession sets forth the infinite merit Christ the only 
ground sinner’s justification. Against all meritorious 
works righteousness, and all atonement expiation that 
ourselves can make, holds the work Christ wrought 
our behalf, and his and death the only and 
perfect atonement for all sin. 

the nature Christ’s sufferings and death, 
taught that they are vicarious and expiatory. suffered 
our stead, and make expiation for sin. The law God 
had been violated, and the justice God required that sin 
should punished: and this was done when Christ volun- 
tarily submitted himself the bitterest sufferings and most 


death. died for sinners, and make satisfaction 


for sin. was the Lamb God which taketh away the 
sin the world.” The Augsburg Confession teaches not only 
that the Son God became man, but the God-man, truly 
suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried, that might 
sacrifice, not only for original sin, but also for all other sins, 
and might appease the wrath God” (Art. iii.). further 
declares there sacrifice for original sin, for 
other sins, but the death (Art. xxiv.). The Apol- 
ogy, its defence the Confession against Romish corrup- 
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tions the doctrine the atonement, speaks the death 
Christ,” “an expiation for guilt,” 
and says, that there has been but one sacrifice, 
namely, the death Christ, which was intended 
atonement for others, and appease the wrath 
These and similar declarations leave room for reasonable 
doubt the doctrine the church concerning the na- 
ture the atonement. was designed meet the claims 
God’s law, and God’s justice, and the same time 
meet corresponding want the part the sinner, that 
reconciliation might effected, and God just, while 
justifies the believer Christ Jesus. 

Later, the Formula Concord, stress was laid upon 
the active obedience, well the sufferings and death 
and Lutheran theologians have generally acquiesced. 
the propriety and importance this distinction, that 
the satisfaction Christ viewed embracing both his 
active and passive obedience, all did and suffered for 
our sakes. 

the extent the atonement, the Evangelical Luthe- 
ran church has never held taught any other view than 
that was universal, for the whole world. Any other 
view would conflict with the general system held, well 
with express statements this particular doctrine. The 
atonement Christ not only deemed sufficient for the 
whole world, and adapted the condition and wants of: 
every sinner, but actually provided for and offered 
all. theory the divine purposes, conclusions 
drawn from results actually attained, are allowed mould 
the interpretation the plain, simple, and reiterated declar- 
ations the divine word. the Bible teaches that Christ 
tasted death for every man,” and that his blood the pro- 
pitiation for the sins the whole world, the church, with 
Melanchthon the Apology, holds that Christ was given 
for atone for the sins the The compassion- 
ate love God sending his Son, knew limits short 
the whole world fallen human beings, and none 
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excluded from the benefits his redemption, except those 
who exclude themselves. 

opposition the Romish view, the atonement Christ 
held complete, not only sufficient for original sin, 
but for all actual sins. This error the Romish church 
most earnestly combatted and exposed, prejudicial alike 
the honor Christ, and the peace souls. called 
abominable error,” unparalleled innovation,” and 
its utter groundlessness shown. Nothing allowed come 
between Christ and his righteousness, and the soul that 
need pardon and grace. the lost, guilty soul Christ 
everything, and every other trust but refuge lies. 

the remission sins, and are justified before God grace 
for Christ’s sake, through faith, believe that Christ 
suffered for us, and that for his sake our sins are remitted 
unto us, and righteousness and eternal life are bestowed 
us” (Augsburg Confession, Art. vi.). 

Christ having completed his atoning work earth, now 
the right hand God,” and the only Saviour, 
High Priest, Propitiator, and Intercessor before (Augs- 
burg Confession, Art. iii. xxi.). 


APPLICATION REDEMPTION. 


This the peculiar and appropriate work the Holy 
Ghost, Christ shall take mine and shall show 
unto you.” The necessity the Holy Spirit’s aid apply 
the purchased redemption everywhere taught recognized. 
Luther teaches very fully his Larger Catechism, that 
never could know Christ, believe him, come him 
our Lord, were not for the Holy Ghost conferring 
the power, through the preaching the gospel; and that 
the treasure obtained the suffering, death, and resurrec- 
tion Christ, would remain hidden and unknown, did not 
the Holy Ghost reveal and appropriate us. 
faith Christ that become partakers his salvation 
and the Augsburg Confession teaches (Art. v.): the 
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purpose obtaining this faith God has instituted the minis- 
given the gospel and the sacraments, through which, 
means, imparts the Holy Spirit, who his own time 
and place works those that hear the gospel,” 

The word God and the sacraments are the appointed 
means through which the Holy Spirit operates awakening, 
renewing, and sanctifying the soul. Other aids may em- 
ployed, and some sense may called means, but these 
are God’s own established his church, and without 
which ordinarily the Holy Spirit does not exert his efficacious 
and saving power. The Formula Concord says (Art. 
Before the conversion man there are but two efficient 
causes found producing conversion, namely, the Holy Spirit, 
and the word God the instrument the Holy Spirit, 
through which effects conversion and which man 
hear; cannot, however, have faith and accept 
through his own powers, but exclusively through the grace 
and operation God the Holy The view con- 
demned erroneous that God draws men himself, en- 
lightens, justifies, and saves them, without the hearing 
the word God, and without the use the holy 
The church does not regard these means indifferent, but 
divinely appointed and efficacious, that they become 
savor life unto life, death unto death. The authority 
just quoted declares, although both the planting and the 
watering the preacher, and the running and willing 
the hearer would vain, and conversion would not follow 
the power and operation the Holy Spirit were not super- 
added, who through the word preached and heard enlightens 
and converts the heart, that men believe that word, and 
give their assent it; nevertheless, neither the preacher nor 
the hearer should doubt this grace and operation the 
Holy Spirit, but should feel assured, when the word God 
preached purity and sincerity according the command 
and will God, and people listen with diligence and 
earnestness, and meditate upon the same, that God cer- 
XXV. No. 99. 
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tainly present with his grace, and gives that which man 
cannot otherwise receive give his own strength.” 

But while honor thus placed the word God and 
the sacraments ordained Christ, the Holy Spirit the 
efficient agent the work man’s regeneration and sancti- 
fication, which the larger Catechism thus testifies: For 
the Father called Creator, the Son Redeemer, also. 
should the Holy Spirit, account his office, called 
Sanctifier, one who 

may here briefly notice some the most important 
changes this process salvation, which the sinner 
passes from state spiritual death, under condemnation, 
one spiritual life, justification before God, and blessed 
heirship heaven. cannot attempt trace minutely 
the successive steps, but only touch upon few leading points. 


Regeneration. 


this term employed with considerable latitude 
meaning, will desirable define the sense which 
will here used. Regeneration, strictly speaking, dis- 
tinguished from conversion: the former designating the work 
the Holy Spirit wrought us, the latter our turning 
God, from sin holiness, under the gracious influence 
that Divine Agent. The one the result the other. 
are active. The two ought not confounded when 
clearness distinction needed. But will answer our 
present purpose, and secure greater brevity, shall use the 
term expressive the whole change, that wrought 
and that effected us, which pass from death unto life, 
and from the power Satan unto God only limiting 
the beginning the new life, and not extending its 
continued growth and perfection. The very word itself indi- 
cates beginning, birth, distinguised from subsequent 
progress and development. Thus understood, will serve 
give definiteness and clearness our statement; mark 
few the leading elements this great change. 
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its nature spiritual and radical. has 
reference man spiritual being, and clearly distin- 
guished from any and every mere outward change, moral 
reform, involving change the heart. sin affects 
the whole man, does this; but operates from the very 
heart and centre his being; moulding the outward man 
after the inward renewal. true conversion change, 
new inclinations and tendencies, must take place the 
understanding, will, and heart. God draws the person whom 
converts, and draws him, that out darkened under- 
standing created enlightened understanding, and out 
rebellious will, obedient will. And this the 
call creating new heart, Ps. xli. 10” (Formula Concord). 

The result is, what called new creature,” 
“new man Christ Jesus.” not, indeed, meant that 
any new faculties have been imparted the soul, that there 
has been any change its essence. the fall, man lost 
none his original native powers faculties, but only ex- 
perienced utter corruption his nature, bringing him 
under the dominion sin and death; regeneration 
new faculties are bestowed, but only the quickening and 
renovation what was spiritually dead. The essence man 
remains the same, but his nature changed from sin holi- 
ness, and passes from death unto life. 

The efficient agent the Holy Spirit, and the work 
thus one divine power. This has already been shown, and 
the means employed the Holy Spirit briefly mentioned. 
The manner which the Holy Spirit operates upon the 
heart, thus changing its entire spiritual character, while 
deeply mysterious and inscrutable us, may described 
mode applicable rational creature.” does 
not compel any regenerated; and, although man 
utterly impotent, being dead trespasses and sins, yet 
operates him, according the laws his nature 
rational and accountable being. 

The necessity this change absolute and universal. 
All are nature sinful. This sin renders them unfit for 
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communion with God, for abode holy 
Without regeneration, new birth, that which flesh will re. 
main flesh, and must forever excluded from the presence 
and enjoyment God and all the bliss heaven. may 
not always say when precisely how was effected, but 
may say, for Christ has said: Except man born again, 
cannot see the kingdom God.” 


Justification. 


Upon point doctrine has the Lutheran church 
been more decided and earnest than upon this. The great 
Reformation the sixteenth century turned upon it. The 
doctrine justification faith, was the centre around which 
everything moved, and the church clings her treasure 
and her crown. Other articles faith she may earnestly 
contend but this one she holds, Luther said, the 
article standing falling The Lutheran 
church does not pretend that this doctrine peculiar her- 
self, that others may not hold equal purity, but she 
does claim hold with peculiar affection, and give 
special prominence her system doctrine. The very 
life the church began this, and must continue 
perish. should asked what doctrine does the 
Evangelical Lutheran church give prominence above every 
other, the answer would be, the doctrine justification 
faith the atonement and righteousness Jesus 
Melanchthon says the Apology (Art. iv.) concerns 
the principal and most important article the whole Chris- 
tian doctrine, and much indeed depends upon this article, 
which contributes especially clear, correct apprehension 
all the holy scriptures, and which alone shows the way 
the unspeakable treasure, and true knowledge Christ: yea, 
which the only key the whole Bible, and without which 


the deep experience his own heart and life, was led the 
material principle Protestantism, namely, justification faith, which the 
central point for the right understanding the development the whole Prot- 
estant system Hagenbach’s Hist. Doctrines, Vol. ii. pp. 141. 
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the poor conscience can have true, invariable, fixed hope, 
nor conceive the riches the grace Christ.” 

Justification used signify, not infused imparted 
righteousness, but the declaring and counting righteous. 
are justified before God, grace, for Christ’s sake, 
through God regards this faith, and imputes 
righteousness his sight” (Augsburg Confession, Art. iv.). 
The Apology, explanation and defence, repeatedly states 
that justification used forensic sense, and marks the 
distinction between counting and treating righteous, and 
making righteous between justification, simple act 
pardon and acceptance, and sanctification, righteousness 
wrought the believer. justificari significat hic non 
impio justum effici, sed usu forensi justum pronuntiari. 
loco (Rom. forensi consuetudino signi- 
ficat reum absolvere pronuntiare believe, 
teach, and confess, that according the phraseology the 
holy scriptures, the word justify, this article, signifies 
absolve, that is, pronounce sentence release from sin, 
illustrated the following passages, Prov. xvii. 15; Rom. 
viii. (Formula Concord). This distinction between 
imputed righteousness, and infused righteousness, coun- 
ting and making righteous, generally recognized among 
those who are considered evangelical and orthodox, has found 
its opponents not only the church Rome, but also among 
individuals and parties Protestant churches. But 
the Lutheran church has sought clearly distinguish justifi- 
cation from every other act, however intimately associated 
inseparably united with it, that thus might stand forth 
the clearest light. “If wish retain its purity the 
article concerning justification, great diligence and care are 
observed, lest that which precedes faith, and that which 
follows it, the same time intermingled and introduced 
into the article concerning justification, necessary and 
pertaining For justification these alone belong 
and are necessary: the grace God, the merit Christ, and 
faith which accepts these the promise the gospel, and 
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thus the righteousness Christ imputed unto us; whence 
obtain and have remission sins, reconciliation with God, 
the adoption, and the inheritance eternal (Formula 
Concord). Much more the same kind might adduced, 
from the symbolical books and from standard theologians, 
but unnecessary. The church still adheres this view, 
and deems any departure from adapted obscure the 
merit Christ, and deprive the soul all true hope and 
consolation. 

The ground our justification thus stated (Augsburg 
Confession, Art. iv.): “It further taught that cannot 
obtain righteousness and the forgiveness sin before God 
our own merits, works, and atonement; but that obtain 
the remission sins, and are justified before God, grace, 
for Christ’s sake, through faith, believe that Christ suf- 
fered for us, and that for his sake our sins are remitted unto 
us, and righteousness and eternal life are bestowed 
God regards this faith and imputes righteousness 
his sight, Paul says, Rom. iii. and harmony with 
this every utterance the church. The Formula Con- 
cord but reiterates the truth when says: Accordingly, 
believe, teach, and confess that our righteousness before God 
this—that God forgives our sins out pure grace, 
without any regard our antecedent, present, subsequent 
works, merit, worthiness; granting and imputing the 
righteousness the obedience Christ, account which 
righteousness are received into favor with God, and repu- 
ted just.” 

The sole condition which receive Christ, and the 
medium and instrument which apprehend him, 
faith alone. This faith divine gift, imparted 
the Holy Spirit working us, and not bare assent 
the truth the gospel, but confiding trust Christ, 
our righteousness and our all. the exercise this faith 
the whole heart goes out after Christ, and received 
its Redeemer and Saviour. 

The faith that justifies never stands alone. 
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contrition precedes justification,” and “love also fruit 
which certainly and necessarily follows after faith. ..... 
The renewal and sanctification man, although they not 
pertain the article subject justification before God, 
yet they follow after it. After man justified through 
faith, true and living faith worketh love” (Formula 


Concord). 


The work sanctification, begun the believer regen- 
eration, carried through life. grow grace 
and the knowledge the Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Where there genuine faith, will not fail work the 


-fruits holy living. The faith that does not purify the 


heart not faith that will avail our justification. These 
two, justification and sanctification, though must not 
separated, though could have the one without 
the other. The Lutheran church teaches, that, while justi- 
fication complete, that there “is condemnation 
them which are Christ Jesus,” sanctification progressive, 
and never reaches point this life beyond which there 
demand for improvement. The Christian 
press onward and follow after holiness. The chief means 
growth the divine life, sanctification, are the word 
and sacraments. Jesus prayed: them through 
thy thy word truth.” 


Goop 


The controversies the church the sixteenth century 
with Romanists, and sometimes among Protestants them- 
selves, good works, have ceased occasion discussion. 
The objection that evangelical doctrines were unfavorable 


works has been disproved arguments and facts. 


The Lutheran church has always maintained that, while 
works could avail nothing our justification before God, 
they must follow faith, its fruit, and the command 
The Christian cannot merit heaven any good 
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deeds but the unprofitable may prepare himself 
for inheritance shame and contempt. higher 
motives can presented than are contained the gospel 
the most earnest efforts the doing good. Our works 
evidence our faith, and glorify him who has called 
holiness and obedience the gospel. 


THE 


Here, perhaps, anywhere—or more than anywhere. 
differ from that some other evangelical churches. And 
the difference the general subject means 
what ignorance and prejudice have sometimes made it; nor 
does the church hold any such views the individual sacra- 
ments have been very commonly charged her. 
there has been much misapprehension this point, may 
allowed give somewhat fuller statement than 
others where there dispute. And, there may 
some difference views among Lutherans themselves, the 
appeal will chiefly the Confession and the Apology, 
written the same hand. The leading Article the 
Augsburg Confession treating this subject, the thirteenth, 
follows: 

Concerning the use the sacraments, taught that 
sacraments have been instituted, not only tokens 
which Christians may known externally, but signs and 
evidences the divine will towards us, for the purpose 
exciting and strengthening our faith. Hence they also 
require faith; and they are properly used, then, only when 
received faith, and when faith strengthened them.” 

Taking this our guide, with the explanations the 
Apology, learn: 

their nature, sacraments are external signs and 
seals the promises efficacious signs and sure testi- 
monies God’s grace and purpose towards us.” visible 
word, for the external sign like picture, and signifies 
the same thing that preached the word” (Apology, 
Art. vii.). 
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their design, they are intended means 
grace “for the purpose exciting and strengthening our 
“to admonish and strengthen our hearts believe 
the more firmly and joyfully”; the word enters our 
ears, the external signs are placed before our eyes, in- 
wardly excite and move our hearts faith”; “and 
thereby console our alarmed, timid hearts, and rest assured 
that the word and promises God cannot fail, but are 
sure, nay, more so, than new divine voice, new 
miracle from heaven, promising grace us” (Apology, 
Art. vii.). 

their use, they require faith. cannot too 
carefully consider, speak too freely the abuses and 
errors introduced the pernicious, shameful, and impious 
doctrine the operatum, namely, that the mere use 
the sacraments, the work performed, makes just before 
God, and secures his grace, even without good disposition 
heart. therefore say that the proper use the sacra- 
ments requires faith believe the divine promises and 
receive the promised grace which offered through the 
sacraments and the word. For the divine promises can 
accepted faith (Apology, Art. vii.). 

their efficacy, they not mere signs,” but 
“efficacious signs and sure seals the 
and should firmly believe that the grace 
and remission sins promised the New Testament are 
imparted us. This proper use the sacraments really 
consoles and refreshes the (Apology, Art. vii.). 

From these statements, drawn directly from the confes- 
sional writings the church, will seen that the views 
embraced and taught are different from those the Romish 
church, which ascribe efficacy the sacraments them- 
selves, that the mere use them insures divine grace, 
and also from the opposite extreme denying all efficacy 
mere exhibitions truth. They are the divinely 
appointed signs, instruments, and seals the grace promised 


the New Testament our Lord Jesus Christ. 
XXV. No. 99. 
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Something yet must added regard each the 
sacraments separately. 


Baptism. 


Respecting baptism taught that necessary; that 
grace offered through it, and that children ought 
baptized, who through such baptism are presented God, and 
become acceptable (Augsburg Confession, Art. 

The Lutheran church holds the necessity 
and that means grace. The necessity not abso- 
lute, that soul can saved without but necessary 
divine appointment, and the ordinary means through 
which God pleased dispense his blessings, that those 
who despise neglect the ordinance, exclude themselves 
from the promises his grace. Children are baptized 
order that they may become participants the gospel, the 
promise salvation and grace, Christ commands, (Matt. 
xxviii. For and with baptism, universal grace 
and the treasure the gospel are offered (Apology). 

Baptismal regeneration, the usual sense that term, 
meaning that baptism, opere operato, works regenera- 
tion, has place the Lutheran system, but directly 
opposed its whole genius well its express 
Some expressions may strained bear such meaning, 
but contradicted the full and unequivocal meaning 
other passages. Everything made turn upon faith. 
Luther strongly says, his larger Catechism, and reiterates 
the doctrine: Without faith baptism 
although itself divine, inestimable treasure. ..... 
For irrevocably decreed, that whatever not faith profits 
nothing obtaining salvation, nor can receive any bles- 
But baptism, rightly administered and received, 
taught means grace; and through Christ seals 
his disciples the blessings his redemption. 

The uniform mode baptism the Lutheran church has 
been affusion pouring. the symbols written 
Luther himself, has shown preference for immersion. 
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the mode, but this has never been adopted the church; 
and while the quantity water, well the mode 
cation, not deemed essential, the uniform practice and 
decided preference the church have been shown favor 
affusion pouring, instead immersion. The extreme view 
Baptists immersion opposed the whole free spirit 
Lutheranism, attaching importance the mode 
external ordinance which does not really belong the 
externals Christianity. Lutheranism cannot make 
essential church membership, genuine fellowship 
among the disciples Christ, anything unimportant and 
questionable the quantity and mode applying water 
and while the validity immersion would not 
denied, the uniform and chosen practice the church 
favor different mode, truly scriptural and proper. 


Lord’s Supper. 


this subject well known that the Lutherans and 
Reformed could not agree Marburg. This constituted the 
chief point difference then, the point around which 
most the doctrinal differences and controversies centre 
now. Three hundred years have not served settle the 
difficulty. 

Then, they agreed far jointly say: sacrament 
the altar the sacrament the true body and blood 
Christ, and the spiritual partaking this body and blood 
necessary for every Christian. ..... And, although are not 
agreed present the question, whether the real body 
and blood Christ are corporeally present the bread and 
wine, yet both parties shall cherish more and more truly 
Christian charity far conscience permits” (Articles 
Marburg Conference, 1529, Art. xv.). 

Luther then insisted the literal interpretation the 
words this body,” while the Reformed dissented from 
such interpretation. When the Augsburg Confession was 
prepared and presented, contained (Art. 
the Supper the Lord taught that the true body and 
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blood Christ are truly present, under the form bread 
and wine, the Lord’s supper, and are there administered 
and 

not easy determine precisely what meaning was 
these words Melanchthon when written, 
what they actually teach. would perhaps easier say 
what they not, and were not intended to, teach. This 
much least certain, that the Lutheran church has 
repudiated and rejected nearly every view interpretation 
that has been placed upon them those holding opposite 
opinions. The church not only rejects transubstantiation, 
but consubstantiation, persistently charged upon her, and 
subpanation and impanation and every other view that in- 
volves gross corporeal presence, that the body and blood 
Christ are locally included the bread and wine. Even 
the oral manducation the Formula Concord, with all 
its refined distinctions, has place here, and part 
the Augsburg Confession, the faith the Lutheran 
church. Every idea physical sensible presence 
excluded the interpretation the church, and the 
whole regarded supernatural and above our understand- 
ings. same time equally certain that these words 
were designed express, and express, meaning different 
from the view entertained the and teach 
the doctrine true presence the body and blood 
Christ this sacrament. They mean teach that Christ 
truly present, and present according both natures, and 
that this sacrament his body and blood are communicated 
and received. How this effected not stated, except 
the presence under the form bread and 
any union between the outward and visible signs, and the 
true body and blood Christ, the church affirms none, but 
commonly calls sacramental union, the presence 
called true real presence, and sometimes sacramental 
presence. 

need not concealed that this doctrine has been the 
occasion serious difficulties the very bosom the 
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Lutheran church itself, its reception has been very 
far from being cordial and universal. Only ten years after 
the publication the Augsburg Confession, Melanchthon 
altered the tenth Article read, quod corpus san- 
guis Christi vere exhibeantur vescentibus coena domini,” 
that is, that the body and blood Christ are truly repre- 


sented the Lord’s supper”; and although this change 


never received formally the sanction the church, but 
later day was condemned unauthorized, yet certain 
that the Melanchthonian view continued have many ad- 
herents, and that all times there has been considerable 
difference opinion among those considered consistent and 
genuine Lutherans, the interpretation this Article, 
how should The interpretation put upon 


Gieseler, his History the Church, the new edition the 
Augsburg Coniession 1540, the so-called Variata, much calum- 
niated, one that time thought taking offence it. was considered 
revision, which made the Confession more plain; very much praised 
Brentz, and immediately used the Colloquy Worms, January 
long lived the Variata was universally used without 
tions, even the most decided opponents Melanchthon, Westphal, and 
the Weimar Confutation Book iv. pp. 432, 433). 

even affirmed that Luther revised and approved this Nic. Sel- 
necker (Catalogus Brevis Conciliorum) Recognita est Aug. 
Conf. posterior, relegente approbante Luthero, vivi adhuc testes 
Casper Peucer, son-in-law Melanchthon recognoscente appro- 
bante Luthero (Preface Melanchthon’s Works, 1562, Vol. i.). 

The Confession the Saxony churches, written Melanchthon 1551, 
presented the Council Trent, has: hac communione vere sub- 
stantialiter adesse Christum, vere exhiberi sumentibus corpus sanguinem 
(Works 1562, Vol. 134). 

How little sympathized with those who obstinately insisted peculiar 
view essential church few brief citations will Bucer, 
April 1531: Melius illi toti causae consultum sinamus paulatim con- 
silescere has tragicas contentiones” (Corp. Ref. ii. pp. 498). Vitus Theo- 
dorus, April 1538: “Ego longissime recederem veteribus, posui usu 
sacramentalem dixi, datis his rebus Christum vere adesse 
efficacem esse. profecto satis est. ..... Sacramenta pacta sunt, rebus 
sumptis adsit aliud. Quid requiris amplius?” (Corp. Ref. 
Criminationes Staphyli Avii, 1558: “Intuens Ecclesiarum nostrarum 
vulnera, cum propter alias causas multas ingenti dolore afficior, tum vero 
magis crucior, quod occupati intestinis bellis non vel 
olim dicebatur, nos adversus communes hostes conjungere” (Works, 1564, 
Vol. iv. 813). 
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the other later symbolical books, not only contrary 
the oft-repeated views Melanchthon, but has not been 
generally accepted and the mode the Saviour’s presence, 
and the manner this reception, must left largely 
the faith and conscience individuals. The same liberty 
least must granted, was allowed Luther and 
Melanchthon during their lives, and implicit agreement 
every particular cannot expected, or, expected any, 
will not secured. 

show how cautiously the most distinguished Lutheran 
divines have expressed themselves this controverted ques- 
tion, few brief citations will given: 

Chemnitz: presence Christ’s body the supper 
not natural. easier, therefore, show what the 
sacramental eating not than what 

Hunnius: Lord’s supper spiritual work, insti- 
tuted and ordained Christ himself, whereby, the conse- 
crated bread, gives unto the believer his body eat, 
and the consecrated wine his blood drink, order 
thereby apply unto every individual more specially all the 
promises the gospel, seal them him, strengthen his 
faith, and give him food and everlasting 

mode which the body Christ present 
the bread used the Lord’s supper not determined 
and, though there sacramental union the bread with 
the body Christ, this not dependent definite mode 
the presence, but the special divine promise.” 

Mosheim: What the nature this presence is, know 
not. ..... deny that Christ present and received 
physical material manner. But should any one ask how 
present, our answer is, know not. call 
his presence this holy ordinance sacramental presence.” 

The General Synod the Lutheran church, besides 
ing special jurisdiction matters faith, beyond requir- 
ing synods uniting with reception the Augsburg 
Confession, already stated, allows and sanctions 
some degree liberty interpreting the Confession. Well 
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knowing that similar diversity views this very subject 
prevailed the early church, without division, and not 
regarding this peculiar aspect the sacrament funda- 
mental doctrine, there disposition press the matter 
upon the conscience any. Within certain limits, well 
enough understood, freedom opinion and liberty con- 
science are cheerfully granted. While some adhere more 
strictly what they understand the doctrine the 
Confession this point, the views commonly entertained 
not probably differ materially from those other orthodox 
except that there may disposition lay 
more stress upon the ordinance, and insist more emphat- 
ically the presence Christ, and that present 
the God-man who suffered and died for us. The sacrament, 
too, maintained something more than mere exhibition 
grace, which the believer has true fellowship with his 
crucified and exalted Redeemer, and which there are 
sealed him all the blessings purchased salvation. 

regard the design this sacrament, suppose 
every Lutheran cordially adopts the language Melanchthon 
the Apology: sacrament was instituted Christ 
console the alarmed conscience, strengthen our faith 
when believe that the flesh Christ was given for the 
life the world, and that this nourishment are united 
with Christ and obtain grace and life”; and also the lan- 
guage the Formula Concord: most august 
sacrament was perpetual memorial his bitter 
passion and death, and all his benefits, sealing the 
New Testament, consolation for afflicted hearts, and 
continual bond and union Christians with Christ their 
head and among themselves.” 

There are those the Lutheran church this country, 
who rigidly insist the view drawn out and stated 
the Formula Concord the real, substantial presence 
the true body and blood Christ, and that the body and 
blood are received the mouth. And they are unwilling 
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acknowledge, associate with, Lutherans, any who 
not profess the same faith. This, however, has never been, 
nor now, the spirit the General Synod the 
eran church. Within the largest liberty consistent with 
purity doctrine, has alway been the rule. common 
with very many and very distinguished divines other 
churches, the opinion generally prevails within the General 
Synod, that there such fundamental difference between 
Lutherans and other orthodox churches, regard the 
Lord’s supper, should any bar their Christian fellow- 
ship, their harmonious co-operation the work 
advancing our common 


The constitution and government the Lutheran church 
have differed somewhat different countries. The church 
does not profess find definite and fully developed system 
government the New Testament, and hence has allowed 
such modifications the times and circumstances seemed 
favor demand. some European countries, Sweden 
and Denmark, modified form episcopacy while 
Germany the government chiefly consistories, without 
bishops. the United States the church recognizes three 
the council each individual church, the 
district synods, consisting all the clergy and equal 
number laymen from particular district country, and 
one General Synod formed representatives from the district 
synods” (Formula Government, Chap. i.; prepared 
Schmucker, D.D.). 

must not supposed, however, that the Lutheran church 


the Article the Lutheran Church” Appleton’s American Ency- 
clopaedia, Vol. (1860), understood from the pen Krauth, D.D., 
Philadelphia, the writer after quoting learned authorities show that 
Lutherans and Calvinists, however widely they may appear differ words 
and names,” yet there “an essential unity,” and only secondary diversity 
the two parties”; and further truly adds: Many learned writers differ- 
ent denominations have found nothing the doctrines usages Lutherans 
prevent union between them and other Protestants.” 
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has system ecclesiastical polity, that she regards 
all systems equally scriptural and equally good. Nothing 
could further from the truth. For upon all points her 
has been fully and only matter 
necessity, divine right, that many points are not con- 
sidered absolutely fixed the New Testament. Accord- 
ing her view the true church may, and does, exist under 
different forms external organization and government. 

The Lutheran church holds the establishment the 
Christian church divine institution, and which will con- 
tinue until the end the world. This church “is the 
congregation all believers, among whom the gospel 
preached its purity, and the holy sacraments are adminis- 
tered according the gospel” (Augsburg Confession, Art. 
This church essentially one, but its unity spiritual, 
and order this not necessary that uniform 
monies and regulations instituted men should everywhere 
observed.” the visible church are many unworthy 
members, which, however does not destroy its character 
the true church Christ. 

The church and state, ecclesiastical and civil power, 
are clearly distinguished, and each considered 
supreme within its own sphere. are divine 
appointment, but for wholly different ends. Both are 
upheld the legitimate exercise their power. These 
two governments, the civil and ecclesiastical, ought not 
mingled and Both, account God’s 
commandment, ought honored and sustained with all 
sincerity, the two greatest blessings earth...... The 
churches undoubtedly retain the authority call, elect, 
and ordain ministers. And this authority privilege 
which God has given especially the and cannot 
taken away from the church any 
Civil government relates matters entirely different from 
the gospel, and protects with its power, not the souls men, 
but their bodies and possessions against external violence 

XXV. No. 99. 


490 THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. [July, 


the sword and bodily penalties (Augsburg Confession, Art, 
xxviii. xvi. Smalcald Articles, Appendix). 

The ministry also divinely instituted, not distinct 
order, but office which men must duly called and 
set apart that they may publicly preach and administer the 
sacraments. The Lutheran church fully recognizes and 
holds the universal priesthood believers, and that all 
have one High Priest, Jesus Christ, has passed into 
heaven, now appear the presence God for 
other priesthood hierarchical order acknowledged 
stand between God and the people. The Christian ministry 
simply office the church, and ministers are distin- 
guished from the laity only because they have been called 
this office ministering holy things. Every hierarchical 
tendency opposed the spirit the gospel, and the 
universal rights Christian believers Confession, 
Art. xiv.). 

distinction grade among ministers recognized 
divine but the parity office these 
servants Christ steadfastly maintained. According 
divine authority, there difference between bishops and 
pastors ministers all who preside over the church have 
this command alike [to preach the gospel, administer the 
sacraments, etc.], whether they called pastors 
byters bishops. ..... For the office and the authority are 
entirely the (Smalcald Articles, Appendix). Where 
any distinction has been allowed the Lutheran church, 
has been entirely matter toleration expediency, and 
not any concession claim divine right. 

Ecclesiastical power really vests the church itself, 
the members constituting the church. individual 
congregation, embracing pastor and people, has full author- 
ity under Christ act for itself. Here the beginning and 
seat ecclesiastical authority and power. But the 
church one, and act united capacity, congrega- 
tions may unite forming ecclesiastical bodies synods, 
and, delegation and representation, these synods act for 
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individual congregations; and their acts are the acts the 
church. This principle believed fully exhibited 
the New Testament, and universally recognized our 
ecclesiastical affairs. These synods may again unite 
forming General Synod. accordance with such views 
and principles has the Evangelical Lutheran church the 
United States been organized. The position occupied 
intermediate between and Congregational- 
ism. More power and freedom are claimed for individual 
churches than acknowledged Presbyterianism, and 
more authority and power granted synods than ac- 
knowledged Congregationalism. political term 
might employed, would call the government federal- 
republican, which the members the churches, through 
congregations and synods, form union for the good the 
whole. 

all ecclesiastical bodies the Lutheran church the 
equal rights the laity are fully admitted. district 
synods and General Synod they have equality with the 
ministry numbers, and equal privileges speech and 
and these rights are carefully guaranteed and duly 
respected. hierarchical spirit allowed here any more 
than the service the sanctuary. The church 
Christian brotherhood, well universal priesthood. 


There nothing peculiar the doctrine the Lutheran 
church the points embraced under this general head. 
common with other orthodox Christians, she believes 
future world, the resurrection the body, the immortality 
man, final judgment, and the eternity rewards and 
punishments. The office raising the dead and judging all 
men Christ will execute when comes again power and 
glory. 

The doctrine Millenarianism, currently taught and 
understood, contrary the Confession the church and 
the teaching her most distinguished theologians. When- 
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ever and wherever such doctrine has appeared the 
church, and has been advocated individuals, has only 
been tolerated not fundamental heresy; but such 
faith utterly inconsistent with the whole system Lutheran 
doctrine. The Augsburg Confession (Art. xvii.) says: 
also taught that the last day our Lord Jesus Christ will 
come raise and judge all the and adds, “In 
like manner certain Jewish doctrines are condemned, which 
are circulated even now, that, prior the resurrection 


the dead, the holy and pious alone will occupy temporal 


kingdom, and that all the wicked will exterminated.” 
That Christ’s kingdom earth spiritual kingdom 
taught Art. iii.: sits the right hand God, 
that may perpetually reign over all creatures, and govern 
them, through the Holy Spirit sanctify, purify, strengthen, 
and console all those that believe Also, that 
finally this same Christ will return visibly judge the living 
and the dead, according the Apostles’ 

The church looks for the triumph Christ over all his 
enemies not only the subjection the nations his sway, 
but the purification this world from sin, and the establish- 
ment new heavens and new earth wherein shall dwell 
righteousness. 


attempt will now made gather the most 
important and most interesting facts that may serve give 
general view the progress and present position the 
church. 


STATISTICS. 


Entirely reliable and accurate statistics the church are 
scarcely obtained; and all that can attempted 
approximation the truth. Different synods have had 
different methods reporting, and the changes have been 
constant and great that, after considerable examination 
and comparison data, allowance must made for want 
strict accuracy. The following, however, will serve form 
general judgment: 
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1748, when the first synod was formed, there were 
eleven Lutheran ministers the Colonies. 1820, the 
formation the General Synod, there were five synods, and 
about one hundred and forty ministers, and some thirty 
thousand members. 1823, the synod Pennsylvania, 
more then than one half the entire church, withdrew, 
leaving the number ministers connection with the 
General Synod only about sixty. For the next forty years 
the growth the General Synod may thus exhibited 


Synods. Ministers. Churches. Members. 
1823, 200 10,000 
1833, 250 15,000 
1843, 300 600 60,000 
1853, 560 1,250 112,000 
1863, 900 1,700 170,000 


During the same period the entire Lutheran church 
the United States, according the same estimates, would 
exhibit about the following 


Synods. Ministers. Churches. Members. 
1823, 175 900 40,000 
1833, 240 1,000 60,000 
1843, 430 1,400 150,000 
1853, 900 1,800 200,000 
1863, 1,400 2,500 260,000 


The present numbers are, synods, 1,725 ministers, 3,100 
congregations, 350,000 members. 

The theological seminary the General Synod Gettys- 
burg was founded 1825. The Hartwick Seminary had 
been founded few years before. 1832, Pennsylvania 
College, Gettysburg, the first college the United States 
under Lutheran auspices, was founded. Since that, literary 
and theological institutions have multiplied, until now there 
are some fifteen theological seminaries and seventeen col- 
leges, with academies and female seminaries. the quality 
were equal the quantity, there would lack edu- 
cational institutions; but, while some them are respectably 
endowed, and have corps professors, others 
have struggle maintain existence. Some three 
hundred thousand dollars have been raised during the past 
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three years for these institutions, and the sum will probably 
largely increased during the present jubilee year (from 
October 31, 1867, October 31, 1868). 


GENERAL BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS. 


connection with the General Synod, and under its 
auspices, have been formed various benevolent societies de- 
signed enlist and direct the energies the church. 
these, the Parent Education Society was organized 1835 
(the work was designed do, and which for number 
years did accomplish, has been left late the education 
societies the district synods) the Foreign Missionary Soci- 
ety, organized 1837, and which has sustained missions 
India and Africa, yet must confessed too limited 
scale; the Home Missionary Society, organized 1845; 
the Church Extension Society, organized 1853; besides, 
the Publication Society, organized 1851, and the Historical 
Society, founded 1845. 

The Lutheran church has not given the cause forcign 
missions and general benevolence, proportion her numbers 
and wealth, nor proportion what other churches have 
done. doubtless part owing the want spirit 
benevolence, but other causes have combined restrain 
benevolent contributions that direction. The rapid in- 
crease the church home, the constant and growing 
demand for ministers and church edifices supply the newly 
organized churches, with the effort establish institutions 
for the furtherance this work, have engrossed most the 
attention, and received most the contributions, the 
church. Yet there very general feeling 
intelligent and reflecting portions the church, that have 
been sadly missionary zeal, and that the cry 
the heathen has been too much neglected. The amount 
contributed directly foreign missions not more than 
about ten thousand dollars year, very small sum for such 
object and such church. Home missions have 
received much more attention. The work this depart- 
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ment carried jointly synodical societies, and 
General Home Missionary Society. Most the synods 
attend the work their own territory, and some them 
sustain individual missions the West, handing over only 
the surplus funds the General Society, that its exhibit 
would furnish very meagre and incorrect view what 
actually accomplished. present may perhaps said 
that theological education and home missions have the chief 
place the heart the church. 

Quite number institutions eleemosynary character, 
for orphans, widows, and the infirm, have been established 
different parts the church, and some them have received 
liberal contributions. present there are more than 
dozen these houses mercy, and the number annually 
increasing. The church deems sacred duty care for 
the poor and fatherless, and this least has not been 
behind other denominations. 


Besides general Publication Society, with its office and 
depository Philadelphia, there are about thirty Lutheran 
periodicals published the United States, which more 
than one half are the German, Swedish, and Norwegian 
languages. This diversity languages, while has greatly 
increased the difficulty supplying the church with 
suitable religious literature, has tended diminish the 
circulation any one these publications. Still, some 
these periodicals will not suffer comparison with those 
other churches. The Publication Society has not yet suffi- 
cient age means accomplish what may hoped for 
years yet its childhood, not infancy, and 
must have time grow. 


CULTURE AND 


From the beginning, the Lutheran church has been 
educating church, and the United States she has not 
equalled her renown the Old World, she has been striving 
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amidst many difficulties advance. prominent feature 
her educational efforts, the catechizing the young. 
Every Lutheran pastor expected pay due, not special, 
attention this part his work. Annually, from time 
time, the young are assembled and carefully instructed 
the doctrines and duties our holy religion. There 
part the Lutheran system that more highly prized 
than this, and none that has yielded more abundant fruits, 
Under ordinary circumstances, this part the regular 
preparation for admission the communion the church; 
and, while mere intellectual acquaintance with the truth 
not deemed any means all, the chief, part what 
required, deemed too much importance over- 
looked neglected. The church thus aims reaching 
both head and heart, and uniting intelligence with piety. 
Like everything else, catechizing may perverted and 
made merely formal process, which individuals are sup- 
posed prepared for church membership but this not 
its true design, nor its use. Thousands and tens 
thousands could testify its spiritual advantages. 
very many the churches combined with individual 
personal conversation, and special efforts for the awakening 
and salvation the young. The Catechism has been called 
the Bible for the young, and intended hand hand 
with the divine word, which simple explanation. 

the services the sanctuary, the preaching the word 
deservedly holds the most prominent place. Yet the Lu- 
theran church seeks elevate what more strictly worship. 
Believing that the preaching the gospel God’s ordinance 
for the salvation the world, and also that his house the 
house prayer and the place praise, the extremes are 
avoided making the sanctuary simply place hear 
preaching, or, the other place where the people 
attend service. Romish pomp and ceremony and Puritanic 
baldness, are alike the Lutheran idea the services 
God’s house. Discarding all display that merely addresses 
the senses, the Lutheran church would retain whatever may 
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aid devotion, and give solemnity and dignity the different 
parts divine worship. The organ very common 
accompaniment the singing God’s praise. The use 
brief liturgical service, though optional with pastor and 
people, provided for, and found conducive uniformity 
and solemnity. prayer means inter- 
fered with depreciated, but such use liturgical forms 
encouraged may suit the tastes and preferences those 
who use them. The mingling solemn confession, humble 
prayer, and sacred song, with devout preaching and hearing 
the word, contributes the completeness and impressive- 
ness divine service. 

The sacraments baptism and the Lord’s supper are 
administered according the order prescribed the Lit- 
Preceding the Lord’s supper the uniform custom 
hold what usually called preparatory service,” 
which those who intend participate the communion, 
make general and public confession sin, implore the 
divine forgiveness, and receive the divine promises the 
truly penitent and believing. Confession and private abso- 
lution, enjoined the Augsburg Confession and other sym- 
bolical books, have never been practised the churches: 
the General Synod, and, indeed, have never been general 
any part the church. Some few churches, rigidly 
symbolical, profess continue the practice; but the mass. 
those out of, well in, the General Synod have only 
general and public confession. The absolution, called, 
within the churches the General Synod, least, only 
declarative announcement the divine promise 
pardon and acceptance through Jesus Christ. 

Confirmation practised solemn, appropriate, and 
scriptural usage; and those who have been baptized 
infaney, after careful religious instruction, and 
own voluntary profession, are thus publicly recognized and 
admitted all the privileges citizens with the 
saints, and the houschold This solemn rite, 


however, not regarded essential and 
XXV. No. 99. 
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those coming from churches where not practised are 
received certificate without confirmation. While honored 
and practised the Lutheran church, does not hold the 
place that does the Episcopal and Catholic 

The ecclesiastical festivals are observed. With super- 
stitious reverence for days, but with the conviction that 
intelligent observance them may found eminently 
conducive the faith and spirituality the church, the 
General Synod has adopted the following: Resolved, that 
the churches connection with the Synod 
recommended observe our regular ecclesiastical festivals 
commemoration the fundamental facts our religion, 
namely, Christmas, Good Friday, Easter, Ascension-Day, and 
Whit-Sunday, the hope and persuasion that, the Divine 
blessing, they will found be, they have often proved, 
occasions reviving our congregations.” 

addition these, the observance days prayer, and 
the 31st October, the anniversary the Reformation, 
have been recommended. The present year, commencing 
October 31, 1867, being the three hundred and fiftieth anni- 
versary the Reformation, will observed jubilee. 
During this year efforts will made awaken deeper 
interest the great doctrines restored through the Reforma- 
tion, and quicken the zeal and liberality the church. 
one need afraid the Lutheran church running off 
into Romanism this observance festival days and 
seasons. The church thinks there necessity giving 
all that good such things Rome and the devil, but 
prefers claim and exercise Christian liberty. 


PRESENT CONDITION. 


not easy few sentences, all, describe the 
present condition the Lutheran church the United 
States. may said that the church still formative 
process. doctrine, worship, organization, and 
spirit prevails. The liberty which the church has 
boasted freely exercised disintegration well edi- 


1868.] THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. 499 


fication. doctrine the diversity ranges from the liberal, 
consistent, evangelical position the General Synod the 
most extreme and rigid symbolism, holding every jot and 
tittle the Confession, and unchurching all who will not 
coincide. worship the range from puritanic simplicity 
ritualistic ceremonials. besides the 
General Synod, two three other ecclesiastical unions have 
been formed. Through the Rebellion, the Southern synods 
were separated from the General Synod, and have organized 
themselves, numbering some five six synods, into the 
Evangelical Lutheran General Synod North America.” 
Recently few other synods and parts synods withdrew 
from the General Synod, and, with some bodies not the 
General Synod all numbering organized 
the General Council the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
former the two the result purely 
political difficulties, and grew out the late war. The 
latter the result professed dissatisfaction with the 
General Synod’s liberal basis and practice, and desire 
establish more rigid Lutheranism. Its Fundamental 
Principles Faith and Church acknowledging all 
the symbolical books, declare that the Confessions must 
accepted every statement and that those 
who set them forth and subscribe them, must not only agree 
use the same words, but must use and understand those 
words one and the same sense.” Notwithstanding this 
declaration, several the larger and more rigidly symbolical 
synods refused unite with the General Council,” 
account doctrinal and other difficulties; the General 
the face its profession, having prominent Mil- 
lenarians among its members, well allowing, some 
the churches, mixed communion with other denominations, 
interchange pulpits, tolerating secret societies and other 
practices deemed inconsistent with the purity the 


1The Joint Synod Ohio, before uniting, desired the General Council 
give information the following points: What relation will this venera- 
ble body future sustain Chiliasm? Mixed communion? The 
exchanging pulpits with sectarians? Secret unchurchly societies 
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would premature express too decided judgment 
the result these different movements. number 
synods still stand separate, finding union suit their 
tastes. Meanwhile the General Synod, with history 
nearly half century, and having secured and enjoyed the 
respect and confidence other denominations, will continue 
its way, inviting and encouraging those who love its posi- 
tion and doctrines unite with extending the blessings 
brotherly love and Christian The spirit the 
Lutheran church represented the General Synod, 
liberality and good will all evangelical churches. Her 
pulpits, her altars, her ecclesiastical conventions are open 
all who profess common Lord and common Christian faith. 
She invites all the true friends Christ her communion- 
table, and rejoices communion saints.” While 
laboring her own sphere the Master’s work, she 
rejoices all the prosperity and success others laboring 
the same blessed cause. 

With few distinctive peculiarities, but combining what 
good all not seeking magnify non-essential 
differences, but looking the things which all agree 
deeming unity spirit more important than unity forms 
and fully recognizing the superscription and 
image Christ other churches, the Evangelical Lutheran 
church says fellow Christians every name, who hold the 
one Father, and serve one Master, who Christ the Lord.” 

have spoken partially too kindly the Evangelical 
Lutheran church, becomes son speak his own 
mother too feebly, must set down lack ability 
speak such subject. the words the author 
Maccabees: “If have done well, and fitting the 
story, that which desired but slenderly and meanly, 
that which could attain unto.” 


The Synod Iowa presented paper “involving most these same ques- 
tions.” The general Council was not prepared give any definite decisive 
answer these questions; and Synods, with the Missouri Synod, declined 
unite with that body. Minutes General Council, First Convention, 1867. 
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ARTICLE 


MILL VERSUS 


REV. JOSEPH HAVEN, D.D., PROFESSOR CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 


Two conflicting systems philosophy are contending 
the present day for the mastery Great Britain and Amer- 
ica. The issues are means unimportant. 
question little moment, which shall command the 
cultivated mind the age and direct its thinking, for the 
next generation. the custom some speak lightly 
cal importance. But consequences greatest moment are 
often involved systems merely speculative philosophy. 
Such the case the present instance. Not the philoso- 
pher, the metaphysician, merely, but, directly indirectly, 
every man intellectual culture, and through these the 
still larger class whose opinions are influenced and whose 
conduct guided them, personally concerned this 
matter. man, whatever calling profession, 
the present day, certainly Christian can 
afford uninformed misinformed the contro- 
versy now going between these two conflicting modes 
thought. Many, however, especially professional men, who 
desire pronounce intelligent opinion the subject, 
have not the time which required for such investigations, 
or, perhaps, the previous metaphysical training which would 
qualify them sit judgment questions this nature. 
may service such their inquiries point out 
the following Article the essential points difference 
the two systems, and also some the defects each. 

Before proceeding our main purpose, however, few 


Paper read before the Alumni Institute the Chicago Theological Sem- 
inary, its recent session. 
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words seem necessary respecting the men themselves whose 
systems are compare and discuss. known 
most that Hamilton, having received early life the most 
complete classical first Glasgow and afterwards 
Oxford,— became student law, was subsequently 
appointed professor History, afterwards Logic and 
Metaphysics, the University Edinburgh, which post 
filled with honor and increasing reputation for many years. 
Perhaps the most remarkable thing about the man his 
wonderful erudition. Few men, ancient modern, have 
ever equalled him this. was complete master the 
opinions men all ages and nations. The literature and 
whole history any subject which had occasion dis- 
cuss, any idea doctrine which wished either 
advance reject, lay before his glance all its com- 
pleteness; that whatever position assumed, was 
master the situation. Aristotle and his chief commenta- 
tors, the writings the schoolmen and the early church 
Fathers, the mediaeval writers, the modern philosophers 
Europe, from Descartes Kant, all were familiar him 
household words. While, however, called man 
master, Aristotle among the ancients, and Reid and Kant 
among the moderns, were the three thinkers who exerted 
the greatest influence the formation his opinions and 
habits thought. His power analysis and generalization 
unsurpassed. His clear, searching eye penetrated 
glance through all the surroundings and incidentals, the 
very pith and heart subject. His logic terrible, 
Dogmatic times, resolute and persistent always, severe 
sometimes with opponent, but manly and honest even 
his severest mood, antagonist whom few would 
well encounter, and none provoke. His style 
peculiar, loose,” use the well chosen words 
McCosh, never tedious, never dull; always clear, 
always terse, always masculine, and times sententious, 
clinching, and uses sharp chisel, 
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and strikes his hammer with decided blow; and his ideas 
commonly stand out before like clear-cut statue, stand- 
ing firmly its pedestal between and clear sky. 
Indeed, might with justice describe his style not only 
accurate but even beautiful sense, from its compression, 
its compactness, its vigor, and its point.” 

pass from this remarkable man his present critic 
and antagonist. John Stuart Mill, the son James Mill, 
philosophic writer considerable eminence the empirical 
and utilitarian school, seems have received his early bias 
and direction chiefly from his father’s speculative opinions 
and modes thought. Without the advantage academic 
and classical training, still well-educated, though 
self-educated man, widely read and well-informed most 
subjects, more particularly history and natural science 
while his studies and published writings have led him chiefly 
the discussion logic and metaphysics, including political 
economy and social science. Accustomed think for him- 
self, like most self-educated men, deficient proper 
reverence for the past, and that deference for the opinions 
others which the fruit highest culture. Though not 
properly disciple Comte, finds much the spirit and 
principles the positive philosophy which commands his 
respect and admiration. fairly informed man 
the history says one his principal 
reviewers, has attached himself school which thinks 
has entirely outstripped the past; and has sym- 
pathy with, and appreciation of, the profound thoughts 
the men former times. These are supposed belong 
the theological metaphysical ages which have forever 
passed away favor the positive era which has now 
dawned upon our world. Bred thus revolutionary 
school opinion, his predilections are all things favor 
those who are given change, and against those who 
think there immutable truth, who imagine that they 
have discovered it. ever able bring out his 
views admirable order, and his thoughts lie his style 
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like pebbles the bottom transparent stream; that 
see their shape and color without noticing the 
through which view them. have only add that 
his love the clear and his desire translate the 
into the concrete, often misses the deepest properties 
the objects examined him; and seems far better 
fitted co-ordinate the facts social science than deal 
with the first principles fundamental philosophy.” 

present Mr. Mill the ascendant England. 
commands degree influence and authority 
place the public estimation second probably that 
other living thinker and writer Great Britain. 
opinions are law, not merely the masses, who are attracted 
his earnest and noble advocacy the rights the people 
and civil liberty, but the educated, and especially the 
youthful, mind the country, which fascinated his 
philosophy, and recognizes him leader 
the magnus Apollo, not merely the boroughs, the 
places business, and the halls parliament, but the 
universities and the schools and courts law. This per- 
sonal influence and popularity give additional importance 
his philosophical speculations, inasmuch they give him 
power for good evil over the public mind such 
wielded probably other man Great Britain the 
present moment. With respect the work which Mr. 
Mill’s reputation author now chiefly rests, his Exam- 
ination Sir William Hamilton’s Philosophy,” must 
haps not too much call it, with Masson, truly 
splendid work.” certainly displays great mental power, 
great acuteness and skill detecting the weak and 
ble points position, and persistent deter- 
mination silence and set aside the great authority Sir 
William Hamilton acknowledged leader British thought’ 
matters philosophic speculation. This work delib- 
erately undertakes, and some extent, doubtless, accom- 
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plishes the volumes before us. was work quite 
necessary done some one the interests the 
positive philosophy, represented the English branch 
the school Comte, also the empirical and sensational 
school Locke, Hobbes, Hume, Priestly; the further 
existence which methods thought England the utter 
demolition Sir William Hamilton’s opinions and authority 
had beeome prime necessity. was fer Mr. Mill, the 
acknowledged leader the revolutionary and empirical 
philosophy, attempt the task. With fixed purpose and 
manly courage has essayed the work means easy 
done. his success the future must judge. his 
opponents must give him credit the whole for fairness 
and candor his general treatment the illustrious rival 
whose system and whose authority seeks demolish. 
fully however, with the general estimate Mr. 
Mill and his work which expressed Dr. McCosh, him- 
self one the fairest and most impartial critics: 
sure Mr. Mill means just critic his rival. But, 
from having attached himself narrow and exclusive 
school philosophy, scarcely capable comprehending 
—he certainly utterly incapable appreciating 
Hamilton’s profounder discussions. would easy 
show that not few the alleged inconsistencies Hamil- 
ton arise from misapprehensions the part his critic. 
certainly not look Mr. Mill superficial 
writer. the contrary, subjects which has not 
been led follow Mr. James Mill Comte, his thoughts 
are commonly solid and weighty they are clearly ex- 
pressed. But speaking exclusively his philosophy first 
among many for his metaphysical theories mainly because, 
like Hobbes and Condillac, possesses delusive simplicity, 
which does not account for, but simply overlooks, the distin- 
guishing properties our mental 

With these general remarks upon the individual writers, 
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proceed the work more properly before us, the 
sion the two systems such. And first, their essential 
differences. 


Essential Differences. 


The first and most obvious difference between the 
systems the very starting-point from which they set 
forth. the whole history philosophy find the 
rent schools and systems dividing and diverging this 

question first and chiefly: Whence come our ideas, notions, 
wholly from experience? are there some among 
them priori nature, necessary, connate, the result 
constitutional causes ideas and beliefs arising the mind 
prior and independent all experience the world with- 
out, springing from the very structure the mind itself? 
This the great water-shed philosophic thought and 
speculation all ages, from which divers theories start upon 
their course toward widely distant oceans. English philos- 
ophy this difference has from the first been most distinctly 
marked. the one hand, the empirical sensational school, 
deriving all our ideas from experience, and denying all 
innate, connate, priori truth, has been largely the 
ascendant England, represented such names 
Hobbes, Locke, Hartley, Bentham, Berkeley, Hume, Priestly, 
Paley, the Mills, father and son, and others less note.. 

the other hand, the spiritual transcendental school, 
distinguished from the sensational, represented abroad 
such names Descartes, Leibnitz, Kant, Cousin, and the 
chiefs modern German speculation, has not without 
its disciples and advocates Great Britain. this class 
were Cudworth and the Cambridge Platonists. The Scotch 
school has from the first been this type, represented 
the sober common sense Reid, the elegance Stewart, the 
philosophic clearness and precision Mackintosh, the genius 
and eclecticism Coleridge, and the wonderful erudition and 
comprehensive grasp one mightier than they all Sir 
William Hamilton. class Coleridge this enumeration, 
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with the Scotch school, and this again with the leading trans- 
France and Germany— Descartes, Leibnitz, 
Kant, Cousin, for the reason that, however widely they 
may differ other points, and the general spirit their 
respective systems, the question now under consideration, 
they stand together and agreed. That the category our 
ideas and beliefs are some which transcend the limits expe- 
rience, and are not derived from that source, doctrine 
clearly enunciated, and firmly held, Reid, Stewart, and 
Mackintosh Coleridge Cousin; and positively 
Hamilton and his pupils either. this matter, the 
philosopher, ancient modern, has cherished stronger 
conviction, more distinctly and earnestly avowed that con- 
viction, that only the theory necessary ideas 
any philosophy possible, than has Sir William Hamilton. 
pervades and gives character his whole system, and, 
Masson has very justly remarked, whole tenor 
his labors was towards assertion, purification, and re- 
definition Transcendentalism and when died, left 
the flag Transcendentalism waving anew over more than 
one citadel the world.” 

And this precisely one the fundamental differences 
between the philosophy Hamilton and that Mill, who 
stands strongly committed the opposite view. All truth 
experimental all knowledge, ideas, belief anything, the 
result experience, would have believe. This the 
key his whole system. avowed his earlier philo- 
sophical implied his logic, which built 
this foundation comes out distinctly his latest and 
chief philosophical work, the Examination Hamilton. 
Our highest principles and generalization, our so-called first 
truths, even mathematical axioms, ideas right and wrong, 
beauty, duty, and the like, are all, would assure us, 
empirical origin, the result more less wide and 
repeated induction. Nothing true Knowledge, 
notion, axiom, are all traced back ultimately 
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sénsation. Utilitarianism, refined and enlarged expe: 
diency, the only ground morals. only 
that come know that two straight lines cannot 
space, that one course conduct right and another 
wrong. 

Another essential difference the two systems relates 
the theory perception. This, too, like the preceding, 

one those great division lines which mark off opposite 
tems, chain mountains runs through and divides 
continent. the former question decides the psychology, 
this the cosmology any given system. what 
precisely that are cognizant the act external percep: 
tion the object itself directly, only the sensations 
produced the object? That the question. 
zant (or Hamilton would say conscious) the object itself, 
says one theory. perceive not merely our own sensa- 
tions, awakened the external object, but the object itself, 
possessing certain essential necessary qualities, namely, 
extension space, divisibility, size, figure, which 
common parlance are known the primary qualities 
matter. Thus come into direct cognizance external: 
world. Per contra, are cognizant, not the object itself, 
replies the other theory, not this directly, not fact 
this all, but only our own affections and 
know the existence anything external self indirectly 
and inference, indeed all. According give one 
the other these answers the question proposed, 
take our place philosophy realists idealists. 

Mankind general, has been well said, are natural 
realists. They believe the quality mind and matter, 
and that the latter the reality which the senses represent 
be. The external object, the rock, the tree, the moun- 
tain, what seems, and would the same now in’ 
form, size, color, sound, and taste, were there 
mind see, hear, touch, taste it. The waves that beat 
upon some unknown shore which foot man has ever 
trod, flash the moonlight with the same sparkling bril- 
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liancy, and crash upon their rocky barriers with the same 
tumult and uproar, the billows that play upon the Atlantic 
coast. Nature what seems, and not any sense the 
creation our own minds. requires, however, but little 
exercise philosophic thought, perceive that very con- 
siderable part what thus regard really existing out 
ourselves only the affection our own organism. The 
taste, the color, the odor, the sound, are our own sensations, 
and not properties the object. The most can say is, 
they are the effect the external object our own sensitive 
organism, and were that organism different from what is, 
the result would the rose would longer seem 
red, but green, some other color; the wave would 
longer flash the sunbeam nor sound now upon the 
rocks; that which now acid sweet bitter the taste 
pungent the smell, soft the touch, would present 
far different appearances. 

Accordingly are not surprised find 
phers few natural realists, and find these few throwing 
out the account very much which the unthinking multi- 
tude regard external reality. The secondary qualities 
matter, called, are, even the natural realist, generally 
considered simply affections our own sense, and not 
properly qualities matter all. 

But having conceded much where shall What 
evidence that the other, and so-called primary qualities 
objects, are not like manner, some all them, mere 
subjective affections, produced by, least represent- 
ing our minds, some object without. which external object 
remains itself unknown? have thought the great 
majority philosophers constructive idealists these, admit- 
ting the reality external world somehow represented 
ence from our own subjective impressions, and not 
object immediate cognition. What really know 
perception not the external world, but only our own ideas 
and impressions that externality, say they. 
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While the ranks natural realism scarcely number 
more than some half score philosophers note, among them 
Reid, Hamilton, and the disciples the latter, find 
the roll constructive idealism such names Descartes, 
Leibnitz, Kant, Berkeley, Malebranche, Sir Isaac Newton, 
Locke, and Browne. Others again have gone further, and 
have questioned the existence any such external reality 
represented through our senses, resolving the whole into 
merely subjective affections the mind itself; pure idealists 
these, represented Berkeley England, and Fitchte 
Germany. 

somewhat doubtful, perhaps, which these two 
classes Mill belongs, that pure that constructive 
idealists. have thoughts, sensations, feelings, and that 
all. Out this, our philosophy must construct itself; out 
this our theory matter and mind evolved. 
Our present sensations suggest the possibility other sensa- 
tions similar nature and indefinite extent; the 
idea something distinct from our fleeting 
something fixed and permanent while they vary something 
independent them and us, capable producing similar 
effects any time our minds and other minds, and 
this, says, our idea external substance. Matter, 
then, may defined permanent possibility sensation. 
asked whether believe matter, ask whether the 
questioner accepts this definition it. does believe 
matter and all Berkeleians. any other sense 
than this not.” like manner resolves the notion 
mind into series feelings, or, has been called, 
thread consciousness, however supplemented believed 
possibilities consciousness, which are not, though they 
might be, the case matter, mind, 
this idea something permanent distinction from the 
sensation feeling the present moment, resolves itself 
into the belief permanent possibility those states.” 
Matter, then, according this, the permanent possibility 
sensation mind, series feelings, running thread 
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consciousness, with permanent possibility the same. 
Such the cosmology Mr. Mill, constructive idealism 
the most refined and attenuated indeed not 
rather the nihilism Hume himself, from which difficult 
purely idealist than who admits the real entity 
mind, while Mill resolves into mere series feelings, 
with permanent possibility the same. 

little remarkable that this series should 
have, have, knowledge its own past and 
future, itself having been and be. This Mr. Mill 
admits inexplicable, and paradox one those ulti- 
mate facts which admit explanation. 

The difference now pointed out leads and involves 
further essential difference the two systems, respect 
the doctrine the relativity our knowledge dif- 
ference ontological, the others were cosmological and 
psychological. Cosmology and psychology end with the 
phenomenal. They are sciences things they appear. 
Ontology, there such thing possible, the science 
the absolute, things they are per se, and not merely 
the appearances phenomena which they 
such science possible, however, man? question 
which philosophy has much debated, and which, 
the previous questions, different systems find themselves 
essentially divergent. That there something beyond and 
back the phenomenal, something supernatural absolute, 
philosophers have usually admitted. That knowledge 
science this possible, that, with all its endeavors, the 
human mind can transcend the limits the purely phenom- 
enal, and attain science things per se, the absolute, 
—they have with almost equal unanimity denied. The ab- 
solute can known, not sense nor reason, but only 
faith. The finite cannot comprehend the infinite. Our 
knowledge wholly relative, wholly the phenomenal. 

Perhaps philosopher has done more set this matter 
its true light than Immanuel Kant. Transcendentalist 
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was psychology, asserting the priori our 
knowledge with the most convincing clearness 
ness, utterly and emphatically denied the possibility 
ontology. Only with the phenomenal has man’s 
do; the absolute wholly beyond his reach—only 
other name for the unknown and 
who came after him, however, were not content abide 
that position. The whole current German philosophy 
subsequent Kant, has been one continued 
recover ontology science the absolute the founda- 
tion all true philosophy. The absolute identity theory 
Fichte, carried out and developed Schelling and Hegel, 
are persistent, resolute attempt demonstrate ontology. 
Cousin has thrown his brilliant name and pen into the same 
scale. 

first sight one would say Mill and Hamilton agree 
this matter. Both reject the possibility any such thing 
the absolute. Man knows, and can know, only 
phenomena, never things per se. Our knowledge wholly 
relative. know phenomena only; and know these 
only they stand related our faculties and capacities 
knowledge. 

Thus far they are agreed. But when come inquire 
what meant relativity knowledge, that expression 
used each, find the two philosophers means 
one. 

‘True our knowledge relative,’ says Hamilton, 
the sense already explained. know not independently 
and absolutely, but only means the phenomena pre- 
sented our faculties; but know this way, and 
our knowledge real and certain. every act percep- 
tion, for example, already stated, have direct, imme- 
diate knowledge self percipient, and also the object 
perceived the ego and the non ego. are conscious 
the two.” This the doctrine natural realism. 
the contrary,’ says Mill, ‘we know immediately 
tively, already stated, neither the self-perceiving nor the 
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object perceived,—neither the ego nor the non ego, 
only the impressions produced and the feelings awakened 
thereby. know nothing positively beyond these feelings 
and impressions. There certainty aught 
asked what guarantee have that these impressions are 
the reality corresponds the impression, 
turns out that there really none whatever. Things 
seem thus and thus, but there no-certainty that they 
are thus held, the relativity knowledge amounts 
absolute nescience. Nothing known, nothing certain 
positive. thus held, the doctrine differs toto from 
difference essential the two difference grow- 
ing out the different doctrines perception held each. 


Defects Mill. 


have pointed out certain essential differences between 
the two systems. regard the system John Stuart Mill 
essentially defective each the respects now mentioned. 
The system fault, seems us: 

deriving, does, all our knowledge and ideas from 
sensation and experience. This essentially shallow 
superficial account the matter. have ideas and 
elements knowledge that cannot thus accounted for; 
and while much that goes make the inventory the 
mental furniture may doubtless ascribed empirical 
origin, equally certain that among those ideas are some 
which, not properly innate, are, say the least, connate, 
having their foundation the very structure and constitution 
the mind; that the mind develops, these ideas are 
developed the very nature and law its being. 
Without entering fully into the argument, which would lead 
beyond our proper limits, sufficient our present 
purpose say, that impossible explain any other 
principle the idea beauty, the idea right and moral obli- 
gation, and the idea God. 

Even Mr. Mill, while purposely rejecting all intuitive 
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principles and elements, and construct 
all our ideas and operations out the material furnished 
sensation and association, is, proceeds, obliged call 
other and Thus admits the 
ence intuitive and immediate knowledge, the source 
whence other truth may inferred, and the 
all reasoning. admits consciousness sufficient and 
self-evident witness whose testimony indisputable and ulti- 
mate all cases. admits our belief the veracity 
law expectation, and original laws association. All 
this intuitive, ultimate, and original ground-work human 
knowledge, quite inconsistent with that empirical origin 
all our ideas which constitutes the fundamental tenet the 
school which Mr. Mill belongs. fact, the system Mill, 
with all its sensational proclivities and empirical spirit and 
purpose, contains many assumptions and postulates, 
calls its aid many first principles, are demanded 
the most strenuous advocates the intuitional school, 
whether Scotch German. 

diate knowledge the actual external world 
regard this doctrine the special contribution the 
Scotch school (and especially Sir William Hamilton) 
mental science the most important step advance, which 
psychology has made the present century. Mr. Mill 
reverses all this, takes step, fact many steps, back- 
wards, and lands philosophy again where was placed 
Hume and Berkeley. The effect unsettle everything 
already established, and leave solid substantial basis for 
philosophy rest upon. not really and immediately 
perceive actual external world, but only infer its existence 
from certain sensations affections our own, then have 
longer any positive knowledge that there such world 
without, even the existence the mind itself; for the 


McCosh’s Defense Fundamental Truth, chapter Mr. Mill’s 
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inference and impression case may erroneous. 
All that really and’ positively know the existence 
certain sensations and impressions— all else inference and 
conjecture, more less probable. Matter becomes, 
have seen, the mere possibility and mind (or 
what call) only the associability these sensations 
with each other, together with certain inexplicable recog- 
nition recollection themselves having thus existed 
and associated the past, which phenomenon call memory. 
and nothing more,” the sum and substance all 
knowledge and certainty the being, called man. this 
pitiable residuum, this miserable phantom shade, 
philosophy reduced the showing Mr. Mill. 
The uncertainty which thus thrown over the realm 
psychology and cosmology made extend also all 
truth Mr. Mill’s peculiar doctrine the relativity 
knowledge view the matter which takes away all 
truth, and reduces human knowledge, 
have seen, simple and absolute nescience. This 
regard another and fundamental error the system. 
Not only our knowledge external world and the 
mind itself reduced mere inference from our sensations, 
but our knowledge anything comes the last analysis 
the thing seems thus and thus. The only 
thing certain that have such and such impressions. 
the correctness those impressions there guarantee. 
us, constituted are, part less than the whole, 
straight line the shortest distance between two points, and 
two and two make four. There certainty that these 
things are elsewhere and always—that they are 
the nature things other parts the universe; they 
may otherwise. There may those whose intelli- 
gence two and two are five; orders being whom selfish- 
ness, deception, and fraud are virtue, and benevolence, sin. 
Nothing true universally and necessarily, but only the 
mind its laws and habits association perceives it, 
believes thus and thus. Such, least, understand 
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the position Mr. Mill, plainly and, need 
hardly add, doctrine far-reaching and fatal its 
consequences all philosophy and all 
simple fact that two things have been invariably associated 
our experience sufficient, according Mr. Mill, 
account for their seeming inseparable. Thus,” 
use the language Dr. McCosh, two and two, having 
been associated our experience with four, give them 
relation the nature things; but two and two had been 
followed the appearance five, should have had 
like assurance two and two and five being equal. Truth, 
Mr. Mill’s philosophy, not even logical rational 
consistency between can nothing more than 
accordance our ideas with sensations, and laws the 
association sensations; which sensations come know 
not whence, and are associated resemblances existing 
know not how, more frequently contiguity, implying 
relation reason, connection the nature things, and 
possibly altogether fortuitous absolutely fatalistic.” 

see now the issues which the doctrine the 
relativity knowledge, held Mr. Mill, lands us, 
The geometrical demonstrations and Appolonius 
and Newton may hold good only within our experience and 
reasonable distance beyond.’ mathematics taught 
Cambridge may differ their fundamental principles 
from those taught the corresponding university the 
planet Jupiter, where two and two may make five, where 
two straight lines may enclose space, and where the three 
angles triangle may more than two right angles.” 

The whole body scientific truth which Mr. Mill has 
himself done much elaborate, becomes this light, 
the same critic justly remarks, simply possibilities 
sensations, coming groups and regular succession and 
with resemblances which can noticed. And this the 
sum what has been gained the highest science the 
nineteenth century contemplate it, not feel 
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the solid heart truth and the radiating light were 
both gone, and had left only series systematic 
vibrations unknown ether? Does this satisfy the 
convictions and the longings man? not the intelli- 
gence declare that has something deeper than this 

The application this doctrine morals sufficiently 
obvious; and agree with writer the London Quar- 
terly? pronouncing one which none indeed can 
more morally pernicious. ..... some other world two 
and two may make five, some other world what regard 
virtue may vice, and our wrong may come forth there 


Examination Mill, 374. 
Jan. 1866, cited also McCosh, 379. 
The essential features Mr. system are quite accurately portrayed 
the following humorously sarcastic lines from Blackwood for August 1866 
system some very shallow reckoned, 
Three facts, three fallacies, fill his cast: 
Sensation comes first, recollection second, 
And then expectation, the third and the last. 
feel something present 
That’s painful pleasant 
What happened before, sir, 
look for once more, sir, 
And that the whole soul the great Stuart Mill. 


glimpse things real never arrive, 
Nor any fixed truth try 
some different world two and two may make five, 
Though appearances here seem say they make four. 
Our mental formation 
Has small operation; 
The mind have one— passive and still 
are ruled our senses, 
Through all our three tenses, 
Past, present, and future, says great Stuart Mill. 


called right and wrong, sir, 
just old song, sir 
Ne’er tell duty, good actions, ill; 
Being useful not, sir, 
Determines the lot, sir 
Bentham found out, and thinks Stuart Mill.” 
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have noticed what regard the essential and 
fundamental errors the system Mr. Mill. The 
differences between his system and that Hamilton are 
many radical errors the former. 

ophy, that, even admitting its essential positions, fails 
account for some the most important mental phenomena, 

For example, asserting the strictly empirical origin all 
our notions both mind and matter, makes the mind, 
have seen, mere series feelings, tending 
associate according certain laws, with possi- 
bility the like. But whence this tendency one feeling 
state associate with another this 
associability the feelings? not this element 
—something imparted antecedently the series feelings 
which call the mind, and something wholly inconsistent 
with the empirical theory? This associability the feelings 
quietly assumed, postulated fact, which certainly 
fact unaccounted for, and not accounted 
for, seems us, Mr. Mill’s the mind. 
the language Masson, whose critique Mill, his 
work entitled Recent British Philosophy,” the most 
thorough and able discussion that system which has yet 


assumption implied the very terms the 
statement. assumed, the first place, that there are 
certain predetermined associabilities among the phenomena 
feeling from the first that they tend come together 
grow together according certain laws rules asso- 
ciability pre-imparted them. ..... Without these precise 
associabilities among the crude phenomena feeling, there 
would not the result seeks, that is, the generation 
these notions mind and matter, ego and non ego, 
which each mature mind has. But these associabilities 
are laws pre-imparted the phenomena, and regulating 
most strictly the process their cogitation, how can the 

Recent British Philosophy, pp. 312, 314. 
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Again, the fact memory wholly inexplicable this 
theory the mind, Mr. Mill himself frankly admits. This 
series feelings, this running thread consciousness, recog- 
nizes itself not only existing the present, but having 
existed the past. how can mere series feelings 
aware feelings which have preceded? The flash 
present consciousness how comes aware that which 
like manner flashed with consciousness some past move- 
ment? This continuity union that which with that 
which was does not involve something more the basis 
and ground-work the whole than the author’s theory 
the mind mere series sensations will furnish? the 
language Mr. Mill himself, who frankly admits the diffi- 
culty, and leaves unexplained: “If therefore speak 
the mind series feelings, are obliged complete 
the statement calling series feelings which aware 
itself past and future; and are reduced the 
alternative believing that the mind ego something 
different from any series feelings 
them, accepting the paradox that something which, 
hypothesi, but series feelings, can aware itself 
asa Mr. Mill, far from accepting the first part 
this alternative, that the mind really anything different 
retain his theory definition the mind even with the 
admission the paradox which involves. may well 
ask with Masson, what the advantage then propound- 
ing such definition 

There still another and very important mental phenom- 
enon which the philosophy Mr. Mill wholly explain, 
refer the feeling obligation which arises the mind 
view actions perceived right. accordance with 
his theory the empirical origin our ideas, and com- 
mon with the utilitarian school moralists, Mr. Mill, 
have already seen, derives our idea right and wrong from 
the perceived advantage prior course the 
benefit detriment which our experience find result 
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from such and such procedure. common with Bentham, 
the elder Mill, and moralists that school, makes the 
principle the ruling motive and spring 
human conduct. “The utilitarian doctrine, justly 
remarks, that happiness desirable, and the only thing 
desirable, end.” The existence the moral judgments 
and feelings distinctly admits fact human nature, 
phenomena concerning whose reality there can 
and proceeds account for these phenomena the prin- 
ciple the chemistry association, which plays important 
part the philosophy Mr. Mill. only color for 
representing our moral judgments the result peculiar 
fact our nature, that our feelings moral approbation 
and disapprobation are really peculiar feelings. But 
notorious that peculiar feclings, unlike any others have 
experience of, are created association every day.” 
instances this refers the love power, feelings 
ambition, envy, jealously, the love wealth, Now not 
insist the fact that some, least, these are 
native principles, and means the product any 
principle association chemistry thought the love 
power for instance —it sufficient remark that 
respect the mental phenomena now question, that 
our moral feclings, there this remarkable feature which 
does not pertain any other class feelings, whether native 
acquired sense obligation. not only perceive 
observation and experience that given course conduct 
will for the advantage and perfect happiness all cou- 
cerned, which case motives prudence and generai 
benevolence may lead adopt this line action, but 
over and above all such considerations feel instinctively 
that ought pursue such course, that the opposite 
blameworthy and must not pursued. Now whence this 
cisely here that the utilitarian and empirical theory Mr. 
Mill breaks down. precisely this essential character- 
istic feature our moral feelings which the philosophy 
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association wholly unable explain, namely, use the 
language Masson, the conversion the prodest into the 
oportet the evolution the participle dus out never 
much the past participle passive; the demonstration 
how why, were granted that moral actions are those 
done with view the greatest possible diminution pain 
and promotion pleasure throughout the sentient universe, 
there should have arisen connection with this class 
actions the notion moral obligation them, unless 
the principle some priori connate notion rightness 
that fitted itself that class actions.” 

The matter has been well stated Dr. McCosh: 
none its applications the theory seen fail utterly 
the attempt thus produce our moral perceptions. Pro- 
vided once have the ideas, the laws association might 
show how they could brought how the re- 
production certain parts might sink into shadow and neglect 
while others come forth into prominence and light; and how 
the whole feeling the confluence different ideas might 
wrought into glow intensity; but the difficulty 
generating the ideas, such ideas, ideas full meaning, 
not thereby surmounted. The idea have pain one 
thing, and the idea have deceit, that morally evil, 
condemnable, deserving pain, entirely different thing, 
our consciousness being witness. the supposition that 
chemical power association create such ideas 
those duty and merit, sin and demerit, this chemical 
power would native moral power; not the product 
sensations, but power above them, and adapted trans- 
mute them from the baser into the golden 

each the respects now mentioned, the philosophy 
sensation and association, even its positions are conceded, 
fails utterly and account for the mental phenomenon. 

defect, not indeed the system which advo- 
cates, but Mr. Mill himself philosophical writer, that 
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fails times grasp the real drift and meaning 
statement doctrine which opposing, and raises 
false issue. this occur repeatedly his 
examination Hamilton. Thus, for example, goes 
page after page with all manner supposition, doubt, and 
conjecture what can the possible meaning Sir 
William Hamilton, when affirms the relativity our 
knowledge; and, after involving the matter all possible 
confusion, concludes that cannot have meant anything 
worth the trouble that too, after having him- 
self quoted passage which Hamilton expressly, and with 
the utmost precision, tells just what does mean the 
expression. this says Hamilton, the term 
relative opposed the term absolute; and therefore, 
saying that know only the relative, virtually assert that 
know nothing absolute,—nothing existing absolutely, 
that is, and for itself, and without relation and our 
goes say, that were our senses and 
faculties perception indefinitely multiplied, still our whole 
knowledge would be, now, only the relative. exis- 
tence itself, should still know nothing. should 
still apprehend existence only certain special modes, only 
certain relations our faculties knowledge. 

Nothing can plainer than this—nothing truer. Yet 
Mr. Mill professes entirely lost the vain endeavor 
comprehend what possible sense Hamilton can use the 
term relativity For does not Hamilton also 
teach plainest terms, that there are certain qualities 
matter wit, extension, and the other primary and essential 
attributes, which know immediately, and they are 
themselves not merely their effects us. so, how 
such knowledge but Hamilton himself answers, 
that thing known its absolute existence, that is, out 
relation us. This impossible; for our knowledge 
only the relative. know thing itself, imme- 
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knowledge thing representation, mediately.” The 
words which have taken the liberty italicize the 
above passage, and that previously cited, show, clearly 
possible for language show anything, precisely what 
Hamilton means relativity the one 
the and requires little ingenuity twist the two 
into any real, even apparent inconsistency. 

Mr. Mill quotes these very passages, but the very next 
page tells with all assurance and complacency, that 
what perceive and cognize not merely cause our 
suggestive impressions, but thing possessing its own 
nature and essence long list properties, extension, 
all perceived essential attributes the thing objectively 
existing ..... then willing believe that affirming 
this knowledge entirely relative self, such thinker 
Sir William Hamilton had but have small 
difficulty discovering what can hardly con- 
ceive how mind ordinary sagacity and acumen could 
find any such difficulty but while not for question 
the fact, the face his own positive assertion, that 
really cannot tell what Sir William Hamilton means the 
above statements, becomes serious question whether 
mind peculiarly constituted precisely fitted sit 
judgment critic system like Hamilton’s, or, fact, 
any system metaphysical philosophy. 

like instance confusion thought occurs his critique 
Hamilton’s doctrine the Infinite and the Absolute, 
against Cousin; which persistently substitutes the 
place the abstract, Zhe Absolute,” and 
proceeds argue the case they were synonymous; 
whereas the whole matter turns this difference. 

This the more remarkable inasmuch himself first 
correctly states the real question issue, and then delibe- 
rately proceeds substitute and discuss its place 
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entirely different question. question is,” 
whether have direct intuition Infinite,” ang 
Mr. Cousin maintaining that have, Sir 
William Hamilton that have not; that the Infinite 
the Absolute are inconceivable us, and, consequence, 
unknowable.”! That precisely the question. And yet, 
reviewing the arguments Sir William Hamilton for the 
position which maintains, the very first remark Mr, 
Mill them lose their application simply 
substituting for the metaphysical abstraction the Absolute,” 
the more intelligible concrete expression something abso- 
Indeed they these unmeaning abstractions 
however, these muddles self-contradiction, which alone 
our author has proved against Cousin and others, 
unknowable. has shown without difficulty, that cannot 
know the Infinite the Absolute. has not shown that 
This latter, reply, was not what Cousin held Cousin’s 
doctrine not that may know concrete being infinite 
and absolute, but that may know The Infinite” and 
Mill himself had just before correctly 
stated. And Hamilton has shown this, then has shown 
precisely what undertook show. 

This misconception the matter issue, and confusion 
things that differ, runs through the entire chapter, and re- 
appears every step the argument. Thus regard 
the negative character our notions the Infinite and 
This quite true the senseless abstraction 
Infinite.” That indeed purely but place 
other words, change the very proposition which Hamilton 
refuting the argument collapses Verily 
so! This mistake one into which McCosh has also fallen, 
who cites with approval the views Mill, and, above, 
pronounces them safer, and some respects juster, 
than those doubt can conceive 
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something infinite, being infinite perfection (as 
McCosh and Mill assert) but that not conceive the 
There yet another respect which the erroneous 
tendency Mr. Mill’s philosophy manifest, which 
present can merely allude. refer its theological 
bearings. While professing leave the whole subject 
natural theology untouched, and open question, seems 
really undermine some its essential principles. 
The matter has been well stated Dr. McCosh: 
clear that many the old proofs cannot advanced 
those who accept his theory. The argument from catho- 
lic consent can have value such system. That 
derived from the moral faculty man, much insisted 
Kant and Chalmers, longer available, when 
allowed that the moral law has place our constitu- 
tion, and that our moral sentiments are generated inferior 
feelings and associated circumstances. But then tells 
the design would stand exactly where does.’ 
doubt much whether this the case. principles 
left Mr. Mill sufficient enable answer the objec- 
tions which have been urged against Hume. Kant 
usually reckoned having been successful showing that 
the argument from design involves the principle cause 
and effect. sce order and adaptation nature 
which are evidently effects, and look for Has 
Mr. Mill’s doctrine causation left this proof untouched 
Suppose that allow him that there nothing 
effect which itself implies cause; that even when 
know that there cause, light thereby thrown 
the nature that cause; that the causal relation simply 
that invariable antecedence within the limits our ex- 
perience; and that beyond our there may 
events without fear that the argument 
without 

Mr. Mill himself the opinion that belief over- 
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ruling Providence and personal God means 
tial religion the practical government human 
conduct. his latest work, critique 
philosophy Comte, holds the following 
“Though conscious being extremely small minority, 
venture think that religion may exist without belief 
God, and that religion without God may be, even 
Christians, instructive and profitable object contem- 
Mr. Mill, however, would not understood denying 
the existence the Divine Being, his providential and 
moral government. would leave all this open ques- 
tion philosophy, and censures Comte for unwisely and 
unnecessarily encumbering the positive philosophy with 
religious prejudice, avowing the opinion that mankind, 
when properly instructed, would cease refer the consti- 
Creator and supreme Governor the world. ..... 
one Comte’s mistakes that never allows open ques- 
tions,” says Mill. positive mode thought not 
necessarily denial the supernatural merely throws 
back that question the origin things. the universe 
had beginning, its beginning, the very conditions the 
case, was the laws nature cannot account 
for their origin. The positive philosopher free form his 
opinion this subject according the weight attaches 
the analogies which are called works design, and the 
general traditions the human race. The value these 
evidences indeed question for positive philosophy but 
not one which positive philosophers must necessarily 
agreed.” 
would interesting know which side this open 
question Mr. Mill himself stands— whether his opinion 
the universe had beginning and Beginner not. 
this gives light, but only informs that see 
fit believe God, can without necessarily 
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renouncing coming into conflict with philosophy; though 
for himself does not consider such belief all essential 
religion. 

his Treatise Liberty speaks high terms the 
doctrines and precepts Christ, but pronounces them in- 
complete system ethics for the world. thinks 
that many essential elements the highest morality are 
not provided for, nor intended provided for, the 
recorded deliverances the Founder Christianity, and 
which have been entirely thrown aside the system 
ethics erected the basis those deliverances the 
Christian church. And this being so, think great 
error persist attempting find the Christian doc- 
trine that complete rule for our guidance which its Author 
intended sanction and enforce, but only partially 
provide. believe that other ethics than any which can 
evolved exclusively from Christian sources must exist side 
side with Christian ethics produce the moral regenera- 
specifies the duty which owe the state one which 
the Christian ethics scarcely noticed acknowledged 
fear Mr. Mill has not studied the Christian ethics 
might, would hardly have ventured 
such assertion. 

Such, then, the philosophy Mr. Mill its religious 
bearings. While not denying the doctrine the divine 
existence and the great truths the Christian system, 
neither gives nor professes give any aid establishing 
these truths. The best can leave the whole matter 
the divine existence and the divine government the 
world open question while silently undermines and 
rejects some the strongest arguments which these posi- 
tions have hitherto been maintained. For itself, does not 
consider all essential the interests religion and the 
moral culture the race that these truths should main- 
tained believed. There may religion efficient for all 
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practical purposes without God. admitted, the Chris. 
tian system ethically incomplete and insufficient, requiring 
supplemented. 

have noticed the preceding pages some the 
defects Mr. Mill’s system, strikes us. sum 
the matter few words: gives philosophy without 
first principles, cosmology without material world, 
psychology without soul, and theology without God. 

But time notice turn the errors the system 
which Mr. Mill strenuously opposes. 


Defects Hamilton. 


There are, must conceded, certain errors and incon- 
sistencies, not much the system Hamilton, for they 
are not essential that, the individual thinker; which 
are regretted nevertheless defects, more less 
serious the philosophical speculations this remarkable 
man. Some these have been pointed out Mr. Mill, 
some them previously other writers. 

Hamilton’s theory This cannot but 
regard essentially defective. attributes this idea 
the mind’s inability conceive the absolute commencement 
anything, the absolute beginning existence, its abso- 
lute end. The belief that every event has cause, instead 
being special principle our nature, intuition the 
mind, arises according this view, not from power, but 
from impotence mind.” regard this theory, and 
the reasoning which sustained, wholly unsatis- 
factory and erroneous. not, fact, Hamilton 
supposes, conceive the Deity creation evolving existence 
out rather calling into being out 
nothing. True, cannot comprehend this, nor even repre- 
sent ourselves thought taking place, but our 
idea what does occur creation, what understand 
that term. deny that there any such impotence 
the mind that referred to; and deny that there were 
would adequately account for that principle the human 
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mind which leads everywhere and always demand 
cause for every event. 

resolve this principle, Hamilton does, into inability 
conceive absolute beginning most unfortunate solu- 
tion the problem, since according one the established 
maxims this philosophy, that may true which 
inconceivable, and there may be, after all, such thing 
absolute beginning existence, or, the Hamiltonian sense, 
events without acause. There certitude, then, first 
cause, only inability our part conceive events 
uncaused which inability, however, proof that such 
events not occur. 

Nor cafi regard the Hamiltonian theory the will 
more satisfactory than his account the principle 
causation. The two theories fact stand very closely con- 
nected. For the same reason above mentioned, namely, 
that cannot conceive actual commencement, 
also impossible, says Hamilton, conceive free volition, 
for that would volition without cause, absolute 
commencement. have however the testimony con- 
sciousness favor freedom, and accept the fact while 
admitting inconceivable. this view the matter 
wholly object. free volition not volition without 
cause, nor any way for any reason, thing: 
inconceivable. wholly false idea freedom con- 

ceive something inconsistent with the idea cause, 
inconsistent with the influence motives, inconsistent with. 
any influence, tendency, inclination whatever, for against 
given object. Nothing can more absurd more con- 
trary fact than such conception freedom. 
throughout Sir William Hamilton’s idea. Free-will is. 
inconceivable, maintains, first and chiefly, 
stated, for the reason that supposes volition without 
cause, that absolute beginning, which inconceivable, 
furthermore, for the additional reason that the will 
determined motives, and determination motives 
cannot our understanding escape from necessitation.” 
XXV. No. 99. 
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use reply with Reid and other advocates 
free-will, that motives are not the nature causes, that 
they influence, but not cause determine, the mind’s 
action. ‘If motives influence action,” replies Hamilton, 
they must co-operate producing certain effect upon the 
agent, and the determination act, and act certain 
manner, that effect.” They are therefore causes, and 
cause necessity. Against this idea what constitutes free- 
dom earnestly and stoutly protest wholly unfounded, 
and untrue the facts the case. The thing really in- 
conceivable not the doctrine free-will, but how such 
idea freedom that now described could ever come 
entertained mind clear and penetrating Sir 
William Hamilton’s. Such surely not the freedom 
which consciousness testifies, and which our moral account- 
ability demands. The volitions which our consciousness 
testifies, that they are free, are not-volitions uncaused and 
undetermined, but such the mind has itself put forth 
the full and free exercise its own powers, view 
motives and the manifold influences that surround and 
constitute the circumstances its action. Under these 
influences the mind acts, and acts does, but still with 
full power and consciousness power opposite choice. 
This all the freedom know anything consciousness, 
and such freedom perfectly conceivable, because matter-of- 
fact and constantly recurring history. 

But Hamilton will have that these influences which lead 
the mind act does are veritable causes, and not 
merely reasons the mind’s action, and causes, are 
the nature necessity. the that the 
sum influences (motives, dispositions, and tendencies) 
volition equal twelve, and the sum influences 
counter-volition equal eight, can conceive,” asks, 
“that the determination volition should not neces- 
sary?” That, reply, precisely what can and 
conceive. Actual, the volition may and will the 
supposed but not necessary. The certainty 
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event and the necessity event, are two different: 
‘things; distinction constantly overlooked Hamilton 
common with Mill and most writers the necessitarian 
school, well many the advocates of*free-will. The 
certainty action may result from the impossibility 
its not occurring, which case the act one necessity, 
may result from other causes, which case there 
necessity. the case supposed, where the influences which 
tend volition greatly preponderate, may quite cer- 
tain that and not will the actual choice the mind, 
but still with impossibility choosing the contrary 
distinctly recognized and felt possibility it; therefore 
necessity. 

have long felt that intelligent and valid defence 
the doctrine free-will utterly impossible any such 
ground, and any such notion what freedom is, that as- 
sumed Sir William Hamilton. was means diffi- 
cult for antagonist acute Mr. Mill, following his 
wake and adopting his premises,— understanding freedom, 
does, the entire absence any such thing cause 
influence, whether motive, disposition, character, any 
other source; and necessity all connection volition with 
any preceding cause, motive, influence whatever, with 
these ideas and concessions the nature freedom and 
necessity, nothing was easier, say, than for Mr. Mill 
show that there ground for the doctrine liberty 
stand upon, and that the arguments Hamilton defence 
free-will are inconclusive and untenable.! 

common with Edwards and most necessitarians, Mr. Mill understands 
necessity simple certainty event, the sure and invariable connection 
volition with its appropriate moral cause the shape motive influence 
necessity any other sense disclaims. volition,” says, 
moral effect which follows the corresponding moral causes. and 
invariably physical effects follow the physical causes. Whether must 
so, acknowledge myself entirely ignorant, the moral 
physical and condemn accordingly the word necessity applied either 
know that always does.” And again: necessity 
more than this abstract possibility being foreseen any mysterious 
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There are some other matters less importance 
which cannot but think the positions Hamilton 
neous. His theory the general conditions which 
mine the existence pleasure and pain; namely, that these 
emotions are the result, the one the spontaneous and 
unimpeded exertion conscious power, the other the 
overstrained repressed exertion such power, —is 
explanation the matter which, however applicable the 
pains and pleasures intellectual and physical activity, will 
means apply the much larger class painful and 
pleasurable feelings which are organic and passive. This 
Mill has acutely shown reference the sense taste, 
exercised objects sweet acrid bitter; all which 
equally answer the conditions the theory, but 
means produce equally pleasurable 

The theory unconscious mental modifications, while 
may very probably true, seems hardly established 
the arguments which Hamilton gives its favor. The 
instances which refers evidences such modifica- 
tion may quite readily explained the hypothesis 
Stewart, that the missing trains thought were once present 
consciousness, but have subsequently been forgotten. 

Again, whatever may thought Sir William Hamil- 
ton’s application the term denote the 
knowledge objects external self well what 
passes within the mind, certainly inconsistent main- 
tain, does, that consciousness comprehends every 
cognitive act, other words, whatever are not conscious 
of, that not know,” and still deny that act 
memory have consciousness the past. conscious- 
ness limited immediate knowledge, exclusive the 
past and the absent, then not true that comprehends 
every cognitive 

similar inconsistency, Mr. Mill not slow discover, 
occurs the definition logic the science the laws 
thought or, the science the necessary 
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forms thought,” while the same time, subsequently 
explained, the laws question prove not necessary laws 
all, but such may violated not necessary 
all thought, but only all valid correct 

Many these inconsistencies and discrepancies which Mr. 
Mill has enumerated are doubtless owing the fact that the 
different parts his system are not carefully adjusted 
each other. Masson has expressed it, philosophy 
imperfect junctions. One doctrine pursued one time 
does not always meet lead into another pursued 
another time, seem could meet lead into it.” 
Mr. Mill compares this characteristic the system what 
might happen the operation tunnelling Mt. Cenis, were 
the workmen simultaneously approaching from each end 
tunnel past each other the dark, instead meeting 
exactly the middle. One cause this incompleteness 
may have been, Mr. Mill himself suggests, the enormous 
amount time and mental vigor, which expended 
mere philosophical erudition, leaving, may said, only the 
remains his mind for the real business thinking.” 
part also, due the fact that his Lectures, hastily written 
the first instance, had not the benefit his own revision 
and publication, but were edited Professors Veitch and 
Mansel after his death. Meanwhile, during the twenty years 
which followed, his system was becoming more thoroughly 
matured and more carefully elaborated, his notes and 
dissertations appended his edition Reid were published, 
containing his ripest and maturest thoughts, not always coin- 
ciding however, form and phraseology, not always perhaps 
idea and doctrine, with his earlier views expressed 
the Lectures. Had lived revise his own works for 
publication, much this imperfect adjustment would doubt- 
less have been remedied. 

conclusion, while would means deny 
overlook the faults Sir William Hamilton philosopher, 
some which have now indicated, cannot regard them 
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essential to, nor all destructive of, his general system, 
the contrary, his main positions are right, and abundantly 
capable defence, notwithstanding the errors question; 
while, the other hand, the position his critics and 
antagonists are fundamentally erroneous. has been said 
him, with entire justice, one who, while admiring, takes 
the liberty differ freely, that notwithstanding incon- 
gruities some parts his system, has furnished more 
valuable contributions speculative philosophy than any 
other British writer this century. ..... More than any 
other Englishman, Scotchman, Irishman for the last two 
centuries, has wiped away the reproach from British 
philosophy, that narrow and insular. For years past ordi- 
nary authors have learned, and for years come will 
seem learned, drawing from his stores.” regards the 
influence his speculative system over British thought, 
sufficient point the fact that the chairs philosophy 
three, least, out four Scottish universities are filled 
his disciples, viz. Professor Fraser Edinburgh, Veitch 
Glasgow, and Baynes St. Andrews; while McCosh 
Queen’s College, Belfast, the main Hamiltonian, and 
Mansel Oxford, decidedly so; while among the great 
writers well scholars Great Britain not few names 
eminence are the list his the 
that Dr. John Cairnes Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
and Masson, not the least with whose words glowing 
tribute the master, close this sketch. 

Although Hamilton more the midst us, 
Hamiltonianism not defunct. But why should say 
All our British speculative thought, 
every corner where intellect still receptive and fresh, has 
been affected, least posthumously, the influence that 
massive man the bold look and the clear hazel eye, whose 
library lamp might have been seen nightly, few years ago, 
late stragglers one the streets Edinburgh, burning 
far into the night, when the rest the city was asleep.. Oh, 
our miserable judgments! Here was man probably unique 


1868.] MILL VERSUS HAMILTON. 535 


Britain; but Britain was not running after him, nor 
thinking him, but was occupied, she always is, and 
always will be, with her temporary concerns and her 
temporary notabilities. And now one has dig one’s 
way the best him through the small type columns 
perhaps the most amorphous book ever issued from the 
British press. But some have done this, who had induce- 
ment so, except their love ideas, wherever they were 
found. Mill and Bain, who are fundamentally opposed 
Hamilton’s Transcendentalism, and Spencer, who cer- 
tainly not Hamiltonian, all acknowledge their respect for 
Hamilton, and the obligations British thought his labour. 
But try him any standard. What writer was! 
What strength and nerve his style; what felicity new 
philosophical expressions! Throw that aside, and try him 
even respect the importance his effects the national 
thought. Whether from his learning, reason his 
independent thinkings, was not that hurled into the 
midst the very questions metaphysics, and the very 
forms those questions, that have become the academic 
thesis everywhere this British age, for real metaphysical 
discussion 
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ARTICLE IV. 
HISTORY; OR, WAS GIBBON INFIDEL? 


BY. REV. JAMES MACDONALD, D.D., PRINCETON, 


PART 


The Charge against Gibbon, stated Dean Milman 
and Bishop Watson. 

Tue author the and Fall the Roman 
has been accused resorting irony and sarcasm 
those parts his work where seems speak approv- 
ingly Christianity, especially the fifteenth and 
chapters. The charge, reduced distinct terms those 
who profess have made this history their study for the 
purpose furnishing corrective its statements (or the 


“The art Gibbon,” says Milman (in his edition the 
“Decline and Fall,” designed, professedly, correct 
notes such inaccuracies misstatements may have been 
detected, particularly with regard Christianity), or, 
least, the unfair impression produced his two memorable 
chapters, consists his confounding together one indis- 
tinguishable mass, the origin and apostolic propagation 
the new religion with its later progress. ..... The main 
question, the divine origin the religion, was dexterously 


speciously conceded Gibbon. His plan enabled 


him commence his account, most parts, below the 
apostolic and was only the strength the dark 
coloring with which brought out the failings and the 
follies the succeeding ages that shadow doubt and 
suspicion was thrown back the primitive period Chris- 

Among the various answers made Gibbon the first 
appearance his work, Bishop Watson’s the 
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only one Milman considers possessed sufficient merit 
render worthy notice. his preface, above quoted, 
describes “able,” but being “rather general 
argument than examination misstatements.” 
assigning,” says Bishop Watson, this astonishing event 
[the early success Christianity] five secondary causes, de- 
rived from the passions the human heart and the general 
mankind, you scem some have in- 
sinuated that Christianity, like other impostures, might have 
made its way the world, though its origin had been 
human the means which you suppose was spread. 
wish intention mine fasten the odium this 
insinuation upon 

Statements the objections this history might given 
from great varicty sources, but none 
informed more careful writers. The gravamen the 
whole appears that Gibbon explained the rapid exten- 
sion Christianity secondary causes, and that his express 


admission the divine origin this religion must taken 


insidious and ironical sense his true meaning being 
that unnecessary, view such causes, admit that 
this religion had any such origin. 


Irony, its Nature and Use. 


Irony consists seeming adopt false conclusions 
sophistical reasonings for the purpose making their ab- 
surdity appear. use language conveying meaning 
contrary its literal import. reductio ridiculum. 
When properly used effective weapon, and there 
even the Bible; when Elijah taunted the prophets 
Baal, and said: aloud; for isa god. 
venture sleepeth, and must Kings xviii. 27). 
occurs frequently the appeals orators 


as, for example, the Philippics Demosthenes 
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and the orations Cicero; the speeches Chatham and 
Burke, Henry and Webster; the sermons Saurin and 
South. Sometimes has been extensively used arguments 
the gravest questions. characterizes eminent 
degree the Provincial Letters Pascal. The late Archbishop 
Whately published pamphlet under the title 
Doubts relative the Existence Napoleon Bonaparte,” 
wholly ironical the object which was show that objec- 
tions similar those brought against the scripture history, 
and much more plausible, might urged against all the 
received accounts this distinguished personage modern 
history. Edmund Burke had like manner before him, 
his Natural Society, late Noble Lord,” 
assuming the person Bolingbroke, proved, according 
the principles that author, that the arguments brought 
against ‘ecclesiastical, would equally lie against civil, insti- 
titutions. 


Care, course, must taken make such use lan- 
guage, employ, oral discourse, such emphasis 
pronunciation, that the real meaning may not mistaken. 
gross literary blunder who uses irony that fairly 
understood sincerely defending the false proposition 
assumes, who much leaves doubtful whether 
employing not. If, for example, Elijah might have 
been fairly understood expressing his belief that Baal 
was truly God when said was god; Pascal his 
raillery the fathers the Sorbonne had been understood 
pronouncing their logomachies solid arguments; De- 
mosthenes had been understood affirming that the ambas- 
sadors and representatives Philip were superior the 
the king himself; Burke proclaiming himself disciple 
Bolingbroke, and Whately denying the existence 
such man Bonaparte, attempting inculcate uni- 
versal scepticism; the language used any these 
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cases had left doubtful what was intended, then clear 
that the writer, however great his name literature, has 
made illegitimate and unskilful use this mode 
writing. Its ironical character evident, the 
purpose its introduction defeated, and worse than 
defeated. 

Especially this true history. History professes 
deal with facts. properly regard the narrator 
some sense witness the stand. must speak truly. 
has right trifle, speak under such tropes 
hide his real meaning. purposely hides his real mean- 
ing, far facts are concerned, course becomes false 
statement and the extent this vice style characterizes 
legitimately employed historical any other 
writings but under the same necessary law must evi- 
dent that employed. whole pages and chapters, and 
entire class facts and characters history covering 
several centuries are presented ironically, and the irony 
left doubtful, that can neither decide where begins 
nor where ends, seems just ground condemna- 
tion the whole work. Gibbon wrote this style, Paley 
might well ask with reference the difficulty answering 
him, Who can refute sneer?” and Byron describe him 


Snapping solemn creed with solemn sneer, 
The lord irony, that master-spell.” 


The Historian speak for himself. 


The most satisfactory course pursued eliciting the 
truth this subject, first take the work itself, 
ascertain from it, far this possible, the author’s real 
sentiments regarding Christianity, knew nothing 
his personal history. permit what has himself put 
record, the matter whereof called question, 
testify for against him, according just interpretation, 
seems, indeed, the only fair mode proceeding. After 
this done, may then inquire whether there any evi- 
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dence from other writings sources, that stood 
hostile attitude towards Christianity. 

Not only the true position, the most important 
questions, mai who must allowed have been 
one the greatest ornaments historical literature 
concerned but respect this important question itself, 
the divinity the Christian religion, the truth history, 
far the authority and testimony his work extend, 
directly involved. 


Mr. Gibbon the Success Christianity. 


The fifteenth chapter opens with this striking 
candid and rational inquiry into the progress and estab- 
lishment Christianity may considered very essential 
part the history the Roman While that great 
body was invaded open violence, undermined slow 
decay, pure and humble religion gently insinuated itself 
into the minds men, grew silence and obscurity, 
derived new vigor from opposition, and finally erected the 
triumphant banner the cross the ruins the capitol. 
Nor was the influence Christianity confined the period 
the limits the Roman empire. After revolution 
thirteen fourteen centuries, that religion still professed 
the nations Europe, the most distinguished portion 
human kind arts and learning well arms. 
the industry and zeal the has been widely 
diffused the most distant shores Asia and Africa; and 
the means their colonies has been firmly established 
from Canada Chili, world unknown the ancients.” 

Mr. Milman professes see change the tone 
falling off the style Mr. Gibbon, where comes 
trace the progress Christianity. surely not 
detected these opening sentences. They form very 
remarkable introduction assault upon Christianity. 
The historian even out his way speak 
the thirteen centuries revolution which this 
and humble had survived, its spread 
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the most distant shores Asia and Africa, and its establish- 
ment this continent world unknown the ancients. 
this sarcasm (Milman charges him with malignant 
the mode being sarcastic Gibbon’s day was 
certainly very peculiar. 


The Gibbon felt his Undertaking. 


proceeds the introduction the fifteenth chapter 
But this inquiry, however useful entertaining, attended 
with two peculiar difficulties. The scanty and suspicious 
materials ecclesiastical history seldom enable dispel 
the dark cloud that hangs over the first age the church. 
The great law impartiality, too, often obliges reveal 
the imperfections the uninspired teachers and believers 
the gospel; and, careless observer, their faults may 
seem cast shade the faith which they 

The mention these two difficulties, the suspicious mate- 
rials ecclesiastical history, and the necessity referring 
the faults nominal Christians, prove that was fully 
aware the perilous ground over which his proposed task 
must take him. But would only the careless 
that shade would seem cast over the 
Christian faith. immediately adds language which 
sounds very strange coming from rejecter the 

“But the scandal the pious Christian and the fallacious 
triumph the infidel should cease soon they recollect 
not only whom, but likewise whom, the divine revelation 
was given. The theologian may indulge the pleasing task 
describing religion she descended from heaven arrayed 
her native purity. more melancholy duty imposed 
the historian. must discover the inevitable mixture 
error and corruption which she contracted long resi- 
dence upon earth among weak and degenerate race 

Mr. Gibbon, these extracts, either speaks the most 
reverential terms the Christian religion, and avows his 
faith it, speaking sneeringly, sarcastically, ironi- 
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cally. there satire irony what says the removal 
the scandal the Christian, and the fallacious triumph 
the infidel, view the imperfections the uninspired 
teachers and believers Christianity, the recollection 
its divine origin? the important distinction draws 
between the task the theologian and that the historian 
the former having set forth the doctrines religion 
revealed from heaven inspired, the latter describe the 
actions and errors uninspired, men? the contrary, 
never was the humbling doctrine human degeneracy and 
infirmity more powerfully cloquently stated. divine 

religion must judged irrespective the weakness its 
and exponents. 

Dean Milman has the candor acknowledge that the 
melancholy and humiliating view the early progress 
Christianity cannot charged wholly the historian. “It 
the early depravations Christianty, its gradual, but rapid 
departure from its primitive simplicity and purity, still more 
from its spirit universal admits that the 
passage just quoted, separated from the following disquisi- 
tion, might commence Christian history, written the 
Milman himself notices how the lofty claims 
Christianity, that came down from heaven, 
appear utterly belied the claims conflicting doctrines 

the belicf, all declared essential salvation, and 

the animosities and bloody quarrels which desolated Chris- 

tian cities. Anathema instead benediction had almost 
become the language the 

wars, least rare the pagan state society, seemed now 

new and perpetual source misery, cause and sign 

the weakness and decay, and the inevitable dissolution 

the Roman Did Milman, then, regret the sub- 


Preface Gibbon, 19. 
Milman’s Gibbon, Note, 
Milman’s Latin Christianity (New York), Vol 353. 
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stitution Christian for the pagan state society? 
did intend that the dark coloring the picture draws 
should back” shadow doubt and suspicion 
the primitive period Christianity 


Gibbon’s Plan this Portion his History, and his 
Reason for Confining himself Secondary Causes. 


Mr. Gibbon next proceeds announce very distinct 
and formal plan, according which proposes discuss 
the great subject the progress and establishment Chris- 
tianity. And introduces with another most striking 
and distinct concession its truth and divine origin 

curiosity naturally prompted inquire what 
means the Christian faith obtained remarkable victory 
over the established religions the earth. this inquiry 
obvious but satisfactory answer may returned that 
was owing the convincing evidence the doctrine 
itself, and the ruling its great Author.” 

Without any qualification the least appearance 
prevarication, admits that this answer both obvious 
and completely satisfactory but make the particular 
work which was engaged his special only answer 
would invade the domain the theologian. Milman 
accuses him confounding the origin and apostolic propa- 
gation the new religion with its later progress. this 
just, when marks, does here, clearly, the 
tion between them, and has good reason, Milman 
himself intimates, for confining himself the human causes 
that operated its later progress, wit, that his account 
had its commencement below apostolic Gibbon 
would not forget that his work was that the historian. 
Hence 

“But truth and reason seldom find favorable 
reception the world, and the wisdom Providence 
frequently condescends use the passions the human 
heart and the general circumstances mankind instru- 
ments execute its purpose, may still permitted, 
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though with becoming submission, ask, not indeed what 
were the first [again carcfully guarding against the impres- 
sion that ignored the great First Cause], but what were 
the secondary causes the rapid growth the Christian 
church.” 

The chief ground the suspicion which had been awak- 
ened against Gibbon, stated Bishop Watson, was, that 
explained the rapid spread Christianity these merely 
secondary causes, intended insinuate that Chris- 
tianity, like other impostures, might have made its way 
the world though its origin had been human the 
means. But Gibbon claimed, and difficult sce why 
not justly, that confine his attention these secondary 
was his peculiar province historian. That 
there were such causes, and that such are still operation, 
under the direction Divine Providence, for the promotion 
religion, cannot denied. They are recognized and 
often specified the firmest advocates our holy religion. 
There not history nor treatise bearing this subject 
which they are not made more less prominent. Even 
Milman himself, historian, recognizes them, and uses 
language open similar more serious objection than that 
Abolition Paganism the Roman Empire,” 
speaks the effect mistaken opinion belief which 
Gibbon also incidentally refers connection with one his 
five causes: There can doubt both that many the 
early Christians almost hourly expected the final dissolution 
the world, and that this opinion awed many timid believers 
into the profession Christianity, and kept them trem- 
bling subjection its authority. The ambiguous predictions 
Christ himself, which the the Jewish 
polity and the ruin the city and Temple were shadowed 
forth under images more remote and universal import; 
the language the apostles, liable misinterpretation 
that they were obliged publicly correct the erroneous 
conclusions their hearers, seemed countenance 
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opinion disparaging the real glory Christianity, 
which was only attain its object after slow contest 
many centuries, perhaps ages, with the evil human 
setting forth the “design” his history, 
expressly says that “it his opinion that every 
period much more attributed [in accounting for 
“each phasis the circumstances the 
age, the collective operation certain principles which 
grew out the events the time, than the intentional 
influence any individual class men. ..... 
[Christianity] will darken with the darkness and brighten 
with the light succeeding century. ungenial 
time will recede far from its genuine and essential 
nature scarcely retain any sign its divine original.” 
These passages are the more important, 
have prepared his historical works with the design 
counteracting that portion Gibbon’s which relates 
Christianity, the best mode answering him. This is. 
inferred from the language uses Article Guizot’s 
edition Gibbon the London Quarterly Review for 
January 1834. That the Article pen evident, 
considerable extent the same words those found this 
Article. says: Nothing less wanting [i.e. 
neutralize the general impression Gibbon’s work] than 
Christian account the whole period, written in. 
attractive style and vein true philosophy, fairly 
tracing and constantly estimating the real effects the 
Christian religion the mind, the and destinies 
different plan from any yet published this country, or, 
indeed, with complete success elsewhere. must very 
unlike the dry polemic manner Mosheim, and more 
animated, but uncritical and work Milner. 
must obtain its triumph, not writing down those parts 
history which Gibbon has lavished the power and 
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splendor his style, but writing Christianity its 
proper place the annals human civilization. For here 
therefore justly inferred that Milman, both his History 
History Latin although Gibbon’s name 
scarcely appears either, sought realize these works 
what regarded the only successful mode answering 
Gibbon. But there will occasion compare still further 
the opinions the manner which these two historians 
state important points. 

return: true that Mr. Gibbon confines himself 
historian exclusively secondary causes. But, 
admits that the rapid spread Christian doctrine was owing 
the convincing evidence that was that doctrine itself, 
and the ruling providence its divine Author, and 
the same time assigns good reason for confining himself 
these causes—to wit, that they alone belonged his 
sphere historian, ought not have the benefit 
his own avowals, until clearly proved that they were 
not intended be.taken their literal sense? 
observed that nowhere intimates that these secondary 
causes are sufficient (but the contrary) account for the 
progress and the same time unmis- 
takably asserts that these causes were used overruled 
Divine Providence execute the purpose promoting the 
reception this pure and humble religion. 


The Secondary Causes Enumerated Him. 


These are follows: “1. The inflexible and, may 
use the expression, the intolerant zeal the 
derived, true, from the Jewish religion, but purified 
from the narrow and unsocial spirit which, instead inviting, 
had deterred the Gentiles from embracing the law Moses. 
The doctrine future life, improved every addi- 
tional circumstance which could give weight and efficacy 


London Quarterly, 100, Art. Vol. 295. 


IRONY HISTORY. 547 


that important doctrine. The miraculous powers 
ascribed the primitive church. The pure and austere 
morals the Christians. The union and discipline the 
Christian republic, which gradually formed independent 
and increasing state the heart the Roman empire.” 
The examination these seriatim constitutes the subject- 
matter the fifteenth chapter. 

The author, will observed, does not profess enume- 
rate all the secondary causes, but contents himself with 
naming those which thought, would appear, had been 
most influential. Not one them, stated him, has the 
least disparaging aspect towards the Christian cause; but all 
are strict harmony with its lofty and sacred nature. 
mentioned the Life Sir James Macintosh, that was 
persuaded look through the famous fifteenth and sixteenth 
chapters could not lay them down,” says, 
“without finishing them. The causes assigned the fifteenth 
chapter, for the diffusion Christianity, must, doubt, 
have contributed materially but doubt whether 
saw them all. Perhaps those which enumerates are among 
the most obvious. They might all safely adopted 
Christian writer, with some change the language and 


Secondary Causes the Triumph Christianity stated 
Merivale. 


The Rev. Charles Merivale, B.D., author History 
the Romans under the Rector Lawford, and 
Chaplain the Speaker the House Commons, will 
not suspected hostility Christianity any one, who 
has read his History, the Boyle Lectures for 1864. is, 
his titles indicate, honored minister the church 
England and yet, the Conversion the Roman 
Christianity recognizes the operation secondary 
human causes. And several those names are identical 
with the ones assigned Gibbon. 


Milman’s Gibbon, 244, note. 
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The subject his Boyle Lectures was, The Conversion 
the Roman Empire. the Lectures, confines himself 
mainly one branch the Christian evidences, which, 
as-he believes, the most refined and intelligent the heathen 
were actually converted namely, sense spiritual 
destitution, the consciousness sin, the acknowledged need 
Sanctifier and Redeemer.” with this may 
adds, the results which flowed from the 
recognized want system positive belief.” But the 
Introduction these Lectures published, names other 
causes operating this great transformation, which had 
time notice within the limits eight lectures, delivered 
from pulpit mixed and fluctuating congregation. 
says that refrained from dwelling that branch the 
subject known the external evidence the truth 
Christianity, not only because was ill-suited the pulpit, 
but because the age was uncritical, and little competent 
weigh such external testimony with the accuracy which 
now demanded. There was great proneness accept the 
claim miracles; but the same time, and consequence 
this very little weight was attached 
argument divine power. Great stress was laid the 
fulfilment prophecy, but this respect also the age was 
liable grossly imposed upon; and must allowed 
that the preaching Christianity owes some portion, however 
trifling, its success the false pretension the so-called 
Sibylline Oracles, which form part its genuine creden- 
tials.’ Nothing can found Gibbon wearing more 
suspicious aspect than this. And yet, one can call 
question the Christianity the writer, prove the falsity 
what says. 

The third the four causes which assigns, identical 
with Gibbon’s fourth; wit, the pure lives, “the practical 
effect Christian teaching upon those who embraced it.” 
thinks this was testimony which worked powerfully 
upon large numbers among the heathen, among persons per- 
haps less critical acumen, but eminently susceptible 
impressions from the contemplation goodness.” 
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The fourth and last the secondary causes named 
Merivale similar nature the fifth and last mentioned 
testimony the divine authority the gospel convincing, 
that from the temporal sucvess with which Christianity 
was eventually crowned.” conversion,” continues, 
the more intelligent among the heathen, which encour- 
aged the coup the first Christian emperor, had been, 
conceive, actually effected before the proved inefficacy 
the heathen religions had caused them abandoned. 
the herd time-servers. The empire political machine 
was now transferred the rule Christ,” “To the 
Romans, long they retained spark ancient senti- 
ment, the emperor, his capacity chief pontiff, title 
with which Constantine and Valentinian dared not dispense, 
seemed still the appointed minister the national religion, 
still the intercessor for divine favor, the channel cove- 
nanted mercies the state, whatever form ministration 
might employ, whatever name might address him- 

Similar statements and views Gibbon are precisely those 
which fall under the censure Bishop Watson’s criticism. 


10. The Manner which Mr. Gibbon unfolds the 
Operation his several Causes. 


The first these the inflexible and intolerant zeal 
the Christians towards false purified from the nar- 
row and unsocial spirit which had distinguished the Jews. 
uses the word here, evident from what 
follows, odious sense, but as. opposed that facility 
with which the most different and even hostile nations em- 
braced, least respected, each other’s superstitions.” 
There was nothing this facility being 
revelation from heaven, and pronouncing every other religion 
false, and idolatry insult Jehovah, could not 
recognize any other religion any claim whatever. 


Merivale’s Conversion the Roman Empire, see Preface. 
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After noticing those features Judaism which fitted 
for particular country, well for single nation, Mr. 
Gibbon proceeds 

these circumstances, Christianity offered itself 
the world, armed with the strength the Mosaic law, and 
delivered from the weight its fetters. exclusive zeal 
[equivalent his former expression, intolerant zeal] for the 
truth religion and the unity God was carefully 
inculcated the new the ancient and what- 
ever was now revealed mankind concerning the nature 
and designs the Supreme Being was fitted increase 
their reverence for that mysterious doctrine. The divine 
authority Moses and the prophets was admitted, and even 
established the firmest basis Christianity. From the 
beginning the world uninterrupted series predictions 
had announced and prepared the long-expected coming 
the Messiah, who, compliance with the gross apprehensions 
the Jews, had been more frequently represented under 
the character king and conqueror, than under that 
prophet, martyr, and the Son God. his expiatory 
sacrifice the imperfect sacrifices the temple were once 
consummated and abolished. The ceremonial law, which 
consisted only types and figures, was succeeded pure 
and spiritual worship, equally adapted all climes well 
every condition mankind; and the initiation 
blood was substituted more harmless initiation water. 
The promise divine favor, instead being partially con- 
fined the posterity Abraham, was universally proposed 
the freeman and the slave, the and the barba- 
rian, the Jew and the Gentile. privilege that 
could raise the proselyte from earth heaven, that could 
exalt his devotions, secure his happiness, even gratify that 
secret pride which under the semblance devotion, insinu- 
ates itself into the human heart, was still reserved for the 
members the Christian church; but the same time all 
mankind was permitted, and even solicited, accept the 
glorious distinction, which was not only proffered favor, 
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but imposed obligation. became the most sacred 
duty new convert diffuse among his friends and rela- 
tions the inestimable blessing which had received, and 
warn them against refusal that would severely punished 
criminal disobedience the will benevolent but all- 
powerful Deity.” 

any misrepresentation inuendo discoverable this 
Does Gibbon’s pen here betray its bias against our faith 
Could any acknowledged Christian writer present fairer 
more eloquent summary it, state more clearly and 
accurately the relation between the two testaments 
economies; speak more reverentially conceive more 
correctly the true central position the expiatory 
which Christians rest their everlasting 

Could place the picture Paganism which proceeds 
sketch side side with this, might perhaps able 
more fairly judge whether his sympathies were with 
rather than with the religion the Bible. describes 
system human fraud and 

“The Christian, who, with pious horror, avoided the 
abomination the circus the theatre, found himself en- 
compassed with infernal and the most interesting 
occasions [such bridals and funerals] was compelled 
desert the persons who were the dearest him rather than 
contract the guilt inherent those impious 
“The arts music and painting, eloquence and poetry, 
flowed from the same impure origin.” 

Gibbon represents the primitive Christians, whatever dif- 
ferences might exist between them— whether Orthodox, 
Ebionites, all equally animated with the 
same abhorrence idolatry. the Ebionite and 
heresies speaks only man could whose sympathies 
were with the truth. Thus says: 

the orthodox church preserved just medium 
between excessive veneration and improper contempt for the 
law Moses, the various heretics deviated into equal but 
extremes error and extravagance. From the 
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acknowledged truth the Jewish religion, the Ebionites 
had concluded that could never abolished. From its 
supposed imperfections, the hastily inferred that 
never was instituted the wisdom the Deity. There 
are some objections against the authority Moses and the 
prophets, which too readily present themselves the 
tical mind, though they can only derived from our igno- 
rance remote antiquity, and from our incapacity form 
adequate judgment the Divine economy. These 
objections were eagerly embraced and petulantly 
the vain science the 

This inexplicable language for man use who was 
biased either against the doctrines the Bible commonly 
received among Christians the orthodox view them. 

And here may remarked that Mr. Gibbon his 
history gives proof the most thorough acquaintance with 
the patristical polemic theology. not excelled this 
respect any professed theologian any historian the 
church. his discussion the doctrine the Logos, for 
example, and the influence Platonism the early church, 
the Arian and Athanasian controversy, even the 
tion made the terms Homoousion and Homoiousion, 
exhibits most thorough knowledge the subjects all 
their bearings, theological well historical. Nothing 
more wonderful than the attainments had made, and that 
evidently original investigations this department 
learning. His work, although Dean Milman the entire 
eight volumes his History Latin Christianity makes 
scarcely allusion it, and not one disparaging 
nature, indispensable the student ecclesiastical 
history. 

the second place, Mr. Gibbon considers the doctrine 
future life, supported and sanctioned Christian- 
ity, among the powerful secondary causes which gave 
wide and rapid extension. After referring the uncertainty 
the ancient philosophers with regard the immortality 
the soul, says, with discrimination and appreciation 
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the whole subject rarely equalled except those who 
have followed closely his steps: 

theretore, the most sublime efforts philosophy 
can extend further than feebly point out the desire, 
the hope, most the probability future state, there 
nothing except divine revelation that can ascertain the 
existence and describe the condition the invisible country 
which destined receive the souls men-after their sepa- 
ration from the was necessary that the doctrine 
life and immortality, which had been dictated nature, 
approved reason, and received superstition, should 
obtain the sanction divine truth from the authority and 
example Christ. When the promise eternal happiness 
was proposed mankind condition adopting the faith 
and observing the precepts the gospel, wonder 
that advantageous offer should have been accepted 
great numbers every religion, every rank, and every 
province the empire. The ancient Christians were ani- 
mated contempt for their present existence and 
just confidence immortality which the doubtful and 
imperfect faith modern ages cannot give any adequate 

then proceeds maintain that the erroneous opinion 
respecting the Millennium which prevailed the primitive 
church helped the prevalence Christianity. revo- 
not press too closely the mysterious language prophecy 
and revelation but long for wise purposes this error 
was permitted subsist the church, was productive 
the most salutary other words, held that 
Providence could and did overrule the errors and mistakes 
men for the wider diffusion true religion. 

Bishop Watson, this part the subject, contents him- 
self with denying that there was anything the doctrine 
future life promulged the calculated induce 
the heathen receive the gospel; and, regard the 
Millennium, his whole argument directed prove that 
XXV. No. 99. 
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the apostles did not expect that Christ would come their 
time, which nowhere asserted Gibbon. was writing 
what occurred subsequent the times the apostles, and 
distinctly states what well known have been the fact, 
that this expectation arose from pressing too closely, from 
too literal interpretation the language prophecy. 

treating the third the causes named, the 
lous powers ascribed the primitive church,” not 
forgotten that means, the primitive church, the church 
the post-apostolic period. Gibbon did not believe that 
the gift miracles was continued the church after the 
times the apostles. this followed the Rev. Conyers 
Middleton, D.D., author the Life Cicero, and distin- 
guished minister the church England. maintains, 
nevertheless, that the false claim miraculous powers had its 
efiect gaining adherents the Christian cause. Whether 
was right wrong this opinion, his holding and 
advocating does not itself prove that intended thereby 
cast slur the Christian faith. 

duty historian,” says, does not call upon 
him interpose his private judgment this nice and impor- 
tant controversy [in respect the genuineness the post- 
apostolic miracles, controversy which, just previously, 
connexion with the publication Dr. Middleton’s views, had 
waxed warm and angry]; but ought not dissemble the 
difficulty adopting such theory may reconcile the 
interest religion with that reason, making proper 
application that theory, and defining with precision the 
limits that happy period, exempt from error and from 
deceit, which ought disposed extend the gift 
supernatural powers. From the first the Fathers the 
last the Popes, succession bishops, saints, martyrs, 
and miracles continued without and the 
progress the superstition was gradual and almost imper- 
ceptible, that know not what particular link should 
break the chain tradition. ..... And yet, since every friend 
revelation persuaded the reality, and every reasonable 
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man convinced the cessation miraculous powers, 
evident that there must have been some period when they 
were withdrawn from the Christian church. ..... The recent 
genuine miracles should have instructed the 
Christian world the ways Providence, and habituated 
their eye (if may use very inadequate expression) the 
the Divine Artist. Should the most skilful painter 
modern Italy presume decorate his feeble imitations with 
the name Raphael Correggio, the insolent fraud 
would soon discovered, and indignantly Surely 
Christian writer might say, Mr. Gibbon does, that the 
Most High could carry his cause spite the impositions 
those who laid claim miraculous powers, and could even 
overrule these impositions for its advancement. Mr. Gibbon 
adhering his stately historical style, distinction from 
the theological, says: The unresisting softness temper, 
conspicuous the second and third centuries [Mr. Merivale, 
passage already quoted, says, the age was uncritical, 
and little competent weigh external rendered 
the miracles the primitive church some accidental value 
the cause truth and religion.” real imaginary 
prodigies, which the primitive Christians frequently 
conceived themselves the objects, the instruments, 
the spectators, very happily disposed them adopt with the 
same ease, but with far greater justice, the authentic wonders 
the evangelic history; and thus, miracles that exceeded 
not the measure their own experience, inspired them 
with the most lively assurance mysteries which were 
acknowledged surpass the limits their understanding.” 
all this, and all that says this topic, there 
not the least sign discoverable sympathy with his contem- 
porary Hume, the principle, that amount testimony 
sufficient prove miracle, being contrary human 
experience. the contrast which runs between the true 
and the false, does not merely concede, but claims, that 
there must have been true miracles. Bishop Watson, 
what termed his contents himself with attempt- 
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ing rebut the prejudices against all miracles, many 
his age, which class, says, expressly addressing himself 
Mr. Gibbon, far from including you.” 

The pure morals the Christians, the fourth the 
human causes which Mr. Gibbon comments seconding 
the influence revelation. extols their but 
does not leave out the picture the shades imparted 
their censures and proscription many the innocent 
pleasures and amusements life. Alluding the reproach 
suggested the ignorance the malice infidelity,” that 
many the converts Christianty were once atrocious 
criminals, says: 

But this reproach, when cleared from misrepresen- 
tation, contributes much the honor, did the 
increase the church. The friends 
continues, acknowledge without blush, that many 
the most eminent saints had been, before their baptism, 
the most abandoned sinners.” 

the same time, represents the early Fathers, 
accordance with what cannot denied, carrying the 
height which scarcely possible attain, and much less 
preserve, our present state weakness and corruption.” 
Mr. Milman pronounces insidious and sarcastic descrip- 
tion, and regards the paragraphs which contained, 
the most uncandid his History. 

The union and discipline the Christian republic, 
church, the last the series causes which Mr. 
Gibbon remarks. says the first organized churches 
the Roman empire, that “independence and equality 
formed the basis their internal constitution. ..... The 
public functions religion were solely intrusted the 
established ministers the church, the bishops and the 
presbyters; two appellations which, their first origin, 
appear have distinguished the same office and the same 
order persons.” then points out the circumstances 
under which the title Bishop began raise itself above 
the humble appellation 


| 

{ 

. 

i 


TRONY HISTORY. 557 


Bishop Watson admits that the account gives the 
origin and progress episcopal jurisdiction, the pre-emi- 
nence the metropolitan is, general, accurate 
and true”; and not surprised the severity with which 
speaks the most benign religion that can conceived 
of, being made, through the ambition and avarice men, 
the instrument oppression. 

Mr. Gibbon next proceeds take general and combined 
view the influence his five and referring the 
loss power over the common mind the prevailing super- 
stitious systems, uses this language very remarkable for 
unbeliever 

Some deities more recent and fashionable cast might 
soon have occupied the deserted temples Jupiter and 
Apollo, if, the decisive moment, the wisdom Providence 
had not interposed genuine revelation, fitted inspire the 
most rational esteem and conviction, while the same time 
was adorned with all that could attract the curiosity, the 
wonder, and the veneration the people.” concluding 
the chapter, after having spoken the comparatively small 
number who enlisted themselves under the banner the 
cross (not more than twentieth the subjects the whole 
empire), before the conversion Constantine, says: 
“But how shall excuse the supine inattention the 
Pagan and philosophic world those evidences which were 
represented the hand Omnipotence, not their reason 
but their senses? During the age Christ, his apos- 
tles, and their first disciples, the doctrine which they 
preached was confirmed innumerable prodigies. The 
lame walked, the blind saw, the sick were healed, the dead 
were raised, demons were expelled, and the laws nature 
were frequently suspended for the benefit the church. 
But the sages Greece and Rome turned aside from the 
awful spectacle, and pursuing the ordinary occupations 
life and study, appeared unconscious any alterations 
the moral and physical goverument the world. Under the 
reign Tiberias, the whole least celebrated 
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province the Roman empire, was involved preternat- 
ural darkness three hours. Even this miraculous event 
which ought have excited the wonder, the curiosity, and 
the devotion mankind, passed without notice age 
science and 

the author the Decline and was deist. Then 
there nothing more atrocious and unpardonable all 
literature. falls little short impiety and blasphemy 
hold ridicule and contempt the narrative the cruci- 
fixion the world’s Redeemer. And where does this vice 
the historian begin, and where does end, work 
which has much with the history the church, its 
ministers and doctrines? And what avail, then, are the 
eulogiums passed upon his laborious research, his general 
accuracy, his unrivalled felicity expression, and the won- 
derful combination all the great qualifications writer 
history found him? They cannot and ought not 
save him his work from the contempt his fellow-men 
for the charge brought against him established only 
proving another; wit, unpardonable perversion and 
utter disregard the dignity noble species litera- 
ture which devoted his life, devoting many 
his pages (his readers finding difficult decide when and 

where) satire and irony the most serious all subjects. 

Comparing the effect what good Bishop Watson says 
“the silence profane historians concerning 
natural darkness” with the impression the language 
Gibbon fitted produce wnsuspicious mind, 
seems far less favorable the wonder and devotion which 
such miracle ought awaken. devotes himself 
proving that the darkness may have been neither excessive 
nor extensive, and might have been occasioned the 
darkening the sun through the intervention clouds, 
and that extended only for few miles about Jerusalem. 

like manner Milman explains away much the super- 


natural which accompanied the crucifixion. super- 
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natural gloom,” his language, appears resemble that 
terrific darkness which precedes The 
same convulsion [the earthquake] would displace the stones 
which covered the ancient tombs, and lay open many the 
innumerable rock-hewn sepulchres which perforated the hills 
every side the city, and expose the dead public 
view. the awe-struck and depressed minds the fol- 
lowers Jesus, doubt, were confined those visionary 
appearances the spirits their deceased brethren which 
are obscurely intimated the rapid narratives the evan- 
gelists.” which adds, foot-note: who 
assert supernatural eclipse the sun rest the most 
dubious and suspicious tradition; “while those who look 
with jealousy natural causes, however timed fact 
less extraordinary than events altogether contrary 


the course nature, forget despise the difficulty 


accounting for the apparently slight sensation produced 
the minds the Jews, and the total silence all other 
history.”2 All this work written, would seem, 
for the express purpose answering meeting the radical 
defect the Decline and 

Even Guizot seems regard the darkness the cruci- 
fixion phenomenon which did not extend beyond Jeru- 
salem, and more than obscurity the atmosphere 
occasioned clouds some other natural cause; and 
refers for authority the Notes Michaelis and the Com- 
mentary Paulus the New 

Better the Pagan world represented, the 
pages Gibbon, turning aside from the awful spectacle and 
busying itself the ordinary occupations life, unconscious 
what another mournful proof the blinding 
influence the ungodliness and unrighteousness men, 
who hold the truth (Rom. sq.). 


History Christianity from the Birth Christ the Abolition Pagan- 
ism, etc. (London, 1840), Vol. 363. 

365. 

See his note near the end the Fifteenth Chapter the Decline and Fall. 
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illustrating the manner which Gibbon regarded the 
supernatural, would apposite this connection, were 
there space, introduce his account what styles 
event, not disputed the and 
supported such should satisfy believing, 
and must astonish incredulous mind,” earth- 
quake and fiery eruption which defeated the apostate Julian’s 
attempt disprove the prophecies Christ, erecting 
stately temple for the Jews the commanding eminence 
converted the success his undertaking into specious 
argument against the faith prophecy and the truth reve- 
speaks the evidence supporting divine 
interposition defeat this impious undertaking way 
which implies that could not called question 
fair and reasonable mind, and course convinced his own. 


11. The Causes, the Extent, Duration, etc. the Persecutions 
which the first Christians were exposed. 


the author commences his account the persecutions 
with those under Nero, and omits all mention those 
recorded the Acts the Apostles, has been contended 
that this omission tends throw discredit the authen- 
ticity that book holy scripture for, authentic, was 
necessary for him consult and quote it. Two reasons may 
given for his neglect refer the persecutions recorded 
the Acts, without any intention his part, 
doubt, cast the least suspicion its authenticity. His 
subject confined him the persecutions inflicted the 
Pagans those recorded the Acts were Jewish persecutions 
and does not give account even the martyrdom 
the apostle Paul. avowedly left the defence 
Christianity, divine revelation, where rested 
inspiration for its evidence, the theologian. 

Again: has been objected this chapter, that 
disgraceful extenuation the cruelties perpetrated the 
Roman magistrates against the and that 
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exhibits “most contemptibly factious spirit prejudice 
against the For proof these charges, the 
manner which relates the death Cyprian referred 
to; and said dwell, with visible art, the small 
circumstances decorum and politeness which attended his 
murder.” Turning that account (it written 
best style), nothing found disparaging but the 
Proconsul represented pronouncing with some reluctance 
the sentence death; and his presbyters and deacons are 
described permitted accompany him the place exe- 
cution, and assist him laying aside his upper garment 
and the Christians are represented permitted transport 
his remains night, triumphant funeral procession, 
with splendid illumination, their burial-place. His 
account the martyrdom Cyprian professes mere 
abstract the authentic history that event contained 
original life Cyprian the deacon Pontius, the companion 
his exile and the spectator his death, whose candor and 
impartiality praises. presents this account 
veying the clearest information the spirit, and the forms 
the Roman persecutions.” appears, therefore, that 
there any appearance extenuation the Roman perse- 
cutions this case, chargeable the deacon Pontius, 
whose account epitomized. 

Again, has been thought that Gibbon betrays his scepti- 
cism his disposition underrate the number martyrs. 
this point agreed with the learned Dodwell, who 
expressed the opinion which has been confirmed the 
latest investigations ecclesiastical history. Dr. Philip. 
Schaff, citing the high authority the learned and 
Niebuhr, says, that the Dioclesian persecution was mere 
shadow compared with the persecution the Protestants. 
the Netherlands, the Duke Alva, the service 
Spanish bigotry and despotism.” And Dr. Arnold, speak- 
“Tt likely enough, too, that Gibbon has truly accused the 


general statements exaggeration. But divide the sum 
Vou. XXV. No. 99. 
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total reported martyrs twenty, fifty you please; 
after all you have number persons all ages and 
suffering cruel torments and death for conscience’ sake and 
for Christ’s sake, and their sufferings, manifestly with 
God’s blessing, ensuring the triumph Christ’s gospel.” 
Mosheim says that doubt many the names those 
found the immense army the martyrs might with great 
propriety struck out the list, and adds remark 
which almost literally followed Gibbon, that the 
Roman magistrates did not direct their severity promiscu- 
ously against the great body Christians large, but 
selected objects capital punishment such them 
filled the office bishop and presbyter. Were 
that the number martyrs was considerably less than 
commonly supposed, must command the ready assent 
every one whose judgment has not been mislead popular 
traditions and idle 

Gibbon regretted the subversion the old Pagan 
systems,” which one the charges brought against him, 
should naturally expect discover the evidence 
his account the emperor Julian. the contrary, dis- 
tinctly says that the creed which Julian adopted 
strange contradiction, disdained the salutary yoke the 
gospel, while made voluntary offering his reason 
the altars Jupiter and Apollo. ..... But the faith which 
not founded revelation must remain destitute any 
firm assurance, the disciple Plato imprudently relapsed 
into the habits vulgar charges him 
with puerility and fanaticism, with duplicity, hypocrisy, and 
Contrast with this account the sketch which 


Even bigots,” says Rev. Dr. Robertson, the historian, think must 
that you have delineated his most singular character with more masterly 
hand than ever touched before.” the same letter (dated May 11, 1781), 
expresses the hope that his new volumes will escape the illiberal abuse his 
first volume drew upon him; and pays him this high compliment: was 
always idea that historian should feel himself witness giving evidence 
upon oath. glad perceive your minute scrupulosity that your notions 
are the same. 
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draws “the great Athanasius” styles him, 
whose history and character seems dwell, with 
loving fondness for nearly one hundred pages his work. 
immortal name Athanasius will never separated 
from the catholic doctrine the Trinity whose defence 
consecrated every moment and every faculty his being. ..... 
Seated the archiepiscopal throne Egypt, filled that 
eminent station above forty-six years, and his long adminis- 
tration was spent perpetual combat against the powers 
Arianism.” “displayed superiority character and 
abilities which would have qualified him, far better than the 
degenerate sons Constantine, for the government great 
monarchy.” other character that comes into notice 
his history does Mr. Gibbon pay higher tribute than 
the strict and rigid Athanasius. 


PART II. 
12. Autobiography and Miscellaneous Writings. 


remains inquire whether from other writings his 
opinions put record, there any evidence that 
Mr. Gibbon rejected Christianity. His Miscellaneous Works, 
published after his death, his friend Lord Sheffield, are 
contained two large quarto volumes more than fourteen 
hundred pages. this large mass writings, consisting 
Memoirs his Life and Writings, several entire works 
fragments great variety literary themes, copious notes 
his life-long readings and studies, and large number 
letters and from both friends and strangers there 
anything convict him hatred Christianity 

His autobiography one the most remarkable records 
literary life ever penned. The late Rev. Alexan- 
der says, his Familiar Letters: Read Gibbon’s autobiog- 
raphy again rouses like bugle.” Scarcely with any 
other celebrated author another generation and country, 
have the means becoming well acquainted. “Few 
men believe,” says Lord Sheffield, his Preface, have 
fully unveiled their own characters minute narrative 
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their sentiments and pursuits, Mr. Gibbon will found 
have not with study and labor, not with affected 
frankness, but with genuine confession his little foibles 
and peculiarities, and good-humored and natural display 
his own conduct and opinions.” 


His Childhood; Mrs. Porten; becomes Roman 
Catholic. 


feeble coustitution, was doated upon, and his 
childhood cared for, affectionate aunt (Mrs. Porten), 
who inspired him with invincible love reading; “at 
whose name (he says late life) feel tear gratitude 
trickle down cheek.” his sixteenth year his health 
improved, and was sent the University Oxford, 
where seems have been left very much himself, 
study neglect study, best pleased him. complains 
particularly that ecclesiastical school should have failed 
inculcate the orthodox principles religion,” and that 
was left the dim light his (my) catechism grope 
his (my) way the chapel and the communion table, where 
(1) was admitted without question, how far, what 
means (I) might qualified receive the sacrament.” 
Neglected his instructors, gave way the taste which 
had been fostered him, and read incessantly. His passion 
then was for Arabic learning, which never deserted him, and 
which was able turn account his subsequent 
historical investigations. 

His active mind also busied itself with religious questions. 
The controversy, occasioned Dr. Middleton’s Treatise 
the Genuineness Post-apostolic Miracles was then rife. 
read what was written and, perhaps, naturally 
enough, considering the ground which the church 
then strenuously favor the genuineness 
these miracles, became Roman Catholic. read Bos- 
exposition the doctrine his church, and History 
the Variations Protestantism, and the writings Par- 
sons, Jesuit the time queen and was 
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strengthened his conviction. went London, and, 
the feet Romish priest, abjured the Protestant faith, and 
wrote long letter his father, announcing the change with 
all the ardor new convert. 


tantism, and receives the Sacrament. 


His connection with Oxford was, course, to: 
end, and, with his father’s displeasure, was sent 
Lusanne, make his home the family minister the 
school and church Calvin, Mr. Pavilliard. This elergy- 
man’s house was gloomy unfrequented street this 
unhandsome Swiss town. his native country the expa- 
triated youth had been accustomed all the elegances and 
luxuries life. was now without servant, and could 
neither speak nor understand word French. devoted 
himself earnestly study. Mr. Pavilliard was excellent 
scholar, and directed his studies with judgment and zeal. 
French length became more familiar him than his 
native English, and was used the instrument conduct- 
ing his mental processes. attacked Latin, and eventually 
Greek, with ardor seldom equalled, and became exact 
and critical scholar these languages. From all that 
read and studied filled common-place books with 
fusion notes and references. 

Under the instruction and guidance his elerical 
was soon led renounce the Roman Catholic faith, and 
joined the communion the Swiss church. Mr. Pavilliard 
wrote his father and aunt, God has length blessed 
cares, and heard our prayers. have had the satisfaction 
bringing back Mr. Gibbon the bosom our Reformed 
church. have made use with him neither rigor nor 
Christmas-day, 1754, the sacrament 
the historian, his Memoirs himself, that suspended 
religious inquiries; acquiescing with implicit belief the 
tenets and mysteries which are adopted the general con- 
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sent Catholics and These Memoirs profess 
have been written, the fifty-second year his age, after 
the completion his history. have, therefore, formal, 
distinct avowal what his faith was, and had been from 
early age the period named. surely ought 
have the benefit his own statement, and solemn declara- 
tion this subject, are respect him all, believe 
him any other. Or, necessary regard him here 
speaking double, ironical sense 

The following from letter which young Gibbon wrote 
his father the occasion his return the Protestant 
faith illustrates, the same time that shows what was 
the state his religious opinions, what extent had 
lost the correct use his mother-tongue, and had adopted 
foreign idiom. comparison with the stately and 
magnificent sentences, which subsequently flowed from the 
same pen the Decline and Fall, affords signal proof 
how little can made out the probabilities internal 
evidence against clear external testimony: now 
good Protestant, and extremely glad have all 
letters taken notice the different movements 
mind, entirely Catholic when came Lusanne, wavering 
long time between the two systems, and last fixed for the 
Protestant. had still another difficulty: brought with 
all the ideas the church England, could scarcely 
resolve commune with Presbyterians, all the people 
this country are. last got over it, for considering 
that whatever difference there may between their churches 
and ours the government and discipline, they still regard 
brethren, and profess the same faith us. Determined, 
then, this design, declared the ministers the town, 


having examined me, permitted receive with 


them, which did etc. 
15. The Books valued, and his Study the Scriptures 
Greek. 


always speaks Mr. Pavilliard terms the highest 
respect and gratitude. names book which next his 
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tutor, contributed most effectually his education, Crou- 
saz’s whose philosophy, says, was formed the 
school Locke, and his divinity that Limborch and 
ministers the church Holland. also gives 
the names three books which says contributed form 
the historian the Roman empire: the Provincial Letters 
Paschal, Gianone’s Civil History Naples, and the 
Life Julian the Abbé the perusal 
which seems have led his first essay “the truth 
the miracle which stopped the re-building the temple 
Jerusalem.” 

appears have been regular attendant public 
worship, both Switzerland and England, and makes record 
his journal reading every Sunday the scripture lessons 
the day the Greek, very remarkable practice one 
who had respect for revelation. commenced 
early 1759, and continued even when marching about 
the country, did for more than two years, captain 
the national militia the Hampshire regiment, whenever 
attended church. his journal, under date July 18, 
1762, records: nothing but church. The 
lessons were the twelfth chapter Samuel and the fifth 
chapter St. John’s Gospel, both which read 

His regiment was then camp the fashionable resort 
Southampton.” Again, under date August Ist, same 
year: read the lessons church Greck, namely, the 
thirteenth chapter the first book Kings, and the twenty- 
first chapter St. John’s Gospel. How very free version 
the Septuagint for imagine ours very literal one.” 
October 31st, 1752: went church, heard pretty good 
sermon from Mr. L., and read the second lesson, the fourth 
chapter St. Luke, Greek.” 

should imagined that adopted this practice solely 
for the purpose perfecting preserving his knowledge 
Greek, should not overlooked that continued 
when had become absorbed the study Homer and 


16. His published Essay and Devotion Literature. 


his nineteenth year returned his native land, 
three years afterwards published his first work, Essay 
the Study Literature, written French, which gained him 
some reputation. The design this essay was prove 
that all the faculties the mind may exercised and dis- 
played the study ancient literature, opposition 
D’Alembert and others the French Encyclopedists, who 
for that new philosophy that soon produced such 
miserable from which evident that 
eould not this period his life have been disciple 
this “new philosophy.” next effort was attack 
Warburton’s famous Divine Legation 
burton was then the dictator and tyrant the world 
letters; and although Gibbon exposed the weakness the 
particular theory assaulted, the critics scarcely deigned 
notice his performance. projected other works which 
were successively abandoned. travelled France and 
Italy, and Rome, October 15th, 1764, the subject 
his great work was suggested tohim. was long time 
engaged preparation, and making tentative efforts. 
made many experiments before could satisfy himself with 
his style. times did compose the first chapter, and 
twice the second and third, before was tolerably satisfied 
with their effect. the remainder the way, advanced 
with more equal and easy pace; but the fifteenth and 
sixteenth chapters have been reduced, three successive 
revisals, from large volume their present These 
chapters formed the conclusion the first volume. The 
subject them evidently deeply interested his mind, and 
they were composed with the greatest study and care, that 
when says them that the inquiry what means the 
Christian faith obtained remarkable victory, the obvious 
but satisfactory answer may returned, that was owing 
the convincing evidence the doctrine itself, and the 


Chalmers’s Biographical Dictionary, Article, Gibbon. 
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ruling providence its great Author,” are bound be- 
lieve that was careless expression, and that throughout 
these chapters weighed every word. 


17. Eminent Religious Contemporaries who not appear 
have detected Hostility Christianity Gibbon. 


The Rev. Dr. George Campbell, translator the Gospels, 
author the Philosophy Rhetoric, who answered Hume 
triumphantly miracles, and the Rev. Dr. Robertson 
the historian, praised the work its first appearance, 
masterly performance, both respect matter and man- 
ner. letter Mr. Strahan, the appearance 
the first volume the Decline and Fall, too important 
omitted. dated Aberdeen, June 25th, 1776: 

expectations,” says, were indeed high when 
began it; but assure you the received 
greatly exceeded them. What made fall with 
greater avidity was, that had part pretty close con- 
nection with subject had occasion treat sometimes 
theological lectures; wit, the Rise and Progress 
the Hierarchy, and you that was not the 
pleased discover historian much learning and 
penetration, great coincidence with own sentiments, 
relation some obscure points the Christian 
This theological professor and astute defender the 
Christian faith, the foregoing expression high 
tion, obviously refers particularly the fifteenth chapter. 
And can supposed that would have voluntecred such 
expression had detected anything the tone and 
manner Mr. Gibbon wearing the aspect hostility 
Christianity 

Dr. Robertson was friend and frequent correspondent 
Mr. Gibbon. After reading his Vindication writes 
him that had not observed any expression which 
should wish altered. belonged, said, the 
moderate party, so-called, the church Scotland; but 
regards the doctrines his church, expressed its 
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Standards,” was man unquestioned orthodoxy. 
was Principal the University Edinburgh, and Minister 
one the parish churches. Robertson and Campbell are 
the greatest names the Scottish church numbers among its 
clergy, with the exception perhaps Reid and Chalmers. 


18. Mr. Gibbon’s Rejoinders the Attacks him his 
Memoirs and Vindication.” 


had flattered says his Memoirs, that 
age light and liberty would receive, without scandal, 
inquiry into the human causes the progress and estab- 
lishment But there one expression 
his Memoirs, touching these suspected chapters, which, taken 
itself, wears, must admitted, somewhat suspicious 
aspect. found the following: Had believed that 
the majority English readers were fondly attached even 
the name and shadow Christianity had foreseen that 
the pious, the timid, and the prudent would feel, affect 
feel, with such exquisite sensibility, might perhaps have 
softened the two invidious chapters.” But what, clearly, 
must his meaning this? must course refer 
their attachment that which was more than name 
and shadow,” and real part Christianity. could 
not, with any sincerity, doubt that the majority English 
readers were attached the name itsclf Christianity, 
however far many them may have been from being real 
Christians. Nothing, emphatically declares, was more 
remote from his intentions and expectations, than disturb 
the feelings the pious. seems have been wholly 
taken surprise; frankly owns that was startled.” 
Having, these same Memoirs, declared his 
the doctrines the Bible, commonly received among 
Christians, must understand him, where speaks 
name and shadow such manner 
that shall not stultify and confound himself. evi- 
dently means more than that was wholly taken 
surprise, that his discussion the human secondary 
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causes the progress Christianity, his rejection some 
things which the Christian world, Protestant well Roman 
Catholic, had united receiving, such the post-apostolic 
miracles, and the immense number the primitive martyrs, 
should have given such offence. 

His fear, says, was soon converted into indignation,” 
and resolved observe silence, trusting himself 
writings the candor the public, until Mr. Davis 
Baliol College, Oxford, presumed attack, not the faith, 
but the fidelity the historian.” This led the publica- 
tion his Vindication,” mainly confined the charge 
want historical fidelity, brought Davis and Chelsum 
and Travis. Dr. Johnson reported have said that 
Davis had made the errors Gibbon charged back upon him, 
must have been blockhead. And equally unsparing 
criticism was passed the learned Porson the attack 
Archdeacon Travis. may well asked, Gibbon was 
formidable antagonist the Christian cause, why its de- 
fence was left men feeble that their connection with 
this controversy all that preserves their names from utter 
Why did not Hurd Horne Porteus 
Horseley the lists against him? Gibbon speaks with 
great respect Bishop Watson and his mode thinking 
bearing and philosophic cast.” very 
justly,” says Gibbon, and politely declares that consider- 
able part, near seventy pages his small volume, are not 
directed me, but set men whom places 
odious and contemptible The part referred 
headed, Appeal Infidels.” fairly owns,” continues 
Gibbon, that have expressly allowed the full and irre- 
sistible weight the first great cause the success 
Christianity; and too candid deny that the five 
secondary causes which had attempted explain operated 
with some degree active energy toward the accomplish- 
ment that great event. The only question which remains 
between relates the degree the weight and effect 
those secondary causes and persuaded that our 
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philosophy not the dogmatic kind, should soon 
acknowledge that this precise degree cannot ascertained 
reasoning, nor perhaps expressed words.” 
Watson, letter Gibbon, which from its date, January 
14th, 1779, appears have been called forth the 
look upon antagonist, but friend.” 

Dr. Priestly, who charged him with attempting 
discredit Christianity fact, while words represented 
opinions which have never maintained, 
ples which have never denied, you may safely exult 
silence, and your own And then retorts him 
these caustic words: The public will decide whom the 
invidious name unbeliever justly belongs the historian, 
who, without interposing his own sentiments, has delivered 
simple narrative authentic facts, the disputant, who 
proudly rejects all natural proofs the immortality the 
soul, overthrows (by circumscribing) the inspiration the 
evangelists and apostles, and condemns the every 
Christian nation, fable less innocent, but not less absurd 

Mahomet’s journey the third 


19. Opinions Bayle, Voltaire, and the French 
Revolution. 


evidently held Bayle high esteem philosopher, 
but seems have regarded Voltaire more than fine 
and superficial and his Treatise Toleration had 
higher opinion than Bishop Watson himself. his 
journal, under date March 14th, 1764, speaks having 
read this treatise, and pronounces trifling collection 
common-place remarks, and represents himself diverted 
with his false and contradictory conclusions concerning 
ancient history. This history says filled 
with prodigies. They cannot true; therefore ancient his- 
tory consists merely fable and conjecture” etc. Voltaire 
meant include the account its miracles 
prodigies, with other ancient history. 
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Mr. Gibbon seems have had sympathy whatever with 
the infidels the French Revolution. The execution the 
monarch filled him with grief and indignation. The preva- 
lence revolutionary doctrines the Continent length 
led him desert his beloved Lusanne. beg leave,” 
said, subscribe Mr. Burke’s creed the Revolution 
France.” reference his decided opinions this sub- 
ject and his strong feelings, Lord Sheffield says: strongly 
was his opinion fixed the danger hasty innovations, 
that became warm and zealous advocate for every sort 
old establishment, which marked various ways, some- 
times rather ludicrously and recollect, circle where 
French affairs were the topic, and some Portuguese present, 
he, seemingly with seriousness, argued favor the 
inquisition and said would not the present 
moment give even that old This, doubt- 
less, serves explain the sense sentence one his 
letters Lord Sheffield, which descants with great 
warmth what styles the disease”; sentence 
which taken itself, wears suspicious aspect. 
After speaking terms high admiration Burke’s book, 
says: primitive church, which have treated with 
some freedom, was itself that time innovation, and 
was attached the old Pagan establishment.” The mode 
mark his dislike the new doctrines, which were threaten- 
ing society with disaster, arguing with seeming serious- 
ness favor the inquisition, easy see how, the 
warmth his zeal, was led into like exaggeration 
reference the old Paganism. His meaning was that 
would resist any change established institutions, rather 
than accept the doctrines and innovations these French 
reformers. 


20. Result this Inquiry. 


The result then this inquiry, respecting the unbelief 
which has been charged upon Mr. Gibbon, is, that no- 
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where find, his voluminous writings, any instance clear, 
outspoken unbelief, rejection the Christian religion. 
appears that had difficulties the subject the 
authenticity the Book Daniel, which laid letter, 
which has never been published, before Dr. Richard Hurd, 
who had just then published work prophecy. But the 
fact that these difficulties were confined single book 
the Old Testament, and that submitted them able 
scholar and defender the faith Dr. Hurd, surely 
evidence that rejected divine revelation. the con- 
trary, find him expressing implicit belief the doctrines 
commonly received among Christians. further appears 
that the charge infidelity the part some his con- 
temporaries, arose from what they were pleased regard 
innuendo; other words, they charged that said one thing 
while meant another. they were right then prosti- 
tuted history; set naught the dignity science 
which devoted years studious investigation, and his 
conduct richly deserves the severe language Priestley: 
conduct which not call highly unworthy 
and mean; insult the common sense the Christian 
and justified him calling upon Gibbon “defend 
not his (your) principles only, but his (your) honor. 
what can reflect greater dishonor man than say one 
thing and mean another?” greatly lessens, does not 
destroy, the value his work one history, and ought 
consign higher place than that splendid speci- 
men the cabinet literary curiosities. 


21. Can the Opinion concerning Unbelief 
accounted 


was not infidel seems indeed truly marvellous 
that the opposite opinion has been generally adopted 
the religious world. Many writers the highest repute 
seem have regarded beyond all question. Were 
not for the danger extending these pages beyond their pre- 
scribed limits, would instructive notice the manner 
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which they state and attempt refute the alleged position 
the historian, could hardly fail lead the con- 
viction that they would have been wiser imitate those 
eminent defenders Christian truth, Campbell, Horseley, 
and Horne, who sounded note alarm. 

But may not this unfavorable opinion accounted for 
good measure least from the following considerations 

was led advance views several religious ques- 
tions great interest the time wrote, which had led 
heated controversy, contrary those which had been 
long and almost universally which the Reformed 
churches had adopted from Romish historians. His vast 
learning placed him far advance the generality 
scholars the Protestant world. history had 
not been studied and explored has since been. 

One these subjects was the genuineness the miracles 
subsequent the apostolic age. The general opinion the 
religious world may learned from the theologicum 
which was visited upon Dr. Conyers Middleton, the pub- 
lication his work, Free Inquiry into the Miraculous 
Powers,” etc. Dr. Middleton was man extensive learn- 
ing. The doctrine his book was, that miraculous powers 
ceased with the apostles, and that following their age can 
find interval about fifty years where there men- 
tion made the existence of, claims to, any such powers, 
during which some the purest and best Fathers wrote. 
Dr. Middleton’s book, the doctrine which now received 
with general approbation throughout the Protestant world, 
threw the whole English church into ferment, seemed 
involve such men Chrysostom, Augustine, and other 
venerated writers the church, previous the Reformation 
delusion. was charged against him that his object was 
impeach the credit the miracles our Lord and his 
apostles. His work was condemned the authorities his 
church, and the University Oxford conferred degrees 
his opponents. Gibbon, under-graduate the University, 
read Middleten’s book, and the numerous answers called 
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forth and was led the controversy and the Roman Cath- 
olic authors consulted, renounce the Protestant faith. 
From the severe manner which Mosheim, who defended 
the genuineness the miracles the second and third 
centuries, condemned Middleton, learn that the opinions 
the continental divines corresponded those the 
English. 

Gibbon, upon his return Protestantism, became disci- 
ple Middleton this question, and his history advanced 
the same views. “The church England, which had prided 
herself her liberality and learning, found that she was 
ranked point credulity with Papists and Pagans them- 
selves. was very exasperating. She rose against and 
attacked the historian; and hence Gibbon has received 
character for misrepresentation which does not 
His rejection the miracles subsequent the times the 
apostles was interpreted virtual rejection all miracles, 
and course caused him regarded infidel; and 
all that might say touching Christianity looked upon 
with doubt and suspicion. Consistently with this, what Gib- 
bon says the miracles and doctrine the gospel, and the 
ruling providence, the affairs men, its Author, 
understood ironical sense, compliment couched 
latent sarcasm. 

Another the subjects which the opinions Gibbon 
awakened prejudice and suspicion against him, was the num- 
ber martyrs, and what says respecting the intemperate 
zeal with which many sought the crown martyrdom. 
this followed the learned Dodwell. Gibbon and Dodwell 
may have underrated their number, but not more, according 
Mosheim, than they were overrated their opponents. 
Ecclesiastical writers this subject too, have now come very 
generally agree with them. would not surprising, 
when take into account the peculiar facts his early per- 
sonal history, Gibbon took some pleasure penning such 
sentences the following: 


Withington, Theol. Rev. (1835), Vol. ii. 45. 
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church Rome defended violence the empire 
which she had acquired fraud; system peace and 
benevolence [meaning the true Christian system, the gos- 
pel] was soon disgraced proscriptions, war, massacres, 
and the institution the holy office [the inquisition]. And 
the Reformers were animated the love civil well 
religious freedom, the Catholic princes connected their 
own interest with that the clergy, and enforced fire 
and sword the terrors spiritual censures. ..... are 
obliged submit our belief the authority Grotius, 
must allowed that the number Protestants who were 
executed single province and single reign far exceeded 
that the primitive martyrs, and the space three cen- 
turies and the Roman empire.” 

The bitter spirit animosity against Christianity, 
which prevailed Europe the time Gibbon wrote, which 
found expression the French Encyclopedists, and the 
writings such men Bolingbroke and Hume, made 
easy arouse suspicion, and prepared the Christian world 
believe that there were arts, however mean and dis- 
honorable, which the enemies the gospel would scruple 
resort. more easy arouse than allay suspicion. 
And controversy which the accusation infidelity 
lies against one side, there can doubt which side 
Christians will readily arrange themselves. evident 
that the majority have never examined the question 
regard Gibbon for themselves, but have been content 
take their opinion second-hand. Something very different 
from what appears even have been good Bishop Watson’s 
final judgment the case has been propagated 
more necessary than ask: Was Gibbon 
awaken surprise equal, perhaps, that which would 

Taking one the latest publications which Gibbon 
noticed, find almost many errors misstatements 
concerning him, there are sentences. (1) was even 

XXV. No. 99. 
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more Frenchman than Hume.” The meaning must 
that was more infected with French philosophy, and 
pleased with French manners and society. Gibbon appears 
have visited Paris only twice; and, both occasions, 
tarried but short time. Necker and his excellent lady, 
the daughter Protestant clergymen, were his chief 
friends. (2) Sundering his relation Oxford his seven- 
teenth year, embarked upon course living and think- 
ing which, whatever advantage might afford his purse, 
was not likely aid his faith.” His connection with Oxford 
was dissolved account his renunciation the Protes- 
tant faith; and was sent Switzerland, under the 
displeasure his father, the most stinted pecuniary 
allowance. (3) sudden caprice became Roman 
Catholic, and afterwards unceremoniously 
adopted The good Mr. Pavilliard, the contrary, 
relates with what patience and pains gradually led him 
back the truth. (4) due time found himself Paris 
publishing book the French This book, the 
Essay the Study Literature, written French, was 
published London, when was yet entire stranger 
the French there fell with the fashionable 
infidelity, and far yielded the flattery Helvetius, and 
all the frequenters Holbach’s house, that jested 
Christianity and assailed its divine When Mr. 
Gibbon was his first visit Paris, was visitor the 
house the Baron d’Olbach, and received polite attention 
from Helvetius; but there not the least evidence, his 


letters, that Christianity was jested at, even 
the subject discussion. (6) While residing Lu- 
Switzerland, cultivated the florid French style 
and applied his Decline and Fall the 


Roman Empire.” far lost the correct use his 
native tongue during his early residence that 
was only long and difficult process was able 
form the style adopted his history after his return 
England. (7) That work has been severely censured; but, 
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despite its defects, one the permanent masterpieces 
English literature.” The first (8) the 
fifteenth and sixteenth chapters the author gives his opinion 
chapters contain the history the 
progress and early persecutions Christianity, and not 
their object express the author’s opinion Christianity, 
excepting appears the statement the causes its 
wonderful victory. (9) attributes the progress the 
Christian religion the zeal the Jews, the doctrine 
the immortality the soul stated philosophers, the 
miraculous powers claimed the primitive church, the 
virtues the first and the activity the 
Christians the government the church.” will 
observed comparison with Mr. Gibbon’s language 
previous page, that the writer states but two these causes, 
with any degree correctness. reference the second, 
for example, the doctrine immortality, Mr. Gibbon argues 
philosophy could only feebly point out the desire, the 
hope, the most the probability, future state, that 
divine revelation was necessary. 

The volume from which the above citations are made was 
published New York 1865, has passed through several 
editions, and been re-published London. its statements 
the history opinion other cases more 


Take another example like kind. Thomas Shaw, B.A., 


Professor English Literature the Imperial Alexander 
Lyceum St. Petersburg, his excellent work, Outlines 
English Literature,” proves, his notice Gibbon, 
more than one instance, that had formed his judgment, 
rather from the opinions others, than from original 
examination his writings. Thus represents Gibbon 
returning England, shortly before the close life, 
induced the death Lord Sheffield, console and 
counsel the widow. course could never have read 
Gibbon’s Memoirs himself, nor his posthumous Miscella- 
neous Writings, published under the editorial supervision 


this same Lord Sheffield. the several American 
editions Professor Shaw’s work, which have been exam- 
ined, this error repeated. And will probably found 
that the majority cases, the unfavorable judgment re- 
specting Gibbon has been taken second hand, even 
third and fourth and this manner has been perpetuated, 
‘in literary history. 

may asked, Gibbon was not infidel, why 
did not, many words, deny the charge, and full 
dication himself, employ his fine powers defence 
far denying the charge concerned, 
might said that did this his letters Dr. Watson, 
the only one his assailants for whom seems have 
had any respect; but especially the notice took the 
bishop’s Apology his Vindication, where says 
that the only question between them related, not the first 
cause, nor the existence secondary causes, but merely 
the degree influence attributed those secondary 
causes the propagation Christianity. 

After had recovered from the first startling effect the 
objections made his history, confesses feeling 
but resolved, informs us, where 
his principles were concerned, leave them speak for 
themselves. defend himself against the charge infidel- 
ity, the form made, would have been acknowledge him- 
self guilty most disreputable literary blunder, having 
work which required vindicated against 
such charge. have had example, recently, the 
indignant scorn with which distinguished American writer 
history repelled the charge, that despised 
democracy,” “so pitiful fabrication, that blushed 
blush) while denounced denounce) it.” refers 
his writings for proof his being “fervent believer 
American democracy,” and says, dwell longer 
the contemptible charge.”! Mr. Gibbon appears 
have preferred that his contemporaries and posterity should 


The Motley-Seward Correspondence, Nov. 21, 1866 and Dec. 11, 1867. 
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judge him respect the matter whereof was called 
question what had put record, rather than any 
reply could make the false accusations misinterpre- 
tations, and special pleadings his antagonists. 


22. Morals Gibbon. 


The severest critics and reviewers Mr. Gibbon have 
never attempted cast any reproach his character 
amiable and upright man, nor question the stainless purity 
his morals. They admit that was and 
even piously attentive relatives who could contribute little 
his entertainment, and nothing his that 
was constant unequal friendship, and grateful 
fallen greatness that delighted the conversation 
chaste and accomplished women, and his correspondence 
with friends his own sex was never tinctured with pru- 
devout Christian; may have been what some would 
denominate man the was devoted lit- 
erature and philosophy, and was ambitious fame. But 
that rejected Christianity remains proved. 
sometimes gave utterance expressions, which, taken 
themselves viewed apart from other expressions, might 
interpreted wear hostile aspect towards revealed religion. 
For example, when speaks Mr. Joseph Milner, one 
his critics, pronouncing anathema against all rational 
religion,” and denouncing natural Christians,” might 
ready say Mr. Gibbon was rationalist, which but 
another name for infidel. But read discover 
his meaning: The natural Christians, such Mr. Locke, 
who believe and interpret the ‘scriptures, are, his [Mr. 
Milner’s] judgment, better than profane infidels.” The 
writings Mr. Locke had had great his educa- 
tion, and seems here clearly wish classed with 
those Christians who according the religious 


See Quarterly Review, Vol. xii. 387. 
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sophical writings Mr. Locke, and interpret the 

Can man who after fifty years age writes memoirs 
himself, which puts record that from early period 
his life, had acquiesced the tenets the Christian 
faith, and whose voluminous writings cannot found 
counter-statement, nor anything clearly irreconcilable 
with this avowed belief, regarded infidel, the 
ground merely interpretation, which involves the sup- 
position utter disregard him the laws good 
writing 

find enemy one who holds eminent place the 
world letters 
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GERMAN WORKS. 


Tae ENGLAND.'— The very title 
Lic. Weingarten’s work will seem some misnomer and will frighten 
others. not quite like principally, however, because 
bears sensational character, and dislike sensationalism with cor- 
dial hatred, whether appears literature life. shall best 
once set before our readers the compass the work giving the 
titles the chapters: Introduction, treating the Significance the His- 
tory the English Church during the Seventeenth Century relatively 
the entire Development the Reformation and the Literature. 
The English Reformation the Sixteenth Century; Puritanism and 
Independency. Fall the Episcopal Church and Struggle between 
Presbyterians and Independents. The Saints. Independent Sects 
and Religious Liberty. The Kingdom the Saints and the Short 
Parliament. Oliver Cromwell. Separation and Sifting Parties 
Richard Baxter and the Unionistie Efforts. George Fox. The 
first Friends and the first Organization. 10. Period Storm and Push. 
11. The Restoration. 12. The Levellers; Origin and Beginnings Deism. 
13. Restoration and Revolution; the Act Toleration and the Forma- 
tion Dissenting Quakerism and the Close its Inner Devel- 
Barclay and Penn. 14. Results and Significance the Period 
the English and the Entire Reformation. 

This unquestionably the first German work that has all appreciated 
the significance the Free Churches England and America, relatively 
Protestantism whole. general way the scholars Germany 
are painfully ignorant the actual character and history what are 
contemptuously, but very falsely and foolishly, called “the Sects.” One 
eminent theologian once remarked that could not interest himself much 
for Independency, because had history and received the very appro- 
priate “if had any fault, was that having rather too much 
very rich theological history Congregationalism has not had 
but still, more than generally supposed Germany. 

cannot more than adduce from Lic. Weingarten’s work the fol- 
lowing words which express his view what free churchism has done 


Die Revolutionskirchen Englands. Ein Beitrag zur innern Geschichte der 
englischen Kirche und der Reformation. Von Weingarten. Leipzig: Breit- 
kopp und Hiirtel; London: Asher and Co., Triibner and Co. 1868. 
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England and America: The task which Germany was assigned 
the Mystics and Luther fell England the Puritans. They were 
the means converting Romanistic Christianity into Germanic piety. 
They made the Reformation matter the heart; they changed the state 
church into church the people. That Christianity has become na- 
tional power England and America fruit their intellectual and 
spiritual struggles.” 

should means prepared endorse all Lic. Weingarten’s 
conclusions and reasonings; nor think always right the 
view takes persons and events; but still has produced work 
well deserving the attention both Americans and one too 
that fitted further better understanding the distinctive mission 
Congregationalism. 


duction which Professor Steinmeyer very ably and critically reviews 
various explanations the atonement Jesus, discusses the history 
his passion, three sections entitled: Jesus Gethsemane. The 
Sufferings Jesus: (1) his Arrest; (2) his Trial; (3) his surrender 
the Gentiles. The Death Jesus: (1) the Crucified (2) the 
Dying One; (3) the Dead One. The present work sequel the 
Apologetic Discussion our Lord’s Miracles noticed previous number 
the Bibliotheca Sacra, and characterized all Professor Stein- 
meyer’s warmth, earnestness, vigor, and subtilty. The following extract 
will enable our readers form some idea the scope and manner 
the book: “The history the suffering Christ fits into presup- 
position save one, namely, that was God’s means propitiating human 
sin. the history true, the dogma also true. The former ren- 
dered futile all the attacks early Socinianism the latter, great 
were the learning and acuteness brought into play; and will 
cause the superficiality modern Socinianism also suffer 
wreck. Dialectically, the one and the other advantage may gained 
against Anselm’s doctrine and what has been subsequently built his 
foundation study the history will force the candid inquirer 
ever again its essential truth. But this the case ought not that which 
the sure support the doctrine aid more fully understanding 
it? Must not the study the details the history conduct clearer 
into the doctrine than mere dogmatizing able view 
Dr. Steinmeyer’s own work can answer, yes. have never felt 
strongly feel now that the doctrine the atonement its old- 
fashioned form the only key the history, and that the history confirms 


Die Leidensgeschichte des Herrn Bezug auf die neueste Kritik betrachtet. 
Von Steinmeyer. Berlin: Wiegandt und Grieben; London Asher and 
Co., and Co. 1868. 
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the doctrine. step the author’s investigation step advance. 
thank him for the means quickening the heart 
ing the understanding, which has supplied us, and commend his 
book most earnestly the attention all theologians and preachers, 
especially such are coquetting one way another with Socinianism. 
ought add that the work apology, not merely for the orthodox 
doctrine the atonement, but also and pre-eminently for the truth the 
account given the evangelists our Lord’s last days. This and the 
previous volume will, trust, find translator. 


The Irvingites or, they prefer style themselves, 
the Catholic Apostolic Church, are apparently making inconsiderable 
progress Germany; and Professor Jacobi Halle has deemed right 
attempt expose their errors doctrine and practice. His small book, 
which second edition has just appeared, ably, though perhaps rather 
sharply, written, and deserves the attention those who are interested 
this new sect. What have seen the Irvingites leads regard 
them propagators very dangerous half-truths and errors; and fear 
that, owing the weak hold evangelical truth has the German nation, 
they are destined gain success Germany that will denied them 
both America and England. need say that Professor 
Jacobi’s high attainments both theology generally and especially 
church history (he was favorite pupil Neander’s), eminently fit him 
for counteracting the teachings sectaries like the Irvingites. 


MonuMENTAL Monumental Theol- 
ogy that branch theological science which built upon the Christian 
monuments that either exist now which have reliable informa- 
tion. its importance, especially relation Roman Catholicism, 
there can doubt; and safer more accomplished guide its 
study can scarcely found than Professor Piper. may not generally 
known that the son the poetess, Mrs. Hemans, who many years ago 
became Roman Catholic, was induced what found the early 
Christian monuments, especially the catacombs Rome, return 
Protestantism. Professor Piper has conducted the Christian Archaeologi- 
cal Seminary the University Berlin for the last eleven years, and this 
work has arisen out his labors for that department. His book gives 
history and the literature monumental studies, from the age 


1Die Lehre der Irvingiten oder der sogenannten apostolischen Gemeinde 
verglichen mit der heiligen Schrift. Von Professor Dr. Jacobi. Berlin: 
Wiegandt und London: Asher and Co., Triibner and 

Einleitung die monumentale Theologie. Von Professor Dr. Piper. 
Gotha: Besser; London: Asher and Co., Triibner and 
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down the present time, and supplies, besides, information regarding the 
monuments themselves their relation the various aspects church 
life and activity. 


CoMMENTARIES THE third enlarged and improved 
edition Ewald’s Commentary the and Lamentations has 
appeared. The preface the most interesting part the work, for 
some respects master-piece scolding; and Ewald has always been 
one the greatest scolders Germany. Hengstenberg says: His 
efforts are neither scientific nor Christian.” Delitzsch “his piety 
chameleon-like, his science vain.” Olshausen and von Lengerke have too 
vague ideas the heights and depths religion fit write the 
Psalms; still less Hupfeld, who frightful ignorance the 
language and history behind unmeasured Hizig 
verse opposite direction Hengstenberg. After thus venting his 
spleen proceeds his Commentary, which follows not the usual, but 
supposed chronological, order. classifies the Psalms five divis- 
ions, leaving, usual with commentators his tendency, only few 
David. Despite his many defects, rationalism, vagueness, dogmatism, 
and scolding, Ewald man whom scholars cannot afford overlook. 

The second and somewhat improved edition Hupfeld’s very able 
Commentary edited his pupil, friend, and successor, Dr. Riehm. 
Hupfeld could not reckoned among the orthodox commentators, for his 
views inspiration, the Messianic elements the and other 
minor matters were pretty free; but still was greatly preferred 
Ewald and compelled choose between them, should decidedly 
prefer the work the former. was profound scholar, and much 
more sober his treatment than his Gottingen opponent. 

Delitzsch’s Commentary indispensable Hupfeld’s. is, might 
expected from its forming part the Keil and Delitzsch series the 
Old Testament, orthodox but not drily mechanically so. 
inclines more fanciful than dusty. number introductory 
essays various important points are thoroughly discussed, as, for example, 
The Musical Performance the Psalms; History the and 
Commentaries the Psalms; their Relations the Legal Sacrifices and 


Die Dichter des alten Bundes Die Psalmen und 
Von Ewald. Vandenhoeck und London: Asher and 
Co., Triibner and Co. 1867. 

(2) Die Psalmen und erklirt. herausgegeben von Profes- 
sor Dr. Riehm. Gotha: Perthes; London: Asher and Co., Triibner 
and Co. 1867. 

(3) Biblischer Commentar iiber die Psalmen. Von Franz Delitzsch. Neue 
Ausarbeitung. Mit von Fleischer und Wetstein. Leipzig: 
und Frande; London: Asher and Co., Triibner and Co. 1867. 
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the Last Things. The Excursuses Fleischer and Wetstein are 


AND This the second volume the 
work the first volume which noticed previous number. The au- 
thor’s aim supply apology for Christianity. regards the 
miracle eternal love,” “the central fact which fill the deepest 
abysses the human heart, and the course its organic operation 
penetrate from people people, from century century, satisfying and 
perfecting the yearnings and struggles all that good, holy, and 
true earth.” The present volume divided into eight chapters, 
follows: Christianity and Modern Times; Culture and the Church; 
Heathenism and Judaism; The Apostolic Church; The Greek and Romish 
Churches; The Church the Reformation; The Progress Culture 
Modern Tendencies. The work contains unquestionably much that 
instructive, and adapted service educated Germans who are 
alienated from Christianity and the church. 


RESURRECTION AND recent times the 
German orthodox theology has been frequently accused not being able 
prove that the resurrection Jesus fundamental importance 
Christian faith, notwithstanding all its assertions this importance. 
Pastor Kriiger, who considers the charge not altogether undeserved, despite 
what has been advanced von Hofmann’s Beck’s Christ- 
liche Reden and Martensen’s Dogmatik,” has undertaken fill the 
gap. His little treatise divided into three main sections: Settlement 
the matter fact. The Position held the Resurrection Jesus 
the entirety the New Testament Revelation. The Relation thereof 
Man’s Redemption: (1) its Preparation; (2) its Communication 
(3) its Completion. the task undertaken the author has 
some respects transcended his capabilities, his treatise deserves attention. 


Lutheran clergyman who labored Rostock Professor and preacher 
during the middle the seventeenth century, whom has been said 
that “the Lutheran church has had orator since Luther greater than 


und Christenthum. Band. Cultur und Kirche. Von Hein- 
rich Kritzler. Gotha: Perthes; London: Asher and Co., and 
Co. 1867. 

Die Auferstehung Jesu iherer Bedeutung fiir den christlichen Glauben 
dargestellt von Kriiger. Bremen: Miiller; London: Asher and Co., Triib- 
ner and Co. 1867. 

Heinrich Miiller und seine Zeit dargestellt von Dr. Krabbe. Rostock: 
Stiller; London: Asher and Co., Triibner and Co. 1867. 
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he.” One his devotional works, the Geistliche Erquickstunden 
the present day favorite with the pious Germany and must allowed 
masterpiece racy, concise, plain-spoken German. Professor 
Krabbe the University man well fitted for the task 
has undertaken, has supplied interesting contribution the history 
religion shortly after the thirty years war. 


EVANGELICAL The circumstance that 
this work the eminent Suabian, Dr. Palmer, has now reached fifth 
edition enough commend the attention all who are interested 
its important theme. His views are naturally those prevailing the 
Lutheran church, which not harmonize with our American but 
still much may learned from those who differ from us. For our part, 
judging the fruits has borne, rather not borne, have very 
lofty opinion the German pulpit but the theory preaching, especially 
such land developed theories Germany, mostly advance 
the practice. Dr. Palmer’s work touches all the branches Homiletics, 
and supplies numerous illustrations the principles lays down. 


into German the Jewish apocryphal work, discovered the library 
Milan Latin translation the sixth century. Dr. Volkmar considers 
this the writing from which the passages Jude and Pet. ii. 
are taken and, was not written before the year 137, deduces the 
conclusion that these epistles belong the second half the second cen- 
tury. the passages referred to, however, not occur what remains 
Moses’s Prophecy and Ascension,” the conclusion question would 
seem little adventurous, like many other, rather most, conclusions 
which the Tiibingen critics arrive. surely odd thing that the very 
books which during the first three centuries were Christians rejected 
unreliable, should now the profoundest philosophical critics, more 
and more constituted chief authorities early Christianity. 


mans term theosophy. may called the last the epoch-making 
theosophers. Jacob Bohme and St. Martin were his first 


Evangelische Von Dr. Chr. Palmer. Stuttgart: 
London; Asher and Co., Triibner and Co. 1867. 

Prophetie und Himmelfahrt, eine Quelle fiir das neue Testament. 
Von Dr. Volkmar. Leipzig: Fries; London: Asher and Co., and 
Co. 1867. thaler. 

Die Weltalter Lichtstrahlen aus Fr. von Baader’s Werken. Dr. Fr. Hoff- 
Erlangen: Besold; London: Asher and Co., Triibner and Co. 1868. 
thaler. 
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immediate predecessors were Jung Stilling, Hamann, the Magus the 
North, and the Magus the South. These last said 
have surpassed geniality, profoundity, and learning. has the 
present moment some able disciples, who zealously seek propagate his 
philosophy, as, Hoffman, Julius Hamberger, Lutterbeck, and others, 
but owing the mystic character his ideas, the complication his 
style, and the aphoristic and nature his publications, 
has not received the attention which may possibly deserve. The work 
whose title have given below attempt exhibit the main founda- 
tions Baader’s doctrine, simply collocating passages from his writings, 
and lay this way the basis true philosophy history. divi- 
ded into the following sections: Self-culture; Faith and 
God; Creation the World; Redemption the World; 
Perfection the World. Whether Dr. Hoffmann’s further-reaching 
expectations realized not, has supplied intelligent readers with 
from Baader, containing much suggest, stimulate, and 
strengthen. Baader was Roman Catholic; but like most the Ger- 
man philosophical Catholics, would scarcely acknowledged Rome. 


For the sake such may interested the question: What will 
Prussia with the various State churches which now comprises? 
give here brief list pamphlets that have appeared the 

Dr. Fabri: Die Unions und Verfassungsfrage. Gotha: Perthes. sgr 
Die politische Lage und die Zukunft der evang. Kirche Deutsch- 
land. Gotha: Perthes. 
Grosspreussen und die Union der evang. Kirche Deutschland. 

Elberfeld. 

Die neuen Landestheile Preussens und die Union. Berlin: Rank. 


Dr. Friedberg: Die evangelische und Katholische Kirche der neu einver- 
leibten Linder: Halle. 
Furcht und Hoffnung der reformirten Kirche Deutschland. Elberfeld. 
Die Zukiinftige Gesammtverfassung der evang. Kirche Preussens. 
Gottingen. 
Dr. Die evangelische Landes Preussen und die Ein- 
verleibung der neuen Provinzen. Berlin. 


Prof. Nebe: Union oder Conféderation. Barmen. 


The numerous articles may also compared that have 
Professor Messner’s valuable Neue Evangelische Kirchenzeitung,” and 
Professor Hengstenberg’s Evangelische Kirchenzeitung.” 
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ENGLISH AND AMERICAN WORKS. 


TREATISE METEOROLOGY, with Collection Meteorological 
Tables. Elias Loomis, LL.D., Professor Natural Philosophy and 
Astronomy Yale College, and author Course 
New York: Harper and Brothers. 1868. 


The phenomena meteorology are described Professor Loomis with 
rare perspicuity and precision. His treatise well fitted interest the 
lay reader well the professional scientist. designed 
text-book for our colleges and scientific schools. exhibits the wonderful 
progress which has been made meteorological science during the last 
forty years, and gives premonitions the progress which will made 
years come. 


Sermons Rev. Newman D.D., London. With History 
Surrey Chapel and its Institutions. Dr. Hall. 16mo. pp. 309. 
New York: Sheldon and Co.; Boston: Gould and Lincoln. 1868. 


These sermons are written popular style, and are well fitted in- 
terest the reader, although they are peculiarly adapted affect the hearer. 
The conversational element often appears them; they are characterized 
great simplicity method and felicity biblical quotation they con- 
tain many passages thrilling power, especially when associated with 
their author’s earnest and honest tones. They form valuable memento 
his remarkable tour through our country, and possess independent 
value plain and fervid exhibitions religious truth. main source 
Mr. Hall’s power the pulpit his familiarity with the English Bible. 
His style kept fresh and vigorous the inflowing words and phrases 
from this fountain pure old English. 


the Fathers down 325. Edited Rev. Alexander Roberts, 
D.D., and James Donaldson, LL.D. 


gladly notice the fifth volume this series containing the first vol- 
ume the writings Irenaeus; and the sixth volume the series, con- 
taining the first volume the writings Hippolytus, Bishop Rome; 
the fifth volume having 480 pages, 8vo.; the sixth, 508 pages, 
both published the enterprising house and Clark, Edinburgh. 
1868. The first two books Irenacus Against Heresies” are translated 
Dr. Alexander Roberts and the ground-work the translation the 
third book, and that portion the fourth book which contained this 
[fifth] volume has been furnished the Rev. Randant.” 
Refutation all Heresies Hippolytus, translated the Rev. 
McMahon, M.A., and the fragments from his Commentaries various 
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books scripture are translated the Rev. Salmond. Both 
these volumes contain interesting introductory notices, and are important 
contributions Theological Literature. 


literally translated from the original Latin, 
with the most important additions the German Text, incorporated 
together with the General Creeds; and Introduction, Notes, and 
Analytical Index. Charles Krauth, D.D., Norton Professor 
the Theological Seminary the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Phila- 
delphia. 

This edition the Augsburg Confession prepared with great care, 
and admirably adapted popular use. has peculiar facilities for 
reference, and its index almost concordance. 


icism and Interpretation. The Quotations from the Old Testament 
the New classified according their Agreement with, Variation from, 
the Original: the Various Readings and Versions the Passages 
added, and Critical Notes subjoined. David McCalman Turpie. 
8vo. pp. and Edinburgh: Williams and Norgate. 
1868. 


this work the Hebrew Text taken from Hahn’s edition the 
Hebrew Bible, compared with that Van der Hooght edited Judah 
d’Allemand, and also with that Doederlein and Meisner; the Greek 
version the Old Testament taken from edition the 
Septuagint, compared with that Leander Van Ess, and with that 
Lambert Boss; the Greek text the New Testament that the seventh 
edition Tischendorf, compared with Lachman’s edition 1831. Two 
valuable indexes close the volume, and add its value convenient 
book reference. compiled with care, and deserves attention and 
study. 


have space barely notice three new volumes Lange’s Critical, 
Doctrinal, and Homiletical Commentary the Holy Scriptures. One 
them will attract the particular attention scholars who are interested 
the scientific objections against the inspired authority the Book 
Genesis. entitled: Genesis, the First Book Moses; together 
with general Theological and Homiletical Introduction the Tes- 
tament, John Peter Lange, D.D., Professor Ordinary Theology 
the University Bonn translated from the German, with additions, 
Professor Taylor Lewis, LL.D., Schenectady, and Gosman, D.D., 
Lawrenceville, pp.665. New York: Charles Scribner and 
Co. 1868.— Another new volume the same series contains the Com- 
mentary the two Epistles Paul the Thessalonians, Au- 
berlen, Doctor Philosophy and Theology, late extraordinary Professor 


